- Name of Witness

'} Date of Birth

- | Address and contact deratls

Bernard John EARSMAN

o Qecupation Retired — School Bus Driver

- ["Officer taking statement | Det Insp Mark Ainsworth
- Date taken o : 29/3/2011 : '
S Bemard John EARSMAN states; -

1 Iama mamed man, .years of age and 1 reside w1th my wife at-
_Oakey ILhave re51ded at this address smce September

1993 I am retired but currenﬂy work as a school bus drlver

: _apprommately 2 hou:rs per day My 1 res1dence isa ﬁbro on bl‘le

res1dence lowset approximately 60 years of age. The house is set on.

B :2000 square metres and is on a shghtly elevated block about 300

' -."metres north from Oakey Creek. The residence i is bounded by the

_-Oakey Army Base to the north and is in a suburban {ype street with

'other similar type residences in the__street-. Between my residence and

3 O_ak‘ey Creek is a park that spans about 280 metres in width. My

R residence is located about 18 and a h_a_:l:f kilometres from the Co_o_by_

‘Dam as the crow flies.

2. T have -p:revi'ousl'y performed community roles in Queensland, Victoria

ahd New South Wales with the rural Fire Ser_vi_ce's from about 1976 to |

1981 at Godmbud'gee where I held the position of first officer. In

New South Wales I was mvolved in bushﬁres and ﬂood events asa

volunteer
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3 Trecall Monday 10 January, 2011. On this date we had received

: -approx1rnately 56 mm of rain in the Oakey arca. From Chrrstmas Day
| up__to the -.10_ Jan_ua_ry_, 2011 the area had received a fair amount of |
rai_nfaﬂ. As an interest I record da_ily rainfall on a rain gauge at my
. re_sidenc:e'. I also_record temperatures wind direction and moon
| pﬁaées_. For the monfh of _Deoe_mber, 20101 record'ed:y-/'e had 21 days :
:offrain:fall with a total fall-recording 336.75 mm for the month. n
- anuary, 201'1 'th'e hea\riest rainfall I re'corded was on the 6th January, '
_. SWhere I recorded a fall of 43. 75 mm of rain. 1 now produce weather
; -'_"records complled by myself for the months of December, 2010 and
_'-:Janumy, 2011.. |

= | 4 As well as keeping: niy own weather records I continually monitor the -
'BOM sites. Irecall on Friday 77 anuary, 2011 I commenced
. _'momtormg the BOM site on my computer from about dmner trme up.

. to about 10.05am on Tuesday 11™ January, 2011.

'. 5 On IOth J anuary, 2011 I saw that the water from Oakey Creek had
g rrsen about half way up the park between Oakey Creek and my
- resrdence ThlS rise was not out of the ordinary for the Oakey Creek -
~in thls area. I saw that the park bench had the eastern side under water
however the western end was out of the water. This bench is located
' '_s.ome 50 metres frorn my resrdence. 1 can produce a photograph of

_'_this bench and its locatt'on. Detective Ainsworth took a phdtogmph o

- of this on 29/3/201 1.
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6 I notlced about 1 1 pm on 10“’ January, 201 1 the water had receded to-

. _bea d1stance of about 60 metres into the park I was aware that the

._ _BOM had 1ssued a flood warning for the Condamine River which is |
. Iocated about 55 kmh from my resrdence The Oakey, Doctors and
o Gowrle Creeks all ﬂow out to the Condamme River joining it just

B 'so__uth of__[_)alb.y. o

_.-._'-The BOM site provided a reading for the Gowrie Creek but 1o -reading' .
: " _was prov1ded for the Oakey Creek as there i is no gauge on the Oakey |
Creek at Oakey 1 have since found out that the closest gauge to

e . Oakey is on the Gowrle Creek south of Oakey
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As a'result of the rainfall in the area, on 10" January, 20111 contacted o
| :_the Toowoomba Regional Council on numerous occasions. I believe I
- attempted to contact them on at Ieast seven occasions. The purpose of '
these calls was to inquire as to the status of Cooby Dam. At 1.14pm, e
| on the same , date my wife ﬁnally got through to someone in the Water
~ and Sewerage Section of the Toowoomba Regronal Council to mqurre
:about Cooby Dam ThlS person (who I don t have his details
| _recorded) sa1d he would go out to the dam and check the heights of the

- 'water We never heard back from this person at all.

. At ab'out'IO'.OSar_ri on11™7 anuary, 2011 T contacted the State
: __Em'ergehcy Service (SES) on phone number 132500. T spoke to a

water in our vicinity. .

