Statement of

BB

E

el

e

QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE

STATEMENT OF WITNESS wl

=

Date: 21/01/2011

Name of witries§: enne Ann

Date of birth:

Police officer taking stafg

Occupation: _Egg Collector

Name: MITCHELL, GlIZ
Rank: Detective Senio Reg. no.. 8143
Region/Command/Divisio Station: State Flying Squad
ions Command _

Statement:

Residential Address: Ji§

Contact numbers:

Work address:

Vivienne Ann JAMIESON

1. 1am[llyears of ag + | v ot the
address with fiancg JGOLD. I moved into the addré§§ over twelve
months and itis a rty, I have lived in the Gatton shire for about
18 years. I have f this time in the Helidon area. I am also a

Grantham. I am the first officer of the

arge of the brigade. I have been fire fighting

for about 14 years around Gatton Shire. I normally drive a Silver Nissan

Puisar 2002 model bearing Registration number-which is owned
by my fiancée Peter INGOLD.

2. Peter and I regularly checked the bom.gov.au website throﬁghout the day on
Peter’s laptop which he kept at home, We normally opened the website and
clicked on the Queensland radar viewer which brought upsthe Australian

(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ fgnature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

Weather Watch Radar Network. We then clicked on the Marburg dedicated
weather watch icon which brought up the Marburg Radar loop. This Radar

loop showed the weather patterns concerning Grantham and Gatton.

nd the start of January 2011 depicted a violet
st of the coast and swung in a south-westerly
ther to the north. It looked like one of our
shes of light blue which looked like showers
At the western end over the inland the tubes

I recall the radar picturé
blue tube that:

ird, 1 realised that we were in danger and a

ere commenced by the Grantham Rural Fire
urrounding area in relation to the flooding on

2010. The patrols were undertaken due to the

threat of renowed: d to monitor water levels in the Lockyer
{L

Creek and to assis od relief if possible to minimise the impact of

and businesses and to assist the locals of

Grantham to prepat flooding.

1 Peter INGOLD and I did a patrol in fire

¢ on Rajlway Street, Grantham and observed

At 5.00 am on 6
vehicle 52 of the
that the water le
through. The wat

fe for a four wheel drive vehicle to drive

1d have been to the height of a car tyre.

ofid Enterprises but was kept informed

At ab 30
constantly via a rural hand held radio I had with me at work and my mobile

phone as to the flooding situation.

At 7.30 am Grantham fire vehicles 51 and 52 conducted patrols of the

Grantham town ship checking on water levels. At this time water levels

were fine.
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Aun
8. At 11.00 am Grantham fire vehicle 41 conducted patrols of the back of Ma

Ma Creek with Group officer Stuart DAMROW but as far as I was aware
everything was fine.

was contfacted by Danny McGUIRE who is a
al fire brigade at Grantham that Sandy Creek
en their banks and had began flooding the
formed of the flooding by Peter and deployed
52 to assist locals with minimising the flood

9. At 11.30 am Peter
local fire fighte

ded us with sand bags so that we could sand

bag a number of and around Grantham. I recall that the water

level throughout § about three feet in depth.

10. X recall after work conducted checks on the bom.gov.au website.

I recall checking g radar site and it indicated that Grantham area

was due to receiv millimetres each day for the next four days.

From this informatio adar site I realised that Grantham would be in

ROW of the Grantham Rural Fire Brigade told

11.
ding to Firecom South East and to the Lockyer
requested the local disaster management
‘ this request was declined. I do not know the
clined.
12. At 4.00°p ast ranthiain fire vehicle 52 and transported

into Grantham and assisted with sandbagging houses. I recall when I
alighted from the fire vehicle that the water was nearly up to my waist

about 1 metre in depth. The water level was about this depth right around

the centre of Grantham,

(Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {(Signalure of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann
13. At 8.00 pm Group Officer DAMROW asked me to activate the rural fire

brigade fire system to request more Grantham fire brigade staff fo assist

with filling sand bags at the Gatton Council work depot on 7 January 2011.

