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river levels, particularly the level at Savages Crossing, the nearest marker to
Fernvale.

| concentrated on TV and the internet rather than the radio for any warnings or
updates as we.have limited radio receplion where we are.

From the nows we became aware of what was termed the “Lockyer Valley
Disaster” where the flooding In the area was extremely fast and many people lost
their lives. '

| started to become anxious about the possible impact on the Somerset and
Brisbane Valleys dus to the sheer volume of water flowing down the Lockyer and
Bremer Rivers. h

There were numerous madia releases at the time regarding the Lockyer Valley
but there were no warnings or directions to resldents of the Sommerset or
Brishane Valleys 1o prepare for, or consider evactiating due to likely flooding,

By approximately 6pm, | declded it was unsafe for my children to be exposfe'd to
the very real potential of a significant Iiash flood. l drove a few Kms along the
Brishane Valley highway towards ipswich to check if the road was sfill open.
There was no sign of flooding. On my return we packed photographs and other
important documents Into my daughters car and she drove the two of them to
their grandparent’s residence in Macgregor. We anxiously waited for the call

from my daughter to say she arrived.

My mind was turned to the devastating impact of the floods previously in
Grantham and | was worted that our lives would be in danger. | placed a ladder
at the back of the house with a rope to tie to a post if my wife and | needed to get
to the roof and secure ourselves to prevent heing washed away. | surmised if
people in Grantham had the opportunily to take such measures, there may not

have been such a great loss of life.

There was still no news or warning regarding our area through any media or
smergency servlces direclly and | didnt know what other measures or
precautions that we should take.
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