TOOWOOMBA AND OAKEY COMMUNITY CABINET
MEETING
SUNDAY 13™ MARCH 2011

DEPUTATION TO MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(THE HONOURABLE PAUL LUCUS)
BY BERNARD JOHN EARSMAN

OAKEY

1. RECENT FLOODING OF OAKEY AND THE EFFECTS OF
GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE ON SAME

2. ACTIONS OF TOOWOOMBA REGIONAL COUNCIL
PRIOR TO AND FOLLOWING THE EVENT.

3. ACTIONS OF THE SES



A. Onthe 11" January 2011, 128 homes and 6 businesses in Oakey were

inundated by flooding from Oakey/Cooby Creek and Doctors Creek. (figures
supplied by of the TRC Qakey Service Centre), (Map
attached at annex “A”)

B During the previous 6 weeks Oakey Aviation Centre measured 531.4 mm of
rainfall, 304.2 mm in December2010, Oakey Creek ran for this period, but not
at worrying levels. (Rainfall Charts supplied at annex “B”)

C. On 11" January Oakey/Cooby Creek and Doctor’s creek merged north of
Oakey and flowed overland causing the flooding. I believe that this was caused
by: - (1) The QR bridge over Doctor’s Creek east of Jondaryan, (2) The removal
of culverts from the railway line and (3) The bridge over Qakey Creek on the
Warrego Highway Bypass having an insufficient opening to allow flow.

D. DOCTER’S CREEK: For much of it’s length this creek is only a shallow
wide depression with no discernable water course. It is about .5 klm wide
and 1 to 1.5 m deep. In 2010 a new railway bridge was constructed over
Doctor’s Creek (see photos at annex C). The supervisor of the above told
Mr. Brad Apelt that the new bridge would only raise the head by 600mm.
For much of its length this would be more than 50% increase in depth.
Historically water from Doctot’s Creek ran overland and under the line and
across the Warrego Highway. The removal of these culverts and narrowing
of the bridge caused ponding up to 12.8 klm north of Oakey.

E. Cooby/QOakey Creek : This is a narrow shallow creck fed by any overflow
From Cooby Dam, Little Gormoran Creck which rises near Goombungee
and the flow from the quite wide flood plain between Meringandan and
Oakey and runs into Gowrie Creek south of Oakey, The narrowness of
Connelley Bridge over Oakey Creek on the Warrego Highway Bypass and
the general hight of the bypass constricted the Flow causing ponding up as
far a Muninangeen. (see enclosed 1. letter ﬁ‘O_whose family
has been on the farm since 1911). On the north western side of Connelley
Bridge water was approximately 147mtrs wide and over fence hight for
80mtr.

The last flood here was 1983. Water did not enter this block. On January 11®
Approximately Imtr of water covered this block and approximately 200mm
entered the house. From midday Friday until power was cut 1 monitored
conditions by computer, ABC radio and TV till 1am each night. The only
gauging station on Oakey Creek is Fairview. This is south of Oakey so was
useless. The only reading available for Cooby Dam was in Monday 10™ January
copy of Toowoomba Chronicle which was 81.9% and was Saturday’s reading
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Enquiries have revealed that in the past the caretaker at Cooby would ring the first two
landholders down stream, they in turn would ring on until the message reached Abrahams who
would ring Oakey Police._asserts she rang Sgt. Cook of Oakey police, additional
calls were diverted to Toowoomba Police.

AM. hours Monday 10" January 1 attempted to ring TRC Qakey Service Centre. When they
did not answer 1 drove to the Works Depot. The Lady there said all she knew was that the
people who lived at Highfields could not get to work.

11™ January at 07.56 rang Office- knew nothing.

11" January at 08.25 rang Office- knew nothing

11" January at 10.05 rang 13500 (SES) WAS TOLD THERE WAS NOQ FLOODING IN
OAKEY AND THAT THERE WOULD BE NONE .

E.R.G.O. ACTION TAKEN BY TOOWOOMBA REGIONAL COUNCIL,POLICE,
SES TO ASSIST OAKEY COMMUNITY = NIL

Toowoomba Regional Council Mayor was a long time resident of Jondaryan, was here in the
1983 and was Mayor of the Jondaryan Shire when the Bypass was built, he obviously did not
check the figures. As Mayor of TRC when the new QR Bridge was built, despite spending
$10.4 million on experts again did not have the figures checked. The past months have seen
dreadful weather conditions over much of the state, The Premier and relevant Mayors have
been on the media constantly telling us what had happened, what they expected to happen and
what they were doing about the situation. Except for the West Creek/East Creek flood of "
January we did not hear from the Mayor of TRC. Mayor Taylor did not even correct the media
reports that the West Creek/ East Creek water went to Grantham, this fallacy was still in the
media 2 weeks after the event.

