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The river height, 30{t,3
6iin, at the  Wharl§
§ Street flood = gange nlF
£ midnight last night was3
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- RAINFALL RECORD!

Rainfall at Maryborough has been officially recorded

since 1870, , .
The follewing chart has been compiled from data.-supplied: - by
Crohamhurst Observatory and the Chronicle’s own_ records; : :
Hear Far.  Feh, Mar, Apr. May Jun. Yol Aug.  Sep.  Qct. Naov.
1870 —— 969 4043 427 653 290 719 333 100 465 367
1871 1023 135 545 241 St 10 108 12 132 554 309
1872 19200 954 427 97 186 166 134 208 97 242 469
1873 433 1088 872 276 200 1025 55 460 {43 L46 750
1874 1182 322 496 592 119 227 352 188 256 11§ 180
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1875 374 2543 1651 246 6500 214 467 39 37 636 660 378 7915 | § witbie din. of equalling §
876 -~ 417 296 223 710 1130 279 320 .86 4 299 34 498 4296 | Maryborough's  fourth3
1877 1148 29 575 (S0 63 184 423 360 282 400 505 178 4297 § highest flood since  ré-3
1878 358 963 316 85 473 205 5 60 232 0 229 1110 4036 § cordings first wered
1879 608 S77 459 555 434 319° 345 1271 383 324 445 579 6299 made, u 1890, 3
1880 306 820 487 924 48 20 146 0 233 432 529 523 4469 I the sev ior S
1881 503 258 458 315 286 286 0 117 364 219 239 101 346" §,,In the seven ey
1882 20 649 747 198 507 301 52 126 91 1960 113 186 5498 Y oods  preceding  thes
1883 818 704 181 139 217 50 29 175 150 256 28 311 3058 present one fhe heightss
1884 384 243 364 335 604 145 183 5SS 38 (92 693 314 3550 Mei890: 3260 3i

1885 292 245 981 83 208 41 0 92 383 24t 296 214 3456 990: 32ft. 3in,

1893; 401t 2in.
1898: 30f¢. 10in,
1921: 23ft. 6in, -
1928; 22t, 6in,
1955 370t, 1lin,
1956; 24ft, 9in,

E886 708 378 396 429 344 859 371 222 530 115 371 527 5250
T487 454 1205 1222 746 65 32 292 335 208 35 370 351 5405
1888 128 1003 86 291 106 64 23 119 56 85 156 407 2614
1389 63 78 634 791 406 43 618 283 295 31 315 674 433)
1690 961 740 1430 S61 471 243 66 146 302 23 367 415 5725
1891 406 74 522 312 595 1075 152 296 154 166 297 831 4880

177

. . e S
LT L Il

(892 320 146 1740 677 294 110 198 [0S 206 702 404 648 5551 | The ,11955 flood - pro.
1893. 1710 3041 486 211 191 1165 463 482 122 96 S48 [42 R662 duced fhe greatest daes
(8341825 430 1287 291 386 227 5 48 323 {81 285 300 5588 § 2% t date, because the s
1895 3006 552 192 342 55 17 241 24 218§ 91 359 §36 5813 “:(‘1-" _-fl" ex?a“91ﬂ°°:}“§
(496 687 2187 223 205 252 190 155 77 43 {9 455 392 4685 | Ay commrercians TS
1897 268 384 661 1§ 46 195 573 16 339 65t 77 706 4044 | § oMY ally e md 3
1898 964 781 2049 186 275 267 39 156 225 178 125 336 5801 | tally, - €1 waens
{899 804 587 591 459 335 420 17) 149 229 120 S| 413 4329 o oand: the. . earlier ¢
1900 488 178 326 117 433 (21 432 57 355 122 68 (I8 2815 "535?70“?955- consid. 3
1801 503 551 [176 556 409 222 306 587 105 (54 184 154 4907 e B e
|62 129 75 96 137 36 24 29 57 69 91 11 402 1276 grapte DUNCING: propram 3

1903 209 276 323 66 1133 160 617 109 193 262 396 S04 4248 has Deey. almost:. - cont-3