14, 1 recall at around 9.00 t the water levels had subsided to about a foot

in depth and.i at the water depth was at a safe level and we

ger at this time.

15. I recall at about eceived a phone call from Danny McGUIRE

who informed me er had gone from the centre of town however

the creeks were sti

Peter and I conducted a patrol in Grantham
recall we stopped at Thistle way which is at
d cleaned one side of the roadway as it had
¢ flooding the day before. The other side of

d on it and would have required a front end

to work at Bond Enterprises on Old Scrub

and other rural fire brigade members went to

sandbags.

so I could keep in constant contact with the
at about 300 sand bags were filled and
> crews and local SES to sandbag

18. I kept a portable
rural fire cre

some o
two houses in Grantham and one house in Placid Hills against further

flooding. I think it may have been around twenty to thirty sand bags.

19. 1 also spoke with Danty McGUIRE who had obtained barriers from Gatton
Shire Council and set these up at Sandy Creek Bridge on Gatton-Helidon

Road to prevent vehicles from entering the flood waters that were over the

road at this time. Danny was on the southern side oj !ie ﬁidi ﬁi Peter
(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signatire of police officer

Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann
was on the northern side. Danny informed me that he warned motorists not

to go over the bridge but they ignored him and still proceeded over. Danny
told me that he had to save numerous vehicles that stalled in the flood

waters on the bridge and he had to use a snatch strap on the fire fruck to

retrieve them.

anny that a ‘blue care’ aged care mini bus
stalled. Danny notified South East Firecom

20.1 w

of what occurred v i bus and Queensland Police Service attended

£
£

i
v f 5

to assist with the 1¢
?

e elderly people stuck on the bus.

oy

re brigade stood down for the day and fire

residences in case of further flooding.

ork at Bond Enterprises and again had a hand
ith the rural fire brigade. I was made aware
nded the SES office at Gatton to fill more

¢ fire members via radio that there was a lot

22. On 8 January 201
held radio to kee

sandbags. I was inft
80 millimetres for the next three days and it

ne in the brigade that Grantham should be

of rain expected
was of the opini

evacuated,

23, T believe at about ived a phone call from the secretary of Bond

Enterprises a Car hat flood water was entering the rear of her

house. I called ile telephone to take Grantham fire vehicle

1gs to Carol’s address. Carbl lives at

I i

Hills. I am aware that Peter got to Carol’s house and was able to sand bag

the rear of her place.

24, As I finished work at around 2.30 pm I received a phone call from my
~ daughter Bronwen who had been speaking with a number of Grantham

locals who were requesting assistance with sandbagging ,as it had been

Witness's signature)} (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ _ (Signature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

25,

- Grantham and de

26,

27.

28,

raining during the day and the creeks had broken and water had started

flooding the centre of Grantham again.

I then went home and was picked up by Peter in Grantham fire vehicle 52 to
‘to do sandbagging. We then proceeded fo the

go back out to Granth
northern end car Placid Hills and commenced loading sand
call at this time there was a gentleman with a
g us load the truck. Once the sand bags were
n drove through the flood waters back into

d bags to about four or five houses where

bags in

video camera wh
packed onfo the

ecall helping a young lady (20 years of age)
am service siafion. I stayed at the service
through the flood waters back to her house. I

out three foot in depth around the town.

residents needed t
who was stuck &
station whilst Pete

recall the flood wa

I can not recall w was but it was dark when the flood waters

started receding an not required anymore. Peter and I then went

home.

r that night or early the next morning on 9
shone call from Peta MILLER of the Ipswich
MILLER told me that management had seen
the flooding in Grantham on 8 January 2011
ng through flood waters. MILLER told me
be driven through flood waters, only for
' rural fire brigade is only to react if

I can not recall if
January 2011 I re

Rural Fire Service

and saw our fire
that the fire veh

activated by the SES to assist and not to éélf respond. MILLER told me that

if T received calls for assistance to advise them to contact SES on phone

number 132 500.

