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Witness Signature.- Signature of offi¢

Date taken

| other s1rmlar type res1denees in the street

l l ama marned man .years of age and I res1de Wlth my w1fe at-

_ Oakey. I have resrded at this address smce September

1993. T am retired but currently work asa school bus dr1ver e

approximately 2 hours per day My resrdence 1s a ﬁbro on brrcl( -
residence, lowset, approxrmately 60 years of age The house is’ set on
2000 square metres and is on a shghtly elevated block about 300 : :
metres north from Oakey Creek The resrdenee 1s bounded by the

' Oakey Army Base to the north and is 1n_a suburban type street w1th

B etween my resrdence and

o Oakey Creek rs a park that spans about 280 metres 1n Wrdth My

: 'resrdenee 1s located about 18 and a half kllometres ﬁom the Cooby

'Dam as the crow flres Zf B

. -I have prev1ously performed commumty roles in Queensland V1ctor1a o

and New South Wales Wrth the rural Frre Servrces from about 1976 to
1981 at Goombudgee Where I held the posrtron of first ofﬁcer In
New South Wales I was mvolved m bushﬁres and ﬂood events as a

volunteer.
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3. 1recall Monday 10" January, 2011. On this date we had received

~ approximately 56 mm of rain in the Oakey area. From Christmas Day
up' to the 10" January, 2011 the area had received a fair amount of
rainfall. As an interest I record daily rainfall on a rain gauge at my
residence. I also record temperatures wind direction and moon |
phases. For the month of Decémber, 2010 I recorded we had 21 days
of rainfall with a total fall recording 336.75 mm for the month. In-
January, 2011 the heaviest rainfall I recorded was on the 6™ January,
where I recorded a fall of 43.75 mm of rain. I now produce weather
records cqh@piled by myself for the months of December, 2010 and
January, 2011,

4. As well as keeping my own weather records I continually monitor the
BOM sites. I recall on Friday 7" January, 2011 T commenced
monitoring the BOM site on my computer from about dinner time up.

to about 10.05am on Tuesday 11" January, 2011.

5. On 10™ January, 2011 T saw that the water from Qakey Creek had
risen about half way up the 'park between Oakey Creek and my
residence. This rise Was not out of the ordinary for the Oakey Creek
in this area. I saw that the park bench had the eastern side under water
however the western end was out of the water. This bench is located
some 50 metres from my residence. I can produce a photograph of
this bench and its location. Deftective Ainsworth took a photograph

of this on 29/3/2011.
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6. I noticed about 11pm on 10™ January, 2011 the water had receded to

be a distance of about 60 metres into the park. I was aware that the -
BOM had issued a flood warning for the Condamine River which is
located about 55 kmh from my residence. The Oakey, Doctors and
Gowrie Creeks all flow out to the Condamine River joining it just

south of Dalby.

. The BOM site provided a reading for the Gowrie Creek but no reading

“was provided for the Oakey Creek as there is no gauge on the Oakey
Creek at Oakey. I have since found out that the closest gauge to
Oakey is on the Gowrie Creek south of Oakey.

. As a result of the rainfall in the area, on 10" J anuary, 2011 I contacted
the Toowoomba Regional Council on numerous occasions. I believe I
attempted to contact them on at least seven occasions. The purpose of
these calls was to inquire as to thé status of Cooby Dam, At 1.14pm
on the same date my wife finally got through to someone in the Water
énd Sewerage Section of the Toowoomba Regional Council to inquire
about Cooby Dam. This person (who I don’t have his details
recorded) said he would go out to the dam and check the heights of the

water. We never heard back from this person at all.

. At about 10.05am on 11" January, 2011 I contacted the State
Emergency Seivice (SES) on phone number 132500. Ispoketo a

female SES officer for 4.43 minutes abou water in our vicinity.

400 George Street Brisbane
GPO Box 1738 Brisbane
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone 1300 309 634

Page Number 3 of 7 Facsimile +61 7 3405 9750

www.floodcommisston.gld.gov.au
ABH 65 959 415 158




Witness Sighature-Signatm'e of offi

Page Number 4 of 7

This female advised me that there was no flooding in Oakey and there

would be no flooding in Oakey. T do not know what the name of this

female 1s.

10.At this time due to the continuous rain and the rising again of Oakey
Creek I started to lift upr property inside my house. This included
lifting the power boards, removing the water pump from the outside
rain tank, lifting power tools in the shed and other equipment. I also
took the bédding off the double bed and put it up on top of the
wardrobe. Around this time I saw the water rise about 9c¢m in a period

of about 90 seconds.