When questioned by me at a meeting at Oakey Cultural Centre Cr. Paul Antonio (Deputy
Mayor) and Cr. Joe Ramia said that they were, immediately after the incident in Toowoomba
ordered by E-mail to answer no questions or make any statement, when further questioned
about lack of assistance both said, “Well we had to go to Grantham, and we had to look after
our own” I presume this to mean the poor unfortunate people missing in Toowoomba. This
statement was also repeated to me on separate occasions by TRC employees, it also infers to
me that Oakey is not considered part of TRC.(they still sent rates notices).

Page 2 of The Oakey Champion of Wednesday 09:03:11 reports on a meeting at Jondaryan
attended by TRC Deputy Mayor Paul Antonio, who is quoted as telling the meeting, “The
township needs to form its own Disaster Management Committee”. This is proof TRC does not
have a plan and does not intend to have one for the area outside Toowoomba.
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SES.

_ of _toid me that on P.M. hours Monday

10"™ January, he was worried about the state of Oakey Creek and decided to sandbag the
premises. He rang Sgt. Cook of Oakey Police to enquire about SES help and sandbags.
Sgt.Cook rwback and told him there were no sandbags or sand and further
added that would receive a visit from SES. A female person in SES uniform
visited the premised and berated for causing alarm, “there was no flooding and
would be no flooding,” she said. This person did not identify herself, but it has been
suggested to me that the ladies name is
Tuesday 11" January
5)h

P.M. hours Tuesday 11™ January while conversing with another male resident in Cherry
St. Qakey we were approached by a male person in SES uniform with Team Leader on the
epaulette. He told us that Cooby Dam was cracking and buses were being sent to evacuate
the town.

This was the only SES uniform I saw during this whole event. We cannot at this stage
identify this person.

was severely inundated. ( See Enclosure

I REITERATE, WE WERE ABANDONED BY COUNCIL, POLICE, AND SES.
To say they were incompetent is to say that they did something and were wrong.
THEY DID NOTHING. I firmly believe Mayor Taylor and CEO Goldthorpe were derelict
in their duty and should be dismissed from office.

In conclusion. With the amount of rain along the Range there was bound to be some
flooding, due diligence in construction of the Bypass and the Railway Line and Bridge and
appropriate action by the above Authorities disruption should have been minimal.

I would like to thank the Minister for receiving this deputation and would especially like
him to pass on to the Premier and his colleagues our appreciation of the monetary
assistance we have received, and especially a vote of thanks to the Angles of Mercy from
the Toowoomba Recovery Centre who paddled through the mud and stush and debris to
assist us and who continued to keep in touch.

Signed at Oakey 12™ March 2011

By Bernard Earsman
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Dakey, Gueensland
December 2010 Daily Weather Observations

