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QUEENSLAND FLOODS LOMI’\J‘HSS% ON OF INQUIRY

STATEMENT OF PHILIP ADR!AN BERTING, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
OF WESTERN DOWNS REGIONAL COUNGIL

I, Philip Adrian Berting, Chief Executive Officer of Western Downs Regional Council {"Council”), state under
oath as follows: ' .

First Written Statement

1 Altached {o this stalement and merked “Annexure 1" is a copy of Councii's firsh wiitlen slateinent i
response to the Cafmmission’s.request for written Informatlon dated 17 March 2011, The matters
contalned thierein are-trie and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Sacond Wiitten Statement

2. Inresponse to the Gommission's further request for written information dated 5 April 2011, | provide the
wrilten information that foliows.

A lurther explanation of the arrangement whereliy the Councii provides resotirces and funding for focal Stafe
Emergency Setvices (SES)-referred to af point 6 of the- -submifssion datod 25 march 20017 {ths subm:ssion)
ineluding whether this was a Councll initiative, what further resources and fraiping ars mqu;red for SES In the
Wastarn Downs rsgfon and. view of the current capability of local SES to respondio disasters in-fight of
comments at page & undor 'b. Resoureing’ and 'd, The adequacy-of equipment and communications Systams.

3. Counell provides funding ang resources to the ‘BES to meet the requireinénts get out by the Disaster
Mahagement Act 2003, section 80, That | is, l0-ensure the Local Goverhment has a rasponse ‘capability in
an.gventor disaster,

4. Together, Council, EMQ and the SES determine the equipment needed by the SES Group: Some
aquupment Is provided by EMQ. Vehicles, boats etc are piirchased and owned by Couneil:. Funding
applications are made to.programs such as the. SES Non Regunant Subsidy and Natural Resouica to
sodrce fiirids from these EMQ programs. The SES Doglrine, avaliable through EMQ goes ino further
datall of how the SES s managed by Council and EMQ, in panticular, .

(%21

EMQ manages staffing and identifles and delivers training for the SES groups, The Dalby SES group in
particutar requires “fusther boat training. Flood boat tralning ‘that was bagked in 2010 has now been
carred out{in Marth 2011):66 two members are now qualified flood-boat opefators..

B. Further training needs and suitability of boats for the BES groups need to be considered.-Local controilers
hiave noted the unsuitabiiity of thelr group’s hoat to deal with the situations hey may be faced with, e.g.
the: size of the flood boat In Chinchila belng ‘too- big for Chailey's: Creek. Further Investigation with
Coundil, EMQ and the SES will identify requirements before funding applications can be submitted.

7. ‘SES capability is largely dependent on volunteers. Cureently the Dalby and Jandowae groups In parficular
struggle to maintain membership. Other groups In- the reglon alsa- face the: challenge of recruiting and
Tetaining members. However, they are stronger groups. as they have longer term members who are
trained, expefienced:and avallablé to tommit to the group. Strategies feed 1o be reviewed to mainiain
mieinbers (o ensure the 8ES groups can c_o;}s;siently he consldered a resourae available duiing an evehl

Whether ihe measures taken to inform the communily about flood events and fo protect.life, public and private.
properly, détailed al page. 8, were in relation to Chinchilla only or other communiﬂes within Western Downs
-and spacify the types of warnings e;sed in each commuiily.
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