_'fema}e_SES officer for 4.43 minutes abou
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Thrs female adv1sed me that there ‘was 1o ﬂoodrng m Oakey and there

Would be no ﬂoodmg in Oakey I do not know what the name of thls

female 1s.

e _' 10. At tlns tnne due to the contlnuous rain and the nsrng agam of Oakey

oy Creek I started to. life up property inside my house Th1s included

. ._-hftlng the power boards removmg the water pump frorn the outsrde

= :ram tank hﬁmg power tools in the shed and other equrprnent 1 also L
- took the beddmg off the double bed and put it up on top of the

-wardrobe Around thrs time I saw the water rlse about 9cm in a perrod

: of about 90 seconds

| :ll :About 10.20am my Wife and I self 'e’va‘cuated- from our prem-ises At
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- This trme the water had r1sen over the concrete slab in the rear of our

. house. The Water Would have been about 50 mm over the slab When =
we_ left the house. _-The-wate_r_ contm__ued to rise ra_pldly,_ I made a

| ' 'de'o:i:s.ion not to risk the: safetsr_o'f my wife and myselt' _re_s'ulti_ng inour -
- :self evaeuat_ion-.' The -_ﬂood'Waters h'ad_'oo__rne from _Oakey Cre_ek_. My

| wife and 1 Waded along Stanley Street'an’d turned into Beale Street,
i . turned rlght into Davidson Street towards the Razlway Crossrng |
About halfway between Beale Street and the Rarlway Crossrng we

| _"Were picked up by our next door nerghbour and.- drrven to our

. -daughters place at Bell Street Oakey We stayed at our daughters _

| place for a number of days

Lo . ' 400 George Street Brisbane.
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12At ahout -Spm:on the 11th January, 201 1 I returned to our house as the':_. o

'ﬂ_'ood water ha.d-"r.eeeded. There was no 'Wat_er on my 'hou_se blockat -
- 'this -tirne The water had reoeded back into the park. We had about . o
_ .._200 mm. of water go through the house destroyrng carpets ' |
- .Whltegoods books and other property

13 On Wednesday 121:h January, 201 Iwe commenced cleanmg up our

o re31dence and moved back into the house on the followmg Saturday

I 14 At no stage d1d we receive any warnrng from the Toowoomba
_ _'Regmnal Councrl or emergency services about the pendlng ﬂood It
- .was my own research on the BOM site and monitoring of the ABC
radio that alerted me to the flood event. 1would say that the warnings
- on the BOM site. were ‘timely and accurate but as far as | could tell
B they d1d not necessarlly relate direct to Oakey As far as preparatlon L
.":for the ﬂood event in Oakey I would descrrbe the preparatron as non- .
exrstent There Wwas no mformatron from the’ councﬂ the SES could
“not a331st ‘with sandbags and in fact told us that there Would be no

flooding in Oakey.-

15.The only time Isawa council representative was when two council
_ 'e_'r:r:(p'loyeesj David Totenhofer and Karen King attended our __house |

©after the flood. They provided advice and assistance tous.
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a W_e_ were provided with an electrician to check :White goods, offered

S l'eg_é.l; eSSistance and cleanup" volunteers and we were also introduced
e ro:_th_e:T(:)owoornbe Recovery'Ce'ntr_e people.. Family and friends |

. pro-vide'd food and clean up'essistance The local-.'R.FS aesisted in the

- _clean up hosmg houses down. A nmnber of private people prov1ded

R '_:bobcats and trucks and in my oprnron they did not stop

16 I beheve an evacuatlon centre was set up in the Oakey erc Hall
L "however at the time of the flood T was not aware of thls
.' :evacuatron centre. No one had told us it was in ex1stence After the .
:ﬂoodzng event I believe the response in the commumty was excellent.
.Recovery of the area occurred very qulckly and a deal of assistance |
- :Was prov1ded Once the SES advrsed that they d1d not have sandbags '
- ADF staff klcked in and arranged sandbags for various premises .

:mcludmg business premrses

17 When the recovery phase was on the Toowoomba Reglonal Council-

advrsed the commumty of the clean up and also provrded trucks to

- remove rubbrsh from premises..

-18.0n 13™ March, 2011 1 provided Paul Lucas, Deputy Premier and
. -Aprorney_(}eneral for Queensland a s‘ubmi_ssi'on regarding what 1

~ believe to bea number of contributing factors to the flood events in

" Quakey.
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In th1s 'subini_ssmn which is attached to my statement I consider that

“the _ﬂboding_in Oakey was caused by three factors including; the

| remOval of culverts from the railway line, the inadequate -tailway

bridge over Doctor s Creek east of Jondaryan and the bridge over

- Oakey Creek on the Warrego nghway Bypass havmg an 1nsufﬁ01ent

' :opemng to allow ﬂow of water

~ BJEARSMAN

I acknowiedcre by v1rtue of section 110A(5)(c)(11) of the Justices Act 1886 that:

oy

@

- Justices Aet 1'88'6'

. ’I“ms wr statement by me dated } O ﬂfg QQD ! / . and contained in the pages numbered I
s trie to the best of my knowledge and behef and

1 make this statement knowmg that 1f lt were adnntted as evidence, I may be hable to
_ prosecutlon for statmcr in it anythmg that I know is false.

Si gnature

.Signedat Sq’zié&/ ..... thls"ﬁéx‘f}'; day of A/EIL 2011
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OATHS ACT 1867-1881
make this solemn declaration by viriue of &x
yrovisions of the Qaths Act 1867-1981 that:-
4y This typewritten statemnant by me dated Dio';ﬁ’/“

and comained in ihe foregoing pages aumbered
110 7 is trus to the best ot my knowiedgo

“and belief; and

2y 1 make it knowing that, if it weré admitted 23

evidence, | would be liohie to prosecution [

stated in it anyihing that | knew to be false.

iken and deciared before me k.
Ot-l'\r\ !

Wwitness. .

astice of the eacs/Commissioner for
~ {he State of Cysensiand.

Signature
‘t:@u@w,mb&
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