- Statement of Withess B Queenslandikloods Commission ofilnquiry

Name of Witness Edward Robert William SPARK
Date of Birth

Address and contact deiails

Occupation Meatworker,

Officer laking statement Det Insp Mark Ainsworth

Date taken 28/3/2011

Edward Robert William SPARK states;

1. 1 am-years of age and I reside at _
_ I am currently employed as a meatworker at

2. Irecall Monday 10" January, 2011. On this date in the morning I was at
a friends place, John Wheeler. John lives at _
- At about 10.30am on the same date John and I drove to the
Grand Central Shopping Centre where we arrived around 11am. At this
time I recall it was raining lightly. I do recall that we had a considerable
amount of rain the previous Saturday and Sunday in the Toowoomba

area.

3. On travelling to the Grand Central Shopping Centre situated at the corner
of Dent and Margaret Streets, Toowoomba, John and I went into the food
court area where we had lunch. By this time it would have been around
11.30am. The Grand Central Shopping Centre is located on the western
side of the railway line and the West Creek. It is probably the largest

shopping centre in Toowoomba and is very popular with the local

community.
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4, After finishing lunch, we walked to the front entrance of the shopping
centre which is located on Margaret Street. 1 could see that rain was
much heavier than what it was when we arrived at the shopping centre. I
looked over in the direction of the McDonalds Restaurant which is
located diagonally opposite the Grand Central on Margaret Street and I
could see that there was water across the road and some minor flooding
had commenced. The rain seemed to get a lot heavier and continued to

rain heavily for about the next half an hour.

5. Whilst I was standing at the front door of the Grand Central Shopping
Centre I commenced video recording the water coming down Margaret
Street and the surrounding area on my mobile phone. By this time it
would have been about 12.15pm. I recorded about 2 to 3 minutes of
footage. Included in this footage was drain located at the front door of
the Grand Central which was bubbling up and spurting out water. Also
included is a photograph of water spurting out of a drain located in the
middle of the traffic island on Margaret Street. On occasions this water

- would spurt about 10 foot in height.
I now produce a disc which is a copy of the footage I recorded on my
mobile phone depicting various flooding events around the Grand

Central Shopping Centre on 10 January, 2011.

6. After a short while, John and I then walked to the Garden Town
Shopping which is over the train line from the Grand Central Shopping

Centre, a distance of about 300 metres.
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As we walked down Margaret Street, the water was about knee deep and
was running quite fast. I would estimate that it was running at a speed of
about 20 to 25 kilometres per hour. At this time I estimate that it would

have been about 1pm.

7. Once at the Garden Town Shops John and I met up with other friends.
We remained at these shops for about half an hour and then left and
walked to the bus stop located in Dent Street near the intersection of
Margaret Street. This bus shelter adjoins the train line and is directly
opposite the Grand Central Shopping Centre on the eastern side of Dent
Street. Once at this bus stop my friends and I were standing in about
knee deep water which I would estimate was running about 30 kmh. I

remained at the bus stop for about 30 minutes.

8. I could see that the water from running along West Creek in a northerly
direction. The water was now at about waist height and was running at
about 40kmh. At this time I saw several cars and other items flow down
Dent Street in a northerly direction towards Margaret Street. One of my
friends, Jake yelled out that he thought he could see someone in one of
the vehicles being washed down Dent Street. As a result Jake and |
walked along Dent Street in the direction of the cars to try and confirm if

there was anyone in the vehicle.

9. We managed to walk about 10 metres from the bus stop along Dent Street

in a southerly direction where I managed to grab hold of a tree. We could

not walk any further due to the rapid flo
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From where I was I could see that there was no one in the vehicle and
that we had mistaken the vehicle headrest as a person, At this time the
water had risen to about chest height and was running at about 50 to
60kmh. At this time Jake decided to swim baék to the bus shelter where
he felt he would be in a safer position. As I am not a strong swimmer I
decided to remain holding onto the tree. I felt this was a safer option for

myself.

