QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE
STATEMENT OF WITNESS

Date:

Statement of
Name of withesss

Date of birt : i Occupation:  School Principal

Name;

Rank: Detective Senior Reg. no.: 13755

Region/Command/Division Station: Task Force Galaxy
_—

Statement:

Time Commenced: 10:302 _
Thursday 27" January 2010
Location: Grantham State

Christie Maree MINNS stayg

L. I am a thirty three

I am currently
eensland).

ducation and Training (Qu

' Education and Training is as the school
principal of the Gr. ‘School, which is a primary school situated
at the top of the hill i It side of the railway tracks at Grantham, 1
have been employed fifithis ince January 2008. The school is sitnated
approximately one m the centre of Grantham, the centre being

the shops sitnated on nue, Grantham,

ok

2. My role within the )

31 within the town of Grantham.
ed and caters for students from

3. The Granf tesSchoolis theronlyseh
The school currently has 71 students enroll
prep to year seven,

4. T know that the town of Grantham regularly floods. I know this as | have
witnessed the town to flood personally and I have closed the school on
several occasions due to roads being cut off due to flooding. The school
was closed on 3™ March 2010 due to flooding. I am not sure of the other

dates, ‘
*1 essls signature) (Justice of the Peace {Qual.)/ (Signatur!gf police officer
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QP 0125 Statement of Witness Page 1 of 6




CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Christic Maree
5. I would. describe the community of Grantham to be within a Iower socio-

10. In May 2010, I we

1.

12.

13.

14,

economic arca, however the parents of the students are active in the school
community and they care a lot for their children’s health and wellbeing,
Many of the parents attended the primary school as previous students and
their families have lived in the Grantham area for many years.

%l personally know many of the focal residents
of the residents, including residents without

and also, their familieg M
Ehe ow me as the school principal,

children attengj,ﬁﬁg% :
’% vithin the school yards within the centre of the
well established, many of the residents of

Grantham know w?fgﬁgga myliouse is situated,

since October 2008. I reside at this house
] 2 half years, Rodney (Rod) William MINNS,
Rodney is employét i Queenstand Police Service and is a Sergeant
ASademy. :

Grantham State Sghools ‘ old building and the school has been
established for apprg 06 years. The buildings are timber buildings
and in a Queensl he buildings are elevated with non built in

vacant concreted spacennderithe buildings.

leave and my son, Harrison MINNS was
aid leave from October 2010 until the 19"

bormn in June 2010.
work officially on Thursday the 20% of

of January 2011.
January 2011. o
i o0la
remember that it rained Const
when it was not rainin;
remember that the

flooded.

ing this time, when I was in Grantham I
¥, I do not specifically remember any time
M0t remember the exact dates or times but [ do
under the railway bridge was regularly

On the 31% of Decejt od, Harrison and I went on holidays to my
parents holiday ho sheads where we stayed for three nights,
When w t mifgsand the creek under the railway

bridge was flooded and the water approaching towards William Street,

On Monday the 3" of January 2011, we returned to home to Grantham and
I saw that the creek under the railway bridge was still flooded and that the

water was over the roadway,

On Tuesday the 4™ of January 2011, Rod, Harrison and I went to stay at
my sisters unit at Moorooka, where we stayed for three nights. When we
left Grantham, the road under the railway bridge was still floaded.
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Christie Maree

15. On Friday the 7% of January 2011, we returned to Grantham and I saw that
the creek and under the railway bridge was heavily flooded. I would
describe the weather to be raining heavily and overcast, | remember driving
past the HOOK residence which is situated on the corner of William Street
and Gatfon Helidon Road and I saw that Sean and Theresa HOOK were
airing out property from under their house, which gave me the impression
that they had been 1 odéd::

16. Ui % ithe railway bridge and saw that the causeway
was; spoke with two students, Kayla and Tamika
iiciloinot park my in William Street as the street

flooded yesterda i rove home and patked the car at the school.

of January 2011; I remember that [ woke at
g0 to work. I remember that I heard a loud
o outside. I had never heard this noise before,
ack yard and I could see what looked Iike a big
the OVAL. 1 could see that all farming properties in
;’gg@at the water was flowing beside the railway
00 was with me and he filmed this with iy video

17. I remember Mon

18. During the day I % :

SImp in the house in the living room. T remember
ind I was feeding Harrison, I remember that
, Mts Minns, help, someone is caught in a

19. At about 4:00-4:15
that I had the front i
children screaming [}
car’,

and one parent,
$ going on?” and they fold
car down at the creck and that they needed
e school and I would get help.