I was also aware that Group officer DAMROW received phone calls from

the Queensland Fire Service indicating that no rural fire vehicles were to

(Witness’s signature)

self respond unless activated.
(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (:!gnaturc o! police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

29, On the morning of 9 January 2011 I recall I was receiving phone calls on
‘my mobile from locals who wanted help in sandbagging their houses as the

town was flooding again from the ongoing rain, All I could do was advise
it the people all responded that the SES were

them to contact the SES
unable fo help fh

ere not answering their phones.
L

ary 2011 I received a phone call on my mobile
-E that he needed help as a lot of cars were

n Sandy Creek Bridge and getting stuck.

30. At about 8.00 pm
phone from Dann

entering the floodk
led out about thirty cars with his wife. I told

'East and to send ouf a message on the pager

xt message on my mobile telephone from
RANTHAM RURALS. ANYBODY FROM
ASSIST FF MCGUIRE WITH CLOSURE
M TOWNSHIP PLACID HILLS END.

O’

31.At 9.02 pm I'r
Firecom Pager
GRANTHAM R
SIGNS % IN
CONTACT F/CO

32. I then-got on the gade radio and informed Firecom South East
e Grantham message. Peter and I attended the
areas near Placid Hills turnoff and set up

‘flooding. 1 was informed on the radio that

that we were resp
northern end of
barriers to indica

Grantham fire vé s close behind and arrived shortly at our

Id us that no radio contact is to be
made with Firecom South East and we were to only communicate between
each other by mobile phones. We did this as we knew we would have to

enter flooded waters to assist people and if Firecom realised what we were

doing we would be in a lot of trouble.
33, Peter and I drove about half way into Grantham through flood waters when
we received a radio message from DAMROW that SES wereigoini fo bring
(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Sighature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
Page 7 of 15
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

34. I do not know what ti

35.

-36.

37.

out sandbags but they were waiting for a driver. We then came back out of
the flood waters and waited. At this time the flood waters were about three

feet in depth and there was no difficulty in getting through.

as but I recall a police vehicle pulled up at the
northern end areas near Placid Hills turnoff where we had
erc two police officers in the car at the time.
sked DAMROW to get Danny McGUIRE {o
obert Street who needed medical attention. I
4 a third year paramedic. DAMROW called
;e situation in which he responded and called

Firecom South E them that he had been requested by QPS to

respond to a med

et and evacuated the two people in the fire
ded over to QAS near Helidon outside the

Danny attended
vehicle where th
flooded area.

AMROW tried to contact SES but could not
led Steve JONES the Mayor of Gatton o see

to bring sand bags to Grantham near Placid

get a hold of any
whether he could
Hills. Mayor JON
bags as he was
DAMROW to fol

to who we could

driving a six tonne truck to us with the sand
ate a driver. Peter and I were then asked by
or and him into Grantham to give sand bags

lied with the request.

As we reached Grantham service station I saw a person flicking a torch at
the fire truck. I got on the loud speaker in the fire truck and asked the
person if they needed help in which he yelled out he did. T then let him
know that we will come back after we have dropped off sand bags at Harris

Street.
(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Sighature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing staternent)
Page B of 15

QP 0125 Statement of Witness




v

CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann
38. We then fravelled about 500 metres when I noticed the brake hghts of the

truck the Mayor was driving light up. I then saw the truck start reversing
towards us in which Peter steered the fire truck fo the left to avoid a
collision, The fite truck started floating hackwards as a resuit of being in

the flooded water.

ing past us out of the flood waters whilst the
ud. I contacted DAMROW on the radio and
em of our situation in which they told us to

would organise assistance.

40, DAMROW advise 1at SES had arrived however were unable to

assist due to the 1l being too high. Peter and I were in the truck

for a few houts W% istance. I recall checking Peter’s watch and it

was midnight.

41. At around 1.00 anuary 2011 the swift water rescue crew from

Toowoomba wal

Peler and I then

location and gave Peter and 1 life jackets.
ffic island just near where the fire truck was

stuck. The water y waist and there was a strong current. The

truck remained wi

42, At about 2.00 am Teman who had been watching us from a nearby

house came and ith his front end loader and conveyed Peter

and I to his ho ed us to stay until morning.