1504- 264 356 394 1007 442 137 39 46 62 352 262 233 3294
1803 2069 267 274 348 356 121 726 104 248 (25 466 4415
1906 386 834 677 102 485 264 15 231 647 122 249 439 44352
1907 552 784 1028 125 321 605 64 93 25 273 40 581 4800
(908 577 1024 1123 267 225 36 HI (86 105 1% 20 164 4173
1908 851 THL 246 249 93 256 509 253 156 S© 394 66 4453
E910 565 314 518 172 64 574 157 35 122 153 s26 319 3519
1811 1693 66L 720 261 6 11 79 147 9304 90 498 448y
522 239 393 1318 32 109 916 202 124 6 554 416 319 4630

above those affected by 3
the flood of (hat year. §

At midnight =~ Iasi3
night it was coosidered §
that, if furiher: beavy §
rains did pot gecur (o3
produce local flooding,?
there  would . he very 3
title further effect ond

1913 2357 621 173 SDO 720 348 226 0 14l 351 287 644 6364 the fown  From  thel
[B14 270 1195 1289 189 177 644 68 162 235 S00 54 189 4972 height  of  the  rivecd
1915 341766 29 103 223 84 180 121 2094 11 129 237 2498 & 3

itselF,

Lz

1916 191 754 348 507 576 321 283 266 382 570 634 539 344}
1917 390 268 604 [30 254 27 51 236 363 179 893 522 4119
1918 1454 739 494 335 1y5 9 46 36 175 55 24 2124 3877
1519 37240 497 293 635 81 55 142 0292 21 30 2343
192G 1237 122 224 241 371 344 158 {90 225 428 265 1008 4813
21 756 200 502 976 221 389 337 131 290 116 382 (175 5475
1922 701 99§ 80 34 188 280 247 45 22 28 213 659 3595
(923 526 514 241 962 152 439 324 74 223 92 224 832 4605
1024 244 1004 737 254 165 135 46% 162 357 427 436 447 4837
1925 1379 470 690 172 118 873 34 160 67 82 641 643 5329
1926 491 53 341 Jd68 Y44 259 G0y 4 350 105 12 217% 3387,
1927 - 1718 614 7735 421 12396 8f 36 209 705 386 384 .5787
1928 641 1737 279 1334 116 574 120 42 4% 48 891 510 5533 |
929 418 321 250 1275 25 255 IO 36 406 426 245 3730 |}
1930 1134 500 305 2700 566 1137 96 343 98 79 6l 186 5175
1931 [34 2356 556 289 246 163 81 287 75 528 449 895 5659
1832 62 135 B8 773 117 225 21 67 295 S90 180 425 2908 |
t933 561 538 960 365 95 228 330 180 373 828 884 967 5445
1934 244 2116 253.1012 324 149 217 202 116G 388 577 696 6244
1935 466 704 152 635 254 2 386 116 333 194 |52 55 30458
1336 286 246 532 142 295 461 148 & 18 110 209 393 2840
1837 145 659 1303 303 26 163 254 .89 6 181 1397 323 385¢
1938 844 186 872 100 662 218 398 [82 6§ 425 471 34 4610
1239 873 205 919 316 215 350 289- |19 290 233 424 4303
t940 219 731 888 139 132 65 {1} 24133 62 423 483 351G
941  g34 509 448 283 79 215 23 5% 10 98 71 329 3596
1942 376 634 34 414 215 151 226 137 398 538 1069 4183
1243 617 456 . 46 239 199 126 69 202 544 487 883 3868
1944 711 436 273 65 188 213 436 136 124 12| 369 310 33382
1845 797 643 34p 195 294 266 438 43 314 204 105 308 3008
1246 570 224 730 250 102 18 G 6d 75 124 147 221 2534
1947 623 1396 939 675 194 29 25 134 453 (14 506 393 3477
1943 341 477 829 481 732 523 137 &6 [4¢ 84 . 154 436 4400
1949 658 1104 (371 193 123 182 136 77 315 1545 399 381 6484
S AS50 482197 1A 3420205 44T TIT I3 I 557 670 290 6666
POST 1233 268 291 185 86 73 1T 56 55 gp 50 18% 2603
952 565 418 2(59 393 576 225 153 210 191 151 103 119 5265
1953 396 1103 1619 404 50  21. 3 415 71 678 620 469 5849
1954 5(7 1478 189 297 278 118 1454 276 H450 437 21 243 3931
1955 216 618 2073 515 1018 118 167 16 195 620 139 1435 7150

1956 599 1816 2074 2635 663 3543 223 18 82, 498 400 1664 8845
1957 121 331 760 37 17 174 A T 117 Aanc ca sean
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Muddy brown water began
creeping into Maryborough's
low-lying homes last night but
the city is well prepared for its
biggest tlood for 18 years.

