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Friday, January 7, 2011 :

ents were caught unawares as streets flooded and
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chrisHea sarveys
) l!uodmg at Wllhcott.

Water rips up 1 road

CHRIS !—Iead {vas astounded to see flood
walers tear up bitumen when hearly one
“metre of water surged onto the Warrego
Highway at Withcott yesterday morning.
¢ M Head, the owner of Withcoti Fuels, i
said the bltumen just started peeling off the g
toad and was Gu.mpedm front of his fuel U
station, )
... It took bobeats almost sb: hours tu clean
up the debris
.-Across the road; Pau]iua Davis’ hair salnn
“vias fooded, a]oug with he uewsagency and
Big Dad's Pies.: :
- Spzanng Case, owner of the Wlthcott
Newsagency, ckly rushed to get all the - .
" $tock off the lower shelves before thewater .. .

L piRE: Nsv':.a.mssia

eached splil pomt for the first time in 20 years during heavy ralns over Wednesday night.
PICTURE: sommﬁowms nE&o.mcou

gy hba Auport tecorded . recordéd 17.8mm in the same

By CALLUN =i §2.8mm of rain from gam to time period. *
- JOHNSON 7 noon walerday, although many * Bureau of Meteorology
callumjohnson -+ | - other places in'the cliy received  (BOM) sepior forecaster Tony -
Sthechroniclé.comay . - - Aot more. - ; Auden said more rains would
’ g T Price Baker from come gyver the next few days, s p AT
Lot . . Construction Siteworks in Mort althuugh Darling Downs towns Mr Auden said the rain would
: DARLING Downs residents .. Street salds0mm of raln was . - shouldn’t be tos worrted. most likely be heavy around
apain woke to heavy ralns . .- collected inhis gaugeinonly - - “It's looking much lesslikely  Brisbaze andthe Goldand
festerday, a pattérn that is -7+ two hours (between 6.30amto - * thal we'l see widespread heavy Sunshine Coast while falls
"hécoming all too familiar for - 8.30am). ’ . rainfall sp in that regard it's would be much lighter in
{ueenslanders as the La Nina Elsewhere, Qakey recorded . - much 1éss likely to affect any communities in the western
‘weather pattera ¢ contmues to * 40.6mim from 6am until noon .. river hielghts n com.mg days, Downs.
ipthe state ' )asterday while Warwick . _' Mr Auden sa.[cL : . uaddtttonat reporlmgA.AP

SONDERGELD, L. (Ltsa)
ZIMITAT, J. {Kev) i

: megahtres afwaler the - Les]ieDam near Warwxck

."_IODWOO_MBA'S_ dams have. would increa.se after w
‘been given a generous boost |+ iyesterday'st ra\nfall_ .o L equivalent of 114 years of reachEG spill-ovi er point for the
aﬂer )esterday‘s downpous. “Perseyerante galned 2% - .drinking water, under cm-rent .. first time in more than 20 years
‘The combmed total of Cooby, from 9am to 12.30pm, bringing it - “restriclions. - " on Wednesday night. .
it 93.8% full and very close fo” “The dams are the heatthiest -Fhis marks the third time the
; _' spil[ pumt 2Cr Antomu sa.ld_ ithey've beenin a long, long dam has been full since it was
“per cent }esterday morning, the . 7L can imagine Cooby aad* time, but it’s been a bloody upgraded in 1986. 7 -
‘healthiest they‘ye been for L Cressbmok will also keceive - - - toughj ]oumey 50 far, Cr. The other-two times were in

- AYSTRALIAN
' PUBLISHING:

SOmestrong flows™ T ~Autonfo. * . May, 1930, andeeptcmber,
_"Cr Anfonio said ‘I‘oawuomba s - " s beena tragedy for the 1936. L .
: S farmers in thereglcm. R ’