10 Whilst holding onto the tree the water increased in speed and was raging
past me. I saw cars, tyres, timber and other items floating past me at a
fast rate of speed. At this time was very concerned for my safety and I
continued to hold on as tight as I could to the tree. After a period of time
I saw fire officers from the swift water rescue team (SWRT)on the other
side of Dent Street. These officers were trying 7t0 throw a rope to me in
an attempt to rescue me. Whilst they were doing this I heard a lot of
people screaming and yelling for me to look out. As a result I looked up

Dent Street and saw a white van floating down the water in my direction.

11.I could see this van had some writing on it which I believe said, ‘Patrina
Windscreens.” I saw this van hit a tree that was about 5 to 6 metres south
of the tree [ was holdiné onto and that it actually knocked the tree over
and continued to travel in my direction. I made a decision to continue to
hold onto the tree I was holding onto as tight as I could. After a short
time the van hit the tree I was holding onto. I felt the tree shake and

thought some of the roots of the tree had
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The van then bounced off the tree and continued to float north towards
Margaret Street. Once it past me I saw it hit a bus stop sign just behind
where I was. At the time when I saw the van travelling in my direction I

did not think I would survive.

12.At about this time the SWRT managed to get a rope to me. I tied the rope
around my waist. Shortly after a SWRT member came over to where I
was and put a life jacket on me. At this time the water flow had slowed a
little and they managed to walk me to safety. I estimate that I was
holding onto the tree for about 45 minutes prior to being rescued. Once I
was rescued [ was taken to the Toowoomba Base Hospital where I was
examined by a doctor. I was released immediately and returned to my

friend John’s place.

13.Prior to this incident I have lived in Toowoomba for a period of four
years. | have never seen flooding like this in that time in the area, I
believe that if it weren’t for the SWRT I may not be here today. They put
themselves in danger to save myself, dodging floating debris, cars and

other items.

14.0n 28" March, 2011 I took investigators around the vicinity of locations
mentioned in this statement. They took photographs of certain locations
that I pointed out to them including drainage pipes, Dent Street where I
was hanging onto the tree and photographs of where I indicated high

water levels towards the direction of the Garden Town shopping centre.
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15.Prior to the 10" J anuary, 2011, I did hear on the radio and television

weather reports in relation to rainfall in the Toowoomba area. I consider

these reports were accurate.

Justices Act 1886
I acknowledge by virtue of section 110A(5)(c)(ii) of the Justices Act 1886 that:

(1) Thiié*ﬁtten statement by me dated Z(S//j / / ..... and contained in the pages numbered 1
0 ks » is true to the best of my knowledge and belief; and

2) I make this statement knowing that, if it were admitted as evidence, I may be liable to
prosecution for stating in it anything that I know is false.

Signed a%ﬂ% ..........

400 George Street Brisbane

GPO Box 1738 Brisbane
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone 1300 309 634
Facsimile +61 7 3405 9750
www.floodcommission.gld.gov.au
ABN 65 959 415 158

Witness Signatlu'ignature of offi

Page Number 6 of 6




28/03/2011 17 §2

VIEAS FRO#] S hcsaceT S s OF by Lol .v\\\u\\
fogrs LK G Tt RS AT ST 4




P

4 S
e duu/w__r:_.hnu._ﬁuﬂ,
| ¢ .Jrnrn- —

e

‘I.‘\\ Lo e
..,. ;
1

b

. }

- T —
T LS

% o' SpE R\\m \

P\\(\AW\

G5

v\ \\Mﬁ\\s\.




 LBDUE LY 1P P07
Y R s A L ald v
12 g yru27dS doddin ser 22T

il

r———

R |

2

SH. wsrecrs o7 k.u.mwﬂw
Sipe oF lacipee7 STKEET




e e = il

N\i\ STCPET \\ m w\\%.\\\\m\ Whete
Pl WH S 1 TIFL \ STV -




x.\m&&w\p% Tes A#° STt UvTIE
Ih S HIir 5y TPl L 1 U

%

THEE s AT LA SiTpAic AWPS L/ E -

wMens (T AAS 775y S~ A TE (P

o~ AT SIREET







* 2L AP

S St S

Loy A _Z3

(179 L7)T

-

ol
|
A |
N
N
N
3
%

&,

Pl s 24
= dia




§)
3
9
A
“5

L e o . M
Py iy SR