43.In the morning Peter and [ walked to Danny McGUIRE’S house .

_and saw Danny’s wife Llync and their three children.

We had a cup of coffee with Llync as Danny was asleep.

44. At around 9.00 am Grantham fire vehicle 42 picked us up from Danny’s

house and dropped Peter and I home. This was the last time I saw Danny

and his family.
itness’s signature (Justice of the Peace (Qual.})/ (Sig @ of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) prepating statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienue Ann

45, At about 9.30 am on Monday 10 January 2011 I drove to work at Bond
Enterprises but was unable to get to work along my normal route due to
flooding in the area over the past four or five days. The water from Lockyer

creck had risen to a,point where it covered the bridge on Grantham

me from getting to Old Scrub Road from
the bridge I believe the water level would have
vehicle and too dangerous to cross. The water

the east at the time and the water was a muddy

I approached the bridge stating words to the
or ‘flooded road’. I then turned my car around
am Windmill road into Grantham and turned
d and followed that until 1 turned left again
d drove along it.

irst bridge along Flagstone Creek Road and 1
as high under the bridge but was still maybe
eaching the bridge level.

48. I drove along Fiaéj ck Road until turning left into Carpendale Road,
‘ ve over the first bridge and noticed that the
was still maybe four to five feet away from
the reaching the

49. 1 drove along Carpendale Road not far from the Mahon’s Road turnoff
whero there is a dip in the roadway where after heavy rain you get a volume
of water sifting in the dip. At this time it was filled with about half a foot of
water. I was still able to drive through the dip safely and continued driving
until I arrived at work on Old Scrub Road, Grantham. I would have arrived

at work at about 10,30 am.

(Witness’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann
50. I then did a day’s work until about 2.30 pm. I recall throughout the day it

Ainess’s signature)

51

52.

53.

. Marianne was seal

54,

was raining on and off with light showers at time followed by very heavy
rain. This continued all day. I also recall whilst I was working in the laying
shed I noticed water flowing from nearby paddocks in a southerly direction
into a dam that is located about 300 metres away from the laying shed. The
ut gradually throughout the day it grew wider
metres in width, The water had overfilled the

water started off.as

ad back to the main buildings.

about 2.00 pm I left the laying shed and drove
ain buildings. The water had really started to
but 1 was still able to drive through it and it

Just before I finishé
the work vehicle
build up over thea

was raining heavi e

main building and finished up at work I had a
's a Glen JOHNSON, my daughter Bronwen
Marianne DAVIES. We were just talking
rea and if it might flood some of the bridges

I recall whenIgo
chat with one of
BAXTER and a
about the rain we

we cross to get ho

1 recall I left wo 00 pm with Bronwen and Marianne. I was

driving the Niss Bronwen was in the front passenger seat and

ehind in the rear of the vehicle.

I started driving th ¢ ] had driven to work that day. As I reached

the dip’
dozen cars that had slowed down to go through the dip which had swollen
more and the water was about half way up the tyre rim as you drove
through it. I recall noticing two Asian people leaning up against the bonnet

of there car with their arms folded, I presumed they had broken down afier

fation’s Road there were about haif a

going through the dip and were waiting for help. I think the car may have

been a silvery/grey colour with a square boot.

‘nature of police officer

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann
55. 1 then continued along Carpendale Road past Klucks Road when I pulled up

before the intersection with Mahon’s Road. In front of me I could see that
the bridge had swollen with water and I felt that we were not going to cross
the bridge. At that time a great volume of water travelling from my left
ast the mushroom farm into the paddocks on
antham. The water didn’t appear to be part of
the fields. I have no idea the height of the

ater in front of me and it had to be travelling

moving really quickly cam
my right headin

anywhere between' lometres an hour. The water was like a roller
] fit. I am unable to describe exactly what the
debris looked like Ity it looked like everything that had been
; shed along.

slume of water come through I reversed the car
en rang her boyfriend Rory McKENZIE on

d him there were flooding waters comin

56. As soon as I saw tl
:

back near Klucks 1
her mobile teleph
£

towards Grantham; mobile telephone number is

At the same time Marianne callé.d her

lione. Matianne’s mobile telephone number is

husband on her m¢

57. Whilst we were sto ck’s Road I recall seeing a large feeding silo

floating through th

s
crossed my visionit

knew the water was moving fast as the silo

y. I can not recall everything that I saw but I

believe it was mo

58. T am not sure whether it was five minutes or ten minutes but it felt like
eternity before I decided it was time to get out. I recall at the time I was

crying and very upset and just saying, ‘Not Grantham’.

