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WATER FOR LIFE

17 February 2011

Lyall Hinrichsen

Acting General Manager

Water Allocallon and Planning

Department of Environment and Resource Management
GPQO Box 2464

BRISBANE GLD 4001

Dear Mr Hinrlchsen,
Revised InterIm Program -~ Moreton Resource Operations Plan

Seqwater notes that the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Eneray and Minister for Trade
announced on 13 February 2011 that, In order to temporarlly increase the flood mitigation capacity
of Wivenhoe Dam, the water storage level in the dam was to be reduced to and held at 75% of its
Full Supply Level (FSL) until the end of the wet season on 31 March 2011.

The announcement followed advice from the SEQ Water Grid Manager on @ February 2011 that_
the Grid Manager had no objection to Wivenhoe Dam being drawn down to 75% of its FSL from a
waler security perspective, and that the temporary draw down Is unlikely to impact the Grid
Manager's ability to comply with its obligations under the South East Queensland System
Operating Plan or Grid Contracts, .

In light of the Grid Manager's advice, the exlreme nature of the January 2011 roodA aevent and
Seqwater's modelling, Seqwater recommended to DERM that Wivenhoe Dam's storage level be
temporarily reduced to 75% of lts FSL to temporarlly Increase its flood mitigation capacity.

We note the Director-General of DERM agreed to implement the above reduction In the water
slorage lavel, In the manner stated in hIS letter dated 11 February 20141.

On 14 February 2011, the Moreton Resource Operations Plan was amended as contemplated in
the Director-General's letter of 11 February 2011, to include a new Section 13(6A) permilting a -
Resourca Operations Licence holder with an approved interim program to submit a revised
program to the chlef executive for approval.

Seqwater is a Resource Operations Licence holder under the Morston Resource Operalions Plan
with an approved interim program, and hereby submits a Revlsed Interim Program for the approval
of the chief executive under Section 13(7) of the Moreton Resource Operations Plan.

The Revised Interim Program, if approved, would authorise releases:
+ to effect the Initial reduction In the water storage level of Wivenhoe Dam to an 'Interim
Security Supply Level' being 75% of its FSL, from 20 February 2011; and

¢ thereafter, until 31 March 2011, to bring Wivenhoe Dam back to the Interim Security
Supply Level where inflows occur after the initial reduction. .

Ia connection with the above releases:

» a duly engineer will be monitormg ra(nfall as currently occurs in respect of operational
releases; and

»  Seqwater will provide Information regarding release volume and timing to:
- Somersel Reglonal Councll, lpswich Cily Gouncil and Brishane Cily Council; and
- the mid-Brisbane River irfigator commumnity.

+ The same Information wilt also be provided to the communication managers of Somerset
Reglonal Councll, Ipswich City Council and Brisbane City Council via the Water Grld and
will be included on the Water Grid manager and Seqwaler websites. Additionally, the
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Water Grid Manager will include release Information as part of its ‘daily communication
updates and such information will be included In the Water Grid 1800 updates.

Should chief executive approval be given In respect of the Revised Interim Program, Seqwater's
releases pursuant to that approved program would not commence until after Seqwater had
provided notiflcations to third parties (Including Councils) and the finalization of the other actions
referred to in the letter from your Director-General to Seqwater, dated 11 February 2011.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Borrows
Chief Execulive Officer

enc
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Seqwater Interim Program — Moreton Resource Operations Plan
{Revised 17 February 2011)

The Moreton Resource Operatlons Plan (the ROP) commenced on 7 December 2009, The
Queensland Bulk Water Supply Authority (trading as Seqwater) is the Resource Operations Licence
Holder under the ROP for the following Water Supply Schemes:

s (Central Brisbane River Water Supply Scheme;
o Pine Véileys Water Supply Scheme; and
e Stanley River Water Supply Scheme.

* Where Squater, as the ROL holder, is unable to meet requirements of the ROP on its
commencement, a structured process is avallable whereby a statement of programs currently in
existence can be prepared and submitted to the Departmenf of Environment and Resoutce .
Management (DERM), to be followed by an Interim Program. The box helow sets out the relevant
provisions under the ROP, '

Relevant ROP Requirement

Interim Program

$13(1) The chlef executive and the resource aperatlons flcence holder must Emplement requirements of this plan as soon as is
practical within the timeframes stated below,
513(2) Subsections 3 to 11 apply where a resource operations ficance holder Is unable to meet the requirements of this plan
ch the day this plan commences,
513{3) The resource oeperations licence holder must —

{a} within 2 months of commencement of this plan, submlt a statement of programs currently in existence, to the chlef

executive for approval; and
{b)  within 6 months of commencement of this plan, submit a program for moeting the requlremants of this plan to
the chief executive for approval, including a timetable and interlm methods to be used,

$13{4) The resource operatlons licence holder may, where an emergency or operational incldent results in an inability to
comply with any rules or requirements of this plan, submit an interim program for meeting the requirements of this plan to
the chief executlve for approval, including timetable and Interim methods to be used.
513(5) Where the submitted program relates to the Water Monitoring Data Collection Standards, the program must Include
the accuracy of methods currently used,
s13(6} The chief executlve, In considering any submitted program, imay request additlonal Information,
5s13(6A) Desplte anything in subsectlons 2, 3 or 4, a resdurce operatlons licence holder with an approved Interlm program may
submlt to the chief executlve a revised program for conslderation under subsection 7,
513(7) The chlef executive, in considering any submitted program, may either-

{a) approve the program with or without conditions;

(b) amend and approved the amended program; or

{c} require the resource operations licence holder to submit a revised program.
s13(8) Within 10 business days of making a decision on a program submItted under this section the chief executive must
notify the resource operations Heence holder of the decision,
513(9) Following approval of the program by the chief executive, tha resource operations licence holder must—

{a) Implement and operate In accordance with the approved program; and

{b) make public detalls of the approved program on thelr internet slte,
513{10} Where there Is conflict between the provisions of this plan and the provislons of an approved program, the approved
program prevalis for the time that the approved program is In place, |
$13(11) Where this section applles, the resource operations licence holder may continue to operate under the exlsting
program untll the program submitted under this section Is approved.

Seqwater submitted a Statemént of Current Programs to DERM on 5 February 2010, in accordance -
with Section 13 of the ROP. ‘ '




Seqwater submitted an [nterim Program for the Moreton ROP to DERM in May 2010, as required
under s13 of the ROP. After consultation with and at the request of DERM, an amended Interim
Program was submitted to DERM on 27 August 2010. A delegate of the Chief Executive approved
Seqwater’s 27 August 2010 Interim Program on 3 December 2010,

On 14 February 2011, the ROP was amended to permlt a Resource Operations Licence Holder to '
submit a revised program.

Under Section 6A of the ROP, this Revised Interim Program is now submitted to DERM for approval
to facllitate the temporary reduction of the water storage level at Wivenhoe Dam to temporarily
increase the flood mitigation capacity of the dam.
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