About a dozen houses in ‘the low-
lying areas of Fort, Wyland and Kent
streets had been evacuated by last
pight. The flooded Mary River is ex-
pected to peak when it is pushed back
by the high tide-at dawn today, A peak
of 9 m is predicted, about 2 m below
1974.

Maryborough will feel the last lash
of the tropicat tow that dumped up to
half o metre of rain on a serip of the
south Gueensland coast late last week,
The monsoon delpge firsi swiped Pa-
cific Haven snear Howard, then
swamped Gympie with its biggest flood
since 1955 and poured more foadwa-
ters into parts of the Sunshine Coast.

One man died and another went
missing in floodwaters near Brishane
as the depression moved south.

In Muaryborough, preparations for
the flood moving downstream from
Gympie begun in eariest on Saturday,
A small army of workers beavered to
move zear and stock from industrial
sites in Lower Kent Street and Ann
Steeet and farns in The Pocket.

Inner city shops with busements
were also cleared of stock and portable
goods. Cars and caravans were shifted
from Ferry Streef businesses near the
Lamington Bridge, which disappeared
from view early yesterday. Across the
road, residents and holiday makers
methadically moved vans from Wallace
Caravan Park.

Granville was cut off at Guava
Street by vesterday morning but Coast
Guard Sandy Straits ferried people
across to the southern end of the
Granville Bridge until bridge access
was cut late in the afternoon.

Power to outlying areas, rural roads
and city streets of Maryborough were
cut steadily through the day as water
backed up through creeks and pullies

ol the river and Tinana Creek.

Some rural areas have been without
power since Saturday afternoon. An
clectricity board spokesman said yes-
terday a helicopter crew had been un-

Mﬁ%@%h@ﬂ@gg ol Mm‘aﬁwﬂaﬂag

able to isolate the problem. Another
flight would be made this morning.

The helicopter belonging to Mr Pe-
ter Foxe of the Carriers Arms. which
wis used in emergency operations on
Friday, will also be put to use this
morging to ferry milk, bread and other
supplies — including school principal
Mal Jurgensen — to Granville. Al-

dridge principal and Granville resident -

Norm Kleidon will make the return
journey. All scheols will be open to-
day. although aumbers are expected to
be dowin.

Nombers will also be down at some
work places but major disruptions are
unlikely., Hyne and Son will ferry
workers across Guava Street to the
sawmifl sites above flood height in cast
Kent Street.” :

An ambulance officer, a doctor and
two nurses on standby at Granville
were prepared for any emergency and
could even handle minor operations
while the suburb was jsolated, 2
spokesman said.

A fire unit was also stationed at
Granville. About 1 pin yesterday [lire-
men pumped water into two above-
ground fuet tanks at the Mobil depot
in Kent Street. Police feared the tanks
would float away. Rising wuter
stopped the men pumping after about
45 minutes.

Thousands of sightseers were out
yesterday to gaze at the surging flood-

‘waters. SES workers warned people on

the northern approach to the Laming-
ton Bridge to walk on the road be-
cause of snakes sheltering in the grass
on the footpath, Several snakes were
seen in the river from vantage points in
Queens Park,

Main routes west and south of Mary-
borough cut and opened during the
day as the flood peak moved down-
stream. It reached 214 m at Gvmpi
at 8.50 op Sy gy and last night
was dropping at 20 cm an hour. The
highway north of Gympie was open
but is expected to stay cut south of the
city until after noon today.

The river peaked at Traro last nioht
‘at [8.45 m at Y pm, ’

Further detailis,
photos: inside.
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Mary River peaks
since 1893 big 'un

The Mary River spilled into Gympice yesterday at lev-
els higher than in 1974 and almost as high as in 1955
but Maryborough is not expected to be it as severely.
_ The crest of the wall of water moving downstream
15 expected to swirl into Maryborough this morning
and be pushed up by the high tide. Levels in the city
are predicted to be 2 m below the '74 flood because
the influences of Munna Creek and Tinana Creek wiil
not be as strong.

