QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE ﬁ;%gsﬂ

STATEMENT OF WITNESS ol

Abd

QOccurrence #:

Date: 13/01/2010

Statement of
Name of wils

Date of birt . N Occupation: Home duties

Name: SMITHARD,

Reg. no.: 4009854

Rank: Semior Consta
Region/Cormmand/Divisions:

Station: Taowoomba TCS

Statement:
1. Iam alllyear old rnot'

v husband Jethro William Jaimmes NORMAN

\ .and Vera Estelle NORMAN l I had
2004. 1then moved into the cottage in 2007

road. I reside at this

- and Israel Wille

lived in the house on :}ZL 55

when [ got married.

2. My parents and two

bedroom house,

and my sister Victoria (i

house in 2004,

3. My parent’s house is o cin side of the creek. The house is a low set

brick four bedroom hoi rthern side of the house is a 4 bay 12 x 6

metre colour bond shed also out
the front of house. There was also a small garden type shed near the fence line.

4. There is a spring fed creck and divides the house and cottage. There crossing
over the creek is called Kirsop bridge. Generally the deepest part of the creck

that runs through our property is around knee high. It is about just over a metre

wide.
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: NORMAN, Sarah Jane
5. On a heavy down pour the creek will rise and become a width of about 3 metres

wide. It would be about 1 metre or so in depth. Even when the creek has been
high after a downpour I have never seen it much higher than this. I have seen the
water come in a burst but it has always been well below the level of the bank,

The whole time fthat I have lived there I have never seen the water rise or come

near the top of the bank N ts, siblings and I have always been very aware
of the rise and fall: i have also never seen the water come over the
Kirsop bﬁ{ﬁg;a ;;gped us from getting in and out of the property.
The water would rise Y, r%équwkly

station. This creek rung]

flowing creek but it wonld here was rain. Recently due to the amount of

It is not as wide as the other creek but it is

7. About a week or so ag dad got a small amount of water which had

flowed from this oreek

se. It was just a very small amount of water
that went into the shed. ard was covered by a small amount of water.

I’d say it was about think this may have been around the 27% of

o sleepers tall. I am aware that he had put

ickle that would seep through the
wall. It had stopped the flooding or water going into the shed and to the front

yard,

9. Dad had also dug some trenches on the northern side of the shed. This was a
small trench filled with rocks which diverted the water from the shed towards
drains he had put in. Dad had put a drain out the front of the house/shed and also

one behind the house near the pool. The drain near the pool had pipes buried
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’ Page 2 of 6

QP 0125 Statement of Witness




CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: NORMAN, Sarah Jane
underground and this ran the water into the creek at the back of the house. The

drain at the front also had pipes buried and it ran water out to the other creek.

10. On the evening of the 9™ of January 2011, I went over to Mum and Dads and 1

observed that the water was still being diverted and the drains were still working

and taking the water away.
s

14. I tried to contact my hy

onto him. I called a fai

help mum with the hou; that he and another fiiend Brendon BAKER

would come down.

15. After this I heard somejj oises. I went out of my cottage and towards

16. I could see water forcef down the hills, down McCormack road and

the creek behind the
another waterway be he back of the house.

eck between the houses. 1 also could see

17. I have never seen so much water move so forcefully it was just knocking things
down in its path.

18. I noticed that Mum and Dads house was under water. The water level was about
2 foot down from the gutter of the roof. This had all occurred in about twenty
minutes. I went back inside my house and called the police.

19. After I got off the phone to the police I went back ouiside and ran down near the

bridge to see if I could see anyone. I couldn’t see anyone at that point. I did take
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: NORMAN, Sarah Jane _
a couple of photographs of the water. 1 went back up to Murphy’s creek road to

see if I could see anyone there.

20. I noticed two men up on the road and as I was yelling out they came over. Weall
went back towards the creek. One of these men told me that someone else on the

road had told them they had seefl, someone over near the house waving.

21. T went back over to thes® uld see the front of Mums house. I could see

=
Sam was holding; ( t%ﬁ;jgar the front door, He was signally and trying
5 understand him.
men wetre and told them. I then ran back to

where I was and I co 3@; ! Sam holding on the post and trying to get a

with his hand in a sw
interpreted that Mum
to me the shape of a

L

pointing I interpreted thg
24. 1 went back up and told:
I think they then went £

ran back inside and callé

25,1 called Johnny FOW
them to come down as §

just waited.

26, About an hour or so I s3
house. The water wa

Victoria come out fromii]

27.1 saw them ngalk oV
don’t knowt\ﬁ
Victoria then rang me on my mobile phone and told me of the situation,

28. This had matched up to what I had interpreted as to what Sam had been
signalling, I just tried to comfort her and was telling her, others were coming and
so were the police.

29. After a short time I was aware that Victoria had been collected by Craig who is

that care taker of the railway at spring bluff, In that time I saw Sam over near the
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: NORMAN, Sarah Jane

bridge on the house side of the creek. I went inside to see my kids and next

minute Sam came into the cottage.
30. Sam had seen some workers from the railway were on the other side of the

bridge. He grabbed a snatch strap from my place and went down and was

helping others come over the creek.

5
e

a§ she wanted to come fo my cottage. Sam went

32. 1 received a phone call
told me to disconnect {h
then realised I didn’t [Rnt

searching for Mum and:

33. Soon after this Jethro, Jo

34. During this time two p

some details.

S I NORMAN

Justices Act Acknowledgement
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