Temps Max wind gust g9 am 3 pm

. Rain Evap Sun " ;
Date Day Min Max Dir Spd Time Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP Temp RH Gld Dir Spd MSLP
°C °C  mm mm hours knvh locat  °C % gt knwh  hPa  °C % ght knvh - hPa
1 We 1822456 34 E 3511:36 206 83 7 NE 2010126 225 75 7 NE 1310108
2 Thi17.7245 84 E 391624 199 88 & E 2210157 226 71 7 ENE 2410137
3 Fr18.121.7 140 ENE 5221:04 19.8 86 & E 1710157 1983 87 & E 2010121
4 Sat8.0216 22 ENE 380835 211 72 & ENE 2810098 183 94 & W 1510000
5 Su16.5248 650 ESE 41 14:02 20.8 83 8 E 1910094 207 87 =& E 26 1008.5
6 Mo17.9268 14 E 5220020 226 77 7 ENE 2210102 235 73 7 E 3510076
7 Tu18.6 274 0 E 481521 219 77 7 ESE 2610132 262 65 3 ESE 3010107
8 We 19.3 28.2 0 NE 4110:32 222 86 7 ENE 2010181 265 64 1§ ENE 2810135
9 Th17.8 29.0 0 ‘ENE 330053 255 64 6 NE 2010152 282 52 7 NE 910128
10 Fr19.4 30.1 0 WSW 5022:01 247 85 7 SSW 910128 294 52 7 WNW 1910076
11 Saz216265 34 S 5015:03 235 85 & NW 2410083 218 63 ¢ S 2010084
12 Su17.828.3 236 E 311435 227 80 38 NNE 91007.8 256 73 & ENE 2210053
13 Mo 17.0 306 0.2 E 3721:16 244 67 4 ENE 910105 295 35 3 SSE 1310075
14 Tu 17.6 30.4 0 E 5018:03 256 62 2 E 4710117 300 47 3 ENE 13 1007.7
15 We 17.4 315 0.2 245 66 B NNW 910108 286 43 7 S 17 1006.3
18 Th17.2 =345 SW 561822 V51 83 T7TWNW 24 1007.8 250 67 7 SE 2510037
17 Fr18.8 304 168 REW R idan 287 62 8 N 3310063 24,0 82 7 SSW 2010036
18 Sa17.5252 108 WSW 3511:46 233 58 W 61007.2 183 78 & S 910059
19 Su16.1 209 134 NNE 3119:22 162 94 o SW 2210072 163 96 @ SE 1510040
20 Mo 156228 412 WSW 56 12:59 205 75 2 \Wowwy 1710034 21.8 41 S 3910058
21 Tu 79265 0 E 3310:05 206 45 SSE 710108 263 44 1 NE 1310085
22 We 15.4 241 0 E 541120 231 63 & E 2810148 208 70 & E 2410142
23 Th17.8238 3.6 NE 3509:31 203 9% § NE 2210153 226 87 & SE 134
24 Fr20.1264 24 E 461451 235 77 & ESE 2210462 248 68 6 ESE 30 10144
25 5a19.9243 0 E 370015 223 86 5 ESE 1710143 233 78 & E 2210109
26 8u19.2235 738 ENE 3010:256 207 89 & E 1310086 203 85 =& E 2010037
27 Mo 19,1238 o674 S 4612:02 22.7 =% B N 1510008 205 90 6 § 17 10005
28 Tu19.123.8 320 E 5710:06 220 77 & ESE 3510105 225 70 & ESE 3310114
20 We 16.6 266 0 ESE 500848 22565 1 ESE 3510148 253 58 7 E 2210126
30 Th14.6 285 0 ENE 311641 23.7 63 ENE 910154 288 48 E 17 10128
31 Fr16.7 288 0 E 4618:06 24.8 61 E 1710146 28.6 49 E 2210121

Statistics for December 2010
Mean 17.6 26.4 226 74 © 19 1011.2 239 68 6 20 1008.9
Lowest 7.9 20.9 0 16.2 45 1 wW 610008 183 356 t # 910005
Highweat 2180 555 670 ST SO 0L WEW 37 10152 300 o6 8 SW 30 fotaa
Tolal 304.2.%"

IDCJDWA093.201012 Prep;:drzi g I:,?g‘:{GiiATon;ftgtrﬂEi}a}r 2‘ ngifhéo:/ o Wk S A i HCE 1974 14754 /;’
Source of daia )

Observations were drawn from Oakey Aero {station 041359}.

You should read the important information in these notes.
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Oakey, Gueensland
January 2011 Daily Weather Observations