AClassical Program -
featunng tutors'of the 20‘!1
McG ego' Summer Schooi

Unidarstand Your Hai, -
sten..: We Creale,
“Calour & style you'lt ubsoluiety!
'New Cilem offer, only 7 per ma:

h

"Aiirﬁlssib'n $5 donétéon atdoor |

Phone~4631 2755
!-:rnai[ megregor@usq.edu.au

i

i

. ;

[ nThaClroricle .. |
|

FEve

i - Bl PAPER B ORUNE

L £very Thuesday
;
i
;
£
1




LOCAL NEWS

wxmjheéhmnicfe.cbm.au

_antheagleesen

A TORRENTIAL mid-morning
storm caught out innes-city
retailers and motorists yesterday.

The storm dumped up to 60
_ millimetres in some parts of -

Toowoonba's CBD in the brief
deluge about 8.3¢am.

Dent Street turned into a river,
prompiing Teowoomba Regional
Council erews to close the street
-near Grand Central shopping
centre. -

“West Creek behmd M.ﬂ.ne Bay
Aquatic Cenlre became a raging
torrent and captured the
imagination of nearby business
OWIers,

“We would De under water if this
" wasi't here,” Bill Stewart of AL
Fire and Safety store said of the
_ elevated creek walls.

It is an amazing sight.”

Myer staff members Andrea
Snelling {left) and JudyVisser
moep up ai:er yesterday mornlng 8 ¥
deluge. . - :

I
Gymple Pathtinders (from laft)
Heather Smolka, Aaron Crothers,
Enya Smolker, Xarl Tarrant, Anlka
Welke, Daniel Crothers and .~ |

Christine Tarrant at lhe flouded

campsﬂ:e.

' Pathimder Anastasia Poit had the
- time of her life at the washed out

- ‘tamporee. James streets.

By KATE DOBD i X tnsrentlal downpour. yesterday The chlldren“ho were freated camporee is expected to continue
Kated Dodd ﬂ'lechromdewncu Ahout 3000 children aged were suffering side-effects from - - through to Sunday.
belbween 10 and 15 are ¢urrently the wet and the cold. - Michael Boyd, who travi elled
PARAMEDICS treated about30° camping at the Toowoomba Medical team director John from New Zealand to attend the
children and organisers requested =~ Showgrounds for the Angiralian - Walls said note of the children event, said the rain did not -
1000 blankets after Pathfinder Pathfinder Camporee, run by the suffered serious illnesses. - - dampen their spirits.
© Seventh- day Ady entlst Church, Desplte the muddy camp51te, the .- “We'd never cancel it just

campers wérf; cavght up in the .

By ANTHEA GLEESON -

. gthechronicle.comay

A motorist drives through ﬂondwaters at tha corner of Kitchener and

" Girand Central centre manager

Shaine Beveridge said water
entered the entry foyer to Myer on

" the corner of Margaret and Dent
streets.

""Scme minor maintenance

‘works will be required to restore

{he Jandscaping cufside the Myer
entranee where water washed
away the mulch,” Mr Beveridge
sald.. -

- Nearby at the f[‘nmsoamba City
Bowls Ciub, Bruce Wright watched
as the greens {umed to swimming
pools. i

“They drain fairly well," the
greenskeepcr said.

“But, In prolonged wet wi eather
you do get ahit of algal bulld-up.”

" Mr Wright, howeyer, expected
games o be played on the
weekend, i the weather held out.

Water was 4lso spotted over the
read in Bridge Street, at the James
and Kitchener street inferseetien,
West Street near Drayton Road, .
Mackengie Street near South
Street and also Alderley Street.

. étefs brave the_ rain in true camp Style

because 1t was raining,” he said.
Park Ridge Pathfinder Anastasia
Pott, 15, said it was the best
camporeg ever.
“Tt's piilling everyone together to
help each other out more,” Miss
Pottsaid .. - .
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TONS of mud, widespread
devastation and an overbearing
stench greeted Condamine's
evacuated residents on their -
return home late yesterday
aftérnoon.

Some of the residents were

flown into the tsolated town by .