20. I then walked outsi
Jamie Leec GREEN-SNIT:

21,

22.1 then rushed into the house and got the school keys to open up the school
and rushed over to the main building and opened up the main admin

building,
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Christie Maree

23. When I went to the school I saw that there were people standing on Victor
Street and they appeared to be in shock and crying. I recognised that it was
Shandy WILKIN and her children who live on Railway Street, Grantham. I
asked Shandy what happened and she told me that her house had been

- washed away. At this time a large amount of people began massing into
Victor Street outside of the school, I recognised these people to be local
residents and parents of children at the school, people were running up the
school from the railwa%%;iﬁ jge towards the school. '

ot

_\;amily to come inside the admin building and I
f§;”,=§:ome water. At this time, Rod came inside and
¥ing them water and talking to them.

LA

- Ialdieawas going to compile a list of people coming to
the school and I tHenioti a book and a pen, T then set up a table at the
front of the admi ,bg;; dingsto that Rod could take names when people came
in, people were fellj ???%%d% about people that were trapped and he was

i
using he phone 03 omergency services and tell them what was

.

26. A large flow of p%%pj ;ﬂ;@%hn coming into the school that night and they

SEREE R . . . '
were coming, goingiandshelping. Some of the people were injured with
cuts, abrasions an i:ér%e Eg%cl,g)roken limbs.

27. 1 arranged for bedg
- time people with
bedding and food, §

EE2
£

5
ST

1C 3V

28. I believe that in to Al - were approximately 30 people who came fo the
school that day. ] org difor people to use the phones and I organised for

the supply of foo %%o gple. At approximately 12:00am the flow of
people ceased and they, weiitio bed.

29. At approximately
school office, whic

30. The next morniry, wary at about 4:30am I awoke and more
people, Whoew et ghtzbofore, were outside standing on
Victor é'ﬁ‘é HitHer st [ wrote their names down on a piece of

~1°Sp
paper which I later gave to Rod. At this time I could hear helicopters in the
sky which I believed were rescuing people.

31. That day I assisted in general tasks, organising and directing families to

help. I arranged for the open downstairs of the admin building to be a meal
area where we barbequed food donated by the community, Both Rod and I
were arranging for people to be airlifted by priotitising by their need. A
number of police had arrived also and they were helping people into the

Helicopters on the School oval., ,
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Christie Maree

32. At about 1:00pm on this day, Rod spoke to me and he told me that he spoke
to someone on the phone and they told him that there will be no more

helicopter flights due to the weathet.

33. At this stage, there were only six people left at the school who were without
homes and they all stayedifiiat night at the school.

T

34. The next e
Loy o
be%gﬁ Tl a% & 1

betWeen 50 and Qs
with only aboutif;&y;(
was constantly élg, gj
general safety and intor

S b

35. On Thursday evi j

AR

36. On Friday the 15[500 )
Police Station arrg%“é* :
discontinued any ‘}3 '
still responsible fof:

37. On that night, 1 gay
the community. T a¢

|

38. The next morning z%i
to my house to reliey;

2

fter meals,

;on messag

iesdagithe 13" of January, large amounts of people
%@? &3, I would estimate the number of people to be
e the people would generally disperse
maining as a constant nmumber. Because Rod
thorities on his mobile phone, he delivered
©s to people every meal time, until

14™ of January, Rod and ] organised for a
“effﬁ%ld in the downstairs area of the school. We
wiify Plcalth workers to talk fo the comumunity about
diat the school to assist families,

» Sergeant Howard GLASS of the Helidon
took over as the community liaison. Rod
‘continued to assist on a minor level as I was

Ihity message in relation to general hygiene to
heth on general cleaning and suggested that the
' home ‘should and advised them this as
ad concerns,

iie of my work colleagues, Matt GURR came
ly duties for the weekend as [ needed a break,
d, Harrison and I left town for the evening,

39. At about 5:00pm, W and I continued my duties with assistance of

Matt GURR

5
H

40. Matt and I arranged for a Separate area to be established, separate to the
school but within the school grounds for the community,

41, On Sunday the 16™ of January, two large marquees were erected on the
netball court with toilet and shower facilities for the community to use, All

!Witness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qualy

!Signatu! of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: MINNS, Christic Marce

42. On the Thursday 20" of January 2011, school resumed for staff without
students,

43. On Monday the 24" of January, all students returned to school as normal,
and 1 continued my role as principal of the primary school.

44. Today on the 27" of Jai
where I gave this,sfat

Christic Maree MINNS:

T acknowledge by virtue of section | 10A(5)(c)(ii) of the

(1) This written statement by me dated 27/0 1
of my knowledge and belief: and

) I make this statement knowing that, if it W&
in it anything that 1 know is false, -

itness’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.y 1gnatuge of police officer
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