Temps Max wind gust 9am 3pm
Rain Evap Sun i N
Date Day Min Max Bir Spd Time Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP
°C *C mm mm hours kiwh local °C % gV kwh hPa °C % g knvh  hPa
1 Sa17.3276 0 ESE 44 09:33 250 65 E 2810135 261 70 & E 2210116
2 Su202310 0.2 NNE 6516:57 252 68 & ENE 2010134 301 85 3 ENE 13 1000.1
3 Mo 165 308 838 SSW 521857 2568 75 5 ESE 710102 30.2 53 E 17 1005.3
4 Tui97297 04 ESE 331405 249 70 1 ENE 131008.2 283 55 E 1510051
5 We 19.2 28.8 0 WNW 44 1411 255 68 1 NNE 1310076 24.3 74 W 1510034
6 Th17.9 23.2 504 NE 280901 186 597 & NNE 2010047 228 70 2 E 151003.5
7 Fr17.3239 102 E 461311 208 84 & ESE 2810061 20.1 88 & E 20 1005.7
8 Sa184 266 11.0 £ 440742 238 65 1 E 30.10076 255 61 & E 910047
9 Bui94 2564 42 ESE 502339 231 79 ¢ ESE 28100687 219 44 & ESE 17 1004.7
10 Mo 19.1 25.7 64.0 E 610658 220 89 6 £ 3410036 228 89 ¢ ESE 26 1004.0
gi,l_j )11 Tui94 258 /453 N 460141 204 06 & N 910072 222 91 8 E 28 1006.1
12 We 204 28,1 6.2 ENE 44 08:38 257 69 1 E 3010080 261 72 & E 2210079
13 Th18.3281 18 E 461154 245 62 4 E 2810118 271 53 1 ENE 2210094
14 Fr16.8285 22 E 410845 231 62 3 E 2810105 265 54 6 E 22 1007.8
16 Sa 156.9 28.9 0 E 331520 240 62 1 E 2210084 282 47 2 E 17 1005.5
16 Su18.0 28.7 0 SSE 460535 244 5% 1 E 221007.0 28.0 47 E 151004.2
17 Mo 16.6 32.7 O WSW 411530 253 64 tWNW 1910051 3156 50 5 S 17 1000.9
18 Tu19.7 347 0 SSW 57 16:36 250 63 3 WSW 1110049 440 40 S5NNW 910017
19 We 19.8 31.7 10.8 VWY T2 16013 268 TO 3 E 1910070 299 53 6 E 17 10044
20 Thi18.4 208 164 E 4817:24 246 71 4 ENE 171008.0 284 53 4 ESE 2410064
21 Fri75281 0.2 ESE 501716 231 63 6 E 2610114 27.7 B4 4 ESE 1910095
22 Sa i4.1 281 0 E 4316829 239 65 E 3010121 272 44 & E 2610102
23 Su13.928.1 0 ESE 330802 231 54 SE 2010109 27.6 37 ESE 1510078
24 Mo 14.8 305 0 ENE 3008:05 242 69 1 ENE 1710092 291 44 4 ESE 910064
25 Tu17.2 33.8 4] NE 24 1845 260 86 1 WSW 1310109 337 43 1 W G61008.2
26 We 20.0 33.1 0 B 3513:26 253 70 E 1910143 325 38 ENE 2010115
27 Th18.5 320 0 S 371255 248 62 2 NE 1310151 316 38 1 £ 1510116
28 Fr19.6 30.0 o E 4412116 268 66 0 ENE 1310126 265 68 u ESh 3010124
29 Sa 193285 0 E 5200:34 244 57 1 ESE 3310184 26.1 48 & £ 3010147
30 Su18.3289 0 ESE 5008:.04 242 57 1 E 331084 277 85 7 E 24 1016 i
31 Mo 17.3 30.2 8] ENE 4108:02 257 82 3 ENE 261017.2 28.9 52 4 ENE 2210139
Statistics for January 2011
Mean 18.0 28.1 243 67 3 2110100 275 57 5 18 1007.5
Lowest 13.9 23.2 0 18.6 54 0 ESE 710036 201 37 w  61000.9
Highost 204 52 7 788 VN T2 280 9708 Co39 10804 a0 94 08 HoOA0 105
Total 265.4

IDCJIDW4093.201101 Prepared al 16:24 GMT onWednesday 2 March 2011
Source of daia

Observations were drawn from Oakey Aero {station 041359}.
You should read the important information in these notes.

of 2 7/03/2011 8:37 PM



- N

n

g qreftd

7 FENNY






© (dgsr OV Pebey JHacuen Ld West
ne wesl 3% ) Wf{-aégt&s,_
wots oy T '

0001048 Lf‘
eN Ay /C
o, oA




JATN R IR
fioro

w e




Pages 13 through 14 redacted for the following reasons:
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Let’s put historica
knowledge to use

LEVEE banks that were up to two
metres ligh were not enough when
Coeby Dan went over the spillway
inJanuary and thundered right
over the top of them as If they were
not there,

The couneil failed to hotify farms
that weve in the flood path, a
courtesy thal was extended in the
past. Not one of councirs proudest
moments,

What will it take for the
Toowoomba Regional Couneil, mon
and women that we voted for, to
come to their senses and realise we
have a major probiem here that
should be addressed ta improve
what couid be a dangerous
situation waiting to happen?

Certain councillors must be
red-faced now after the 2006 fiaseo
where funding of $27 million for
upgrading Cooby and Cressbrool
Dams was refused and declared
ahsurd; the cotmeillor saying
heither of these dams had
overflowed in 16 years and visl of
flooding was virtually nil. Couneil
rejected out of hand proposais put
up to raise the Cooby Dam’s
spillway. Imagine how moch water
we woutld have retained for use
now and in the fubuve if that wali
had been ratsed Instead of losing
all that water resource into the
;iver systeins, How wrong can you

e?