Biack Hawk helicopter when
attempts te bus them in were
thwarted by rising ffoodwaters.
Portable toilets, fuel, thousards
of fifres of water, heavy - 7 -
machinery and dozens of medical,

emergency and health personnel -

accempanied them,

Others who self-evacuated
arrived throughout the aﬂemoan
tojoin in the clean-up. - -

Tesidents were bricted by
authorities at 3pm befere they
were allowed fo start the long
aud tough recovery. =

- ‘Western Downs councillor
Andrew Smith, who lives in
Condamine, had remained in the
town to assist police and SES
personnel after the forced
evacuation of 149 residents.

He said aside from the
devastation, the waiting had
proved unbearable.

“The biggest problems are the

mud, stench and, of course, the
fact nothing really has been done
yet,” Cr Smith said

“We're really looking forward
to getiing back home so we can -
start cleaning up.”
., Many of the emergency

. personnel deployed to Condamine '
. -over the past week had sta_','ed at
-, Cr Smith's hdme. . .

“These guys have been 1 here

-working hard for the duration,

feeding and caring for animals

*;afd helping anyone ihat needs
- help," Cr Smith said.

‘Western Downs Mayor Ray -~

" Brown said {he Condamine -

recovery had proved a ]og15twal
nightmare, * .

-He sald it was made even moze
daunting by the return of the

“rain.
“That means obviously thereis

a poteniial for locatised flooding
which i3 just another risk we

“have to face,” he said.

Condamine publican Shane
Hickey, who was one of several
residents who self-evacuated, had
made it to Dalby from Brisbane
late }'esterday :

He was expecting to arrive in

. Condamine last night.

1 need to be there for when the
clean-up starts,” he said.

- “It's pretty daunting nof-
knowing what we're going back to
but now I just want io get back so
1 can work out what I can do.”

Cepe. of TTVANC ey of Lie on

Lt Y

Vince Parisk and Ryan Canning -
check out the flash floeding at
the carner of James and
Kitchener streets.

CCNR L TIRs

© . Too oomba s'streels became raginy torcents during yesterday's downpour.

o KT Sray

- downpour .

East Creek overﬂuws across !.ong Street durlng yesterday‘s

More than 66mim fell in less.than an Rour yesterday merning,

] sparldng ]ucalised ﬂuodlng acTess Tnuwnumba.

PiCIURE: NJAM DAVES

Callouts keepmg SES busy

TGOWOOMBA’S Statexmer\gency
Service personnel have endured ..
another heciic day in what has
proven tobea demandmg two
months: . .

Cress attended almost 120 jobs
across Toowoomba and  °
surrounding suburhs during
yesterday’s torrenital downpour

and subsequebt widespread ﬁash )
- flopding.. -
Most of the ]Dbs involved storm

damage and required SES
persennel to provide sandbagging
or assist residents whose homes -
had been immdated with -
Tleodwaters.

Since the start of December,
Toowoomba's SES groups have

responded to more than 370
callouts,

In December alone, they worked
the equivalent of 1068 hours,

Toowoomba Regional Council
Strategic Services spokesman Cr
Noel Steohfeld comménded the
work of all 8ES volunteers and

_ countless citizens who pitehed in

to help all affécted communities.
“While the SES has primary
respoasibllity for responding fo
calls from the public, there have
been many other people who have
helped during evacuations and
general calls for kelp,” ho said.
“The focus has furned to
cleaning up floed-ravaged homes
- and businesses and counling the

- cost of the damage to properties,
crops and livestock.

*4 ot of people are volunteering
o help SES personnel clean up
homes and businesses.

“Without this neighbouriy
support conrhhons would be
much worse.”

Cr Strohfeld said it was
heartening how tommunifies like
Cecil Plains pu]led togetherina
cifsis.

He sald it was even more
impressive considering the
community was isolated fora”

. week.

About 50 SES peraonnel handled
calls for assistance during ihe
holiday period.
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