59, I then turned the car around and went back to work because I knew it was

high ground and too warn any one at work not leave.

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signatire of police officer
Corunissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statermnent)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF; JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

60. On arrival back at work there was the caretaker and his wife who I know as
Leif and Brit, the two managers who I know as Glen JOHNSON and Dan
HUTLEY and us three. We told Glen and Dan that there was no way out

and looked like the water was going towards Grantham,

cry because of what I had just saw and also
was helping with sandbagging houses around
event any flooding. I knew it would not stop

the volume of wat coming towards the town.

it was but it was still day light when 1 believe
Bronwen rang Rory and I became aware that
bour’s roof with his family. Rory’s family
o I know as Alan MARSHALL, his mother

brothers who I can not remember at this time

62, I can not rememb
either Rory rang
Rory was on top
consists of his ste
who [ know as Ju

and a 12 month ol . I knew Rory lived on Harris Street but I can

not remember the e house was a lowset wooden home with one

or two steps up to

Rory and his family are on the neighbour’s
v need help. They want SES.” I recall the

63, I recall Bronwen

1oof, The water i

neighbout’s house storey wooden home with a tin roof with a

verandah out the fi p level.

64. I recall Bronwen ang up now and ring SES.”

65. Bronwen hung up the phone and called the SES but could not get through.

66. Bronwen then contacted police on ‘000’ but she couldn’t think at the time
because she was too upset and handed me the phone. I then spoke with the
operator and asked to speak with police and was passed onto a man and told

him that 8 young man and his family were stuck on a roof in Harris Street,

(W} ess’s signature)

Grantham. The man asked for the phone mumber iiii | ﬁ ﬁt iiﬁ it. The
(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signature of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

(Wilness’s signature

man asked me how did 1 know the young man was stuck. I told him that my
daughter Bronwen had been talking to him on the phone. I then got the

phone number for Rory and gave it to the man who told me he would get

someone to help them,

67. 1 also catled on my mobile te]ephone and told him where I
by flood waters. On my mobile phone call

£the call was 16:56,

taker’s house where we set up bedding for all

¢ at work. Everyone remained there for three

68, After this we wen

of us as we woul

days as we could n any direction. We kept working on the farm

during this period g to the news and television reports.

69. 1 recall receiving people who were stuck at the meat works

across the road. T what roads we could use to get out. I think it

was around Wed anuary 2011 when Bronwen, Marianne and I

left work inthe N and drove out.

Road and followed that to Grantham Wind
rove along Grantham Wind Road and tumed
Road. I drove along Back Ma Ma Road and

turned left into N dale Road which took me onto the Gatton

Clifton Road. Ong

the water affect

Gatton Clifton Road I was pretty much out of

71. We all went to the Gatton Fire Station first to see my fiancée and let him
k_now we had all got out safely. After this we then drove to my house and

stayed there.

72. From 6 January 2011 to 8 January 2011 I made hand written notes on two

pages of A4 paper concerning flooding in and around Grantham during that

period.

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: JAMIESON, Vivienne Ann

73. T am able to produce these notes which consist of two pages.

Vivienne JAMIESON

Jus

86 that:

—

I acknowledge by virtue of section 110A(S)(e)(1i) of the
7 /2/?:)

(1)  This written statement by me dated and &
knowiedge and belief, and i

2 1 make this statement knowing that, if i
in it anything that I know is false.

-------- Grearresun

B thiSu.

AReIERAT AN TR e R A

Signed at

(Witness’s signature) (Tustice of the Peace (Qual.)f (Sighature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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