T T e —
Gympie ~ 25.00m 2145m 2050m 19.60m 21.40m
Taro: |  2220m 20.70m “1950m 1590m 1845 m
Moryb'h:  12.20m 11.30m 1095m  645m  9.0m?
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"LIFE is:slovely :béginming to return.to
normal. for the, flo 0 nd éity df- Ma’rjr-
borough. - '

-Deluges of 300mm or ‘more: that swept
the Queensiand: codst. from: .Gladstone to
Nambour on. Thursday mght caused violent
Cherwell

} d ,were devastated by
the floods while.in. Maryborough it was
“more an anxious time of watch and wait..
Roads to the:north, south and east of the
city’ were cut: préventing many workers
getting to and from work, - .
--On- Sunday. afternoon the locaI SES
evacuated 1esrdents from 15 homes in
Maryborough.
"Local SES members had advnsed others
‘who had opted to-stay in- their homes, .of
the: expected height SES members also

C’///@o/cf/ﬁx% Zé 2./992

1893 flaod - 12,27m

1590 ﬂoc&l -1¢.05m ;

( e 7 )

Survéys were being made’a




The massive clean-up began in
earnest in Maryborough yester-
day as fleod levels in the Mury
River stowly dropped.

Throughout the morning, the
nly 2 cm an hour to be 7,85
at noon. But the level dropped
I the RoUr JfQm noon
Tom, and o further 52 cm.da
7 20 m, byd pm, -

Maryborough police officer
Senior Sergeant Mike Garrahy
said the Granville bridue was
reopened 1o foot traific_aboyt
midday after sifety harnesses
were installed.

Maryborough City Council
city engineer Vern Lever-Shaw
said engineers inspected the
bridge for structurai damage
and debris in the afternoon and

Businesses count cost

By Philip Deem

deglared it safe for traffic.
However floodwaters stilf
acked approaches to_the
bridge late vesterday affernoon,
preventing i reopening.

Saltwater Creek bridge,
which floaded on Monday, was
reopened fate yesterday alter-
noon, restoring the direct link
between Maryborough and
Hervey Bay. Traflic between
the two cities had been diverted
via Torbanlea, but steady rain
yesterday cut that route severat
times throughout the day.

By & pm the river height had
fallen to 6.55 m. The Laming-
ton Bridge would become visi-

ble once the river fell below
6 n.

Mr Lever-Shaw said itoodwa-
ter was expected to drop below
the levei of the Lamington
Bridge late last night.

Sgt Garrahy said there had

beent no problems with relief
operations and {lood monitor-
ing vesterday.

“The SES tlood boat s tak-
ing many people back to their
homes to clean up now that the
water level is dropping,” he
said,

He praised the efforts of the
many SE3S volunteers and po-
lice who had worked fong hours
to help people in trouble and
avert any disaster.

Sgt Garrahy said there had
been no problems in the Gran-

ville area yesterday. after six
people had been airlilted to
Maryborpugh for medical treat-
ment on Monday.

Mr Lever-Shaw said teams of
council workers had operated
overnight on Monday, and all
day Tuesday on flood relief
work.

He said one crew started the
inner cily clean-up operations
on Monday night as Hoodwaters |
fell.

More tearmns worked yester-
day cleaning debris from previ-
ously flooded streets. With the
help of the fire brigade, all
roads were hosed to get rid of
silt; mud and debris before bar-
ricades were removed, Mr Le-
ver-Shaw said,

@ From Page 1

Owuner Kevin Guloway said that
some of the stock was tuken to the
storeroom above the shop and fixtures
and fittings were moved lo higher
ground. The carpet was also lifted on
Sunday.

*“It has cost us money tradewise,” he
said, “but we are just lucky that we
didn’t have any stock damage.”

One of the hardest hit sporting clubs
in the city was the Maryborough Sail-
ing Club.

Water about 1.75m deep flowed

through the clubhouse on the river’s’

edge mear Queens Park. It upturned
the cold room, smashed crockery,
swelled the wooden floorboards and

left other equipment strewn around the
wooden building.