The area of concern below the
Cooby is no longer just farms and
livestock. The township of Oakey
has grown into a regsonably sized
country town with a population of
3657 (2001 Census), Previous {o the
dam overflowing, the town and
distriet was able o manage the
record bigh waters on two or three
occasions from both the
Meringandan and Gomoran crecks,
There was some flooding but it was
manageable, And ihat is the
operative word, I Cooby had been

managed properly with operational
sluice gates that would have
allowed water to he released
gradually hefore it filed up and
overflowed, there would nof have
been the sabsequent uncoutrofled
wall of water coming over the
spillway that decimated everyvihing
in 1fs path, That was the danger.
Thai caused the gouging, raging
torrents that ripped through farms
andt the town of Oakey car ving
away hoth rural and town
livelihoods,

‘Uhe cther Fctor towards the
‘large area of flooding was the
inability of the Oakey creek {o flow
and get rid of the water quickly due
to an amassing of overgrown frees,
shrubs and debris which had
accumulated, Approximately Gl
needed to be cleared through the
Boodua area,

There is no argtsment with the
deputy mayor, Paul Anfonio; we
agree the Cooby Dam held waters
back ... unfil it was full {o
overflowing with no control
measures in place to curtail its wild
uncontrolled ffow, nature at her
most fangerous.

The important question i — why
was the sluice funnel not cleared
when the dam was at eight per cent
capacity? T guess we will never
Imow because council is not going
to tell us.

Tinr 13 years I have Hved o this
farm, as did my father and
grandfather since 1911 and I know
which creeles cause the problem
andl have raised levies to protect
our farms. I will have to raise them
again as this flood just rolled over
the ones we had in place, '
destroying laying hens, chickens,
pullets, damaged sheds, graded
egps, egg packaging, mill shed,

. pallets of ingredients, grain, hay,

catile sheds, most fences and loss
of production for at least six -
months, '

Now the dam is full again and
our wel season has just begun.
‘There Is the very clear possibility
of further heavy rains. Is if. possible
for the couucit to become proactive,
see the possibilify of a threat and

‘use more of the water fron the
Cooby Dam for fown use to
miaintain a lower level? Surely, this
would aiso cut the cost of pumping
water uphill from the other two
dams?

It’s not helpful for council

" members branding concerned

citizens of heing un-Australian or
being un-Queenstand, We are all
pulling togefher but we have seen a-
problem and a possible solution
and, yes, we maybe stating the
obvious. But how many times do we
have {o point something out before
we gel a response? )

ILet’s accept the lessons together
bud let’s do it better this time and
have open discussion. Let’s pul Lo
good usc some of the historical
knowledge on hand; put in the
preparations that will allow us o
manage natuve a little hetter,
rather than stare in horror at the
raging torrents around us,

Hoodua
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ABOVE: In antlcipatmn of Oakey Creek toppmg the bndge, volunteers helped staff amﬂ

g
owners to create a levy aimed at protecting the busmess. 3
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ABOVE: As the water Ievel exceeds expectations, frantic efforts were made to shore up
the Wolski levy, only to end in heattbreak (BELOW).
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Over forty people attended a seminar at Jondarya
the December and January flood events revealed a need for better local coordination.

“The most important issues
to come out of the Jondaryan,

el I
Tondaryan experienced
major flood inundation on
three occasions: the 27th
December, 6th January and
the worst flood on the T1th
January.

Senior Constable Dan
Baker from Jondaryan Police
said the Warrego Highway
through the township was
barricaded for many days
over this period because
of floodwaters over the
highway, and to prevent a
build up of stranded traffic
in Dalby and Jondaryan,

A State of Emergency was
declared over the whole area
on 10th January and the
town came under control
of the Toowoomba Disaster
Management Group.

Brace Arthur chairman
of the Jondaryan District
Residents’ Association said
that although the local
ABC gave up to the minute
flood reports, more local,
immediate information was
badly required.

Lindsay Evans, a local
irrigation farmer, told the
seminar that the main
railway line in the Doctor’s
Creek area acted like a
huge dam wall and that
not enough floodways
under the line had been
constructed by OR.

Other speakers included
personnel from DERM
Toowoomba, Queensland
Police, Queensland Fire and
Rescue Service, Jondaryan
Rural Fire Brigade,
Jondaryan Woolshed,
Centrelink  and focal
residents and farmers.

Several Cextificate of
Appreciation awavds were
presented to Emergency

Services personnel and
to local residents who
contributed to flood

management operations and
who looked after the many
truckies and motorists who

n last w

eel when issues surrounding

were stranded in the town,
A report will be compiled
during the next two months
and will be presented
to Toowocomba Regional
Council for future reference.
Copies of the report
will be available from
the Jondaryan District
Residents’ Association.
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