A proup of four workers travelled by
boat out to the isolated refuge to begin
the clean-up about 9 am yesterday, Be-
cause of its location, the sailing club is
not insured.

Maryborough Services Memorial
Bowls Club greenkeeper Bob Steven-

" son also began the tiresome job of re-

storing the greens which were awash
with filthy, stinking water yesterday.

“T will have to tickle the grass now.
That will involve poisoning the grass to
ensure that no foreign seeds begin fo
grow. Then we will have to drill it, put
{ime on it and fertilise it.”

~ Flooding cuts Bay road

The uncertainty of flooding has caused
headaches for workers commuting be-
tween Hervey Bay and Maryborough
this week. .

Rain continued to fall, threatening
to isolate Hervey Bay, with flcoding at
Saltwater Creek cutting the Hervey
Bay-Maryborough Road up until about
3 pm yesterday,

Hervey Bay Police had placed de-
tour signs on the highway, directing

. traffic_along  the allerpative route

through Torbanlea.

However, there had been no certain-
ty of finding this route open, as heavy
rain falls up to yesterday frequently cut

i apretet

the road in many places.

Pupils at 'Torbanlea State School
were sent home early at 2 pm yester-
day on buses in case the school became
cut off by floads.

Workers had manapged to get
through in the mornings only to find
themselves trapped by rising water lat-
er in the day.

Sgt Noel Sparks from the Hervey
Bay Police said if people were in doubt
about getting through, they would be

“better Off to Stay put,

He said he was sure people realised
thﬁg were better off looking after their
own safety and that of their families.
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Blast off . .

Walters blast some of the debris from the Lamington Bridge. About 20 firemen from the Mary
with the city clean-up.

The last of the flood clean-up
should be finished today, Mary-
borough police officer Sar Sgt
Neville said yesterday.
water huad subside

els aad _the

ranville Bridee was open

jc earjy vesteyda i

Repair work had to be com-
pleted on the Lamington Bridge
and the handrails replaced be-
fore it was opened about 5 pm
yesterday.

Residents,

There will be no Market Day
today.

L

business houses

Maryborough Heritage Mar-
ket manager Avery Brown
spent yesterday telephoning as
many stall-holders as possible,
and messages were broadcast
on radio.

“It is the first time we've can-

-celled. the. markets since  they. .

began in November, 1987," she
said.

“We were planning to have it
as usual, but the rain just keeps
on going so a lot of people can't
get in and those who can would

Queensland Fire Services Maryborough branch actin

and sporting clubs were able to
complete a more accurate as-
sessment of the damage caused
by the floodwaters. Armies of
workers began the painstaking
task of scrubbing wails, washing
carpets and cleaning streets.

About 20 firemen from the
Queensland Fire Service’s
Maryborough branch used fire
hoses to blast the debris off city
streets and some of the shop
basements yesterday.

gel their stock ruined. We leld
off making the decision (il the
lasit moment but the weather
forecast is for rain for the next
few days.”

Mrs Brown said the decision
to cancel the markets bad also
been prompted by requests
from Kent Street traders who
were still getting things buck to
normal after the floods.

She suid that next
market would be huge because
all those stall-holders who came
fortnightly would be there next
week and the offer of free sites
made to Maryborough retailers

At

s halted

week’s

A spokesman said that the
firemen bad volunteered tor the
clean-up and had been working
for two days to clear the
streets.

§ Set Flood said that aft of the
planning for the flood “had not
been wasted”,

Maryborough Mayor Ald.
Alan Brown cxpressed similar
sentiments.”

He said that all agencies of
the Maryborough Counter Di-

this week would apply for next
week.

“Any retailers in Murybor-
ough with stock they want to
sell at veal rock-bottom prices
should ring us and they wilt be
given free sites, but the number
of sites is limited so it will be a
case of first in, first served.

“There should be fots of ba-

guins with water-diamaged stogk....

~ it won't be a fire sale, it will
be a flood sale.”

Retailers who want to book
sites should phone the Market
Duy number, 21 4236 oy soon
as possible.

g cub-station officer Michael Corser (left) and fireman Greg
borough branch have volunteered to help

|3 |32

for first ti

saster Commnitiee had respond-
ed and co-operated magnifi-
cently.

“We have suffered the effects
from the HAood but due to the
planning, actions and compe-
tence of the emergency service
personnel, essential service per-
sonnel, council employees, the
media and volunteers, the ef-
fects of the flood have been
kept to a minimum,” Ald
Brown said.

'Avery Brown: spent day on

phone telling stall-holders.



Vater taxis
might end
work today

By Jason Nahrung

The whiff of two-stroke fuel greeted
assengers liming up at the Guava
treet water taxi ranks yesterday.

The blubbering of outboard engines and
barricaces on flood-prone streets were re-
minders that the city was in flood: a fact be-
tied by a warm blue sky that sent grey clouds
scuttling during the day.

The Mary River becan falling vesterdav af-
ternoon atter peaking about 2 pm at 6,65 m.

t was only dropping at a rate of centi-

metres an hour, a police spokesman said, but

was expected to drain faster after the 9 pm
high tide.

There were hopes that Maryborough roads
would be free today.

The prospect of driving to work would not
disappoint many Granville residents, who
have been commuting to work since the Mary
cut access to the Pocket side of the Granville
bridge on Monday.

Many of those waiting patiently on the
Walkers Ltd bank yesterday afterncon had
never before had to use the water taxis pro-
vided by Coast Guard Sandy Straits, the SES
and Hyne and Sons. ’

% g
the Marys usual flood _shorteut across the
They bore the delay stoically — “What else
can you do?” was a typical comment.

nville commuters b

oord some of the water

-taxis for the frip home across ¢+

he flooded Mary yesterday. Bore muddy feet

was the dress code for the venture. (Photo by John Miller.)

sought a dry perch before stripping off shoes
and socks and stepping gingerly down the slip-
pery bank to the waiting aluminium dinghys.

By 5.30 pm. most of the workers were on
their respective banks, meeting or waiting for
their lift to emerge from among the patiemt
watchers.

Granville was one of the last areas still cut
off vesterday, with floodwater cutting the
road to Tin Can Bay south of the Boonooroo
turnoff.

The Mary River peaked at 15.5 m at Miva

at 14.4> m vesterdav

'he Gregory River had receded enough to
allow access between Childers and Bundaberg
by the Isis Highway, but the Goodwood Road
route was still cut. .

The Bruce Highway was still cut between
Childers and Gin Gin.

The Weather Bureau said the upper Bur-
nett River near Munduberra was falling but
further slight rises could occur in the lower
reaches between Watla and Bundaberg.

\\\qu\\m&m /F-3- /772

Power was restored to most of the homes at
Glenbar and upper Tinana Creek, Wide Bay-
Burnett Electricity Board district manager
John Kelly said yesterday. .

Both areas were among several blacked out
during Monday night's tempest.

The Tinana Creek homes were brought
back on in the morning but repair crews had
trouble getting to the Glenbar problem —
pole burnt off at ground Jevel. A resident said
power was restored about 4.30 pm.

Some isclated homes were still without
power, Mr Kelly said.




MAYORS OFFICE

- PO Box 1943
REGIONAL COURNOCIL Hervey Bay Old 4655

T 1800 881 400
F (07) 4197 4455
E enquiry@frasercoast.qld.gov.au

www. frasercoast.gld.gov.au

7th February 2011

Mr G Wode

MARYBOROUGH QLD 4650

Hello Mr Wode,

Thank you for your letter of 3" February 2011 providing information in relation to
flooding problems in the vicinity of Tiger/Guava/Mary Streets Maryborough.

I have requested Councils Director Infrastructure and Environment to investigate your
suggestions and provide you with feedback.

Yours sincerely

llmcx K-’!UGER '

MAYOR
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PO Box 1943
REGIONAL COU_NCIL Hervey Bay Old 4655

T 1800 881 400
F (07) 4197 4455
E enquiry@frasercoast.gld.gov.au

27 lanuary 2011

www.frasercoast.¢qld.gov.au

Mr Graham Wode
28 Hoffmann Street
MARYBOROUGH QLD 4655

Hello Graham,

Thank you for your letter of 20" January 2011 offering suggestions with regard to
the Guava/Tiger Streets entrance to the Granville Bridge.

I have taken your suggestions on board and referred them to Councils Engineering
Department for further consideration.

Yours sincerely

ICK KRUGER
AYOR
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