11.About 10.20am my wife and I self evacuated from our premises.. At
This time the water had risen over the concrete slab in the rear of our
hdusc_a. The water would have been about 50 mm over the slab when
we left the house. The water continued to rise rapidly; I made a
decision ﬁot to risk the safety of my wife and myself 1'esulting ih our
self evacuation. The flood waters had come from Oakey Creek. My
wife and I waded along Stanley Street and turned into Beale Street,
turned right into Davidson Streetrtowards the Railway Crossing.
About halfway between Beale Street and the Railway Crossing we
“were picked up by our next door neighbour and driven to our
daughters place at Bell Street, Oakey. We stayed at our daughters

place for a number of days.
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12.At about 5pm on the 11th January, 2011 I returned to our house as the

flood water had receded. There was no water on my house block at
this time. The water had rec_:edéd back into the park. We had about
200 mm of water go through the house destroying carpets,
Whifegodds, books énd other property. | |

13.0n Wednesday 12" January, 2011we commenced cleaning up our

residence and moved back into the house on the following Saturday.

14, At no stage did we receive any warning from the Toowoomba
Regional Council or emergency services about the pending flood. ItA
was my own research on the BOM site and monitoring of the ABC
radio that alerted me to the flood event. I would say that the warnings
on the BOM site were timely and accurate but as far as I could tell
they did not necessarily relate direct to Oakey. Aéfar as preparation
for the flood event in Oakey I would describe the preparation as non-
existent, There was no infofmation from the couflcii, -fhe SES could
not assist with sandbags and in fact told us that there would be no

flooding in Oakey.

15.The only time I saw a council representative was when two council
employees, David Totenhofer and Karen King attended our house

after the flood. They provided advice and assistance to us.
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We were provided with an electrician to check white goods, offered

legal assistance and cleanup volunteers and we were also introduced
to the Toowoomba Recovery Centre people. Family and friends
provided food and clean up assistance. The local RFS assisted in tﬁe
clean up hosing houses down. A number of private people provided

bobcats and trucks and in my opinion they did not stop.

16.I believe an evacuation centre was set up in the Oakey Civic Hall
however at the time of the flood I was not aware of this
evacuation centre. Nobne had told us it was in existence. After the
ﬂoodiﬁg event I believe the response in the community was excellent.
Recovery of the area occurred very quickly and a deal of assistance
was provided. Once the SES advised that they did not have sandbags,
ADF staff kicked in and arranged sandbags for various premises

including business premises.

17.When the recovery phase was on the Toowoomba Regional Council
advised the community of the clean up and also provided trucks to

remove rubbish from premises.

18.0n 13™ March, 2011 I provided Paul Lucas, Deputy Premier and
Attorney General for Queensland a submission regarding what I
believe to be a number of contributing factors to the flood events in

Oakey.
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In this submission which is attached to my statement I consider that

‘the flooding in Oakey was caused by three factors including; the
removal of culverts from the railway line, the inadequate railway
bridge over Doctor’s Creek east of Jondaryan and the bridge over
Oakey Creek on the Warrego Highway Bypass having an insufficient
opening to allow flow of water. - |

I

B.J.J EARSMAN

Justices Act 1886 .
I acknowledge by virtue of section 1T0A(5)(c)(ii) of the Justices Act 1886 that:

H This wr;ﬁ;y statement by me dated ]O ﬁ/’ﬁﬂt’)}/ ... and contained in the pages numbered |
to .Qéi/ Vis true to the best of my knowledge and belief: and

(2) + lmake this statement knowing that, if it were admitted as evidence, I may be liable to
prosecution for stating in it anything that T know is false.

400 George Street Brisbane

GPO Box 1738 Brishane
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone 1300 309 634
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Queensland
Government

Qffice of the

Deputy Premier and Attorney General
Minister-for Local Government

and Speclat Minister of State

22 MR

The Honourable Justice Catherine Holmes
Cominissioner

Queensland Floods Commission of Tnquity
PO Box 1738

Brisbane QLD 4001

Dear Commissioner

At the recent Communitjl Cabinet meeting in Toowoomba on 13 March 2011, I met with
Mr Bernard Barsman who raised with me a number of concerns about recent flooding
events affecting Oakey.

Mr Earsman provided me with a submission outlining his concerns. I advised Mr Earsman
that I would refer his submission to the Commission of Inquiry for consideration. A copy
of Mt Earsman’s submission is attached.

Mt Earsman can be contacted directly on_should you wish to speak with him.

I trust this information is of assistance. If you require any further information, please
contact Ms Sarah Ramsay, Assistant Policy Advisor on *whb wilt be pleased to
assist,

Yours sincerely

S

PAUL LUCAS MP

Deputy Premier and Attorney-General,
Minister for Local Government

and Special Minisfer of State

Enc.

Level 12 Fxecutive Building

100 George Street Brishane jooo

PO Box s5009 Cliy Fast

Queensland 4002 Australla

Telephone 64 7 3224 4600

Facsimite +61 7 3224 4784

Emalt deputypremfer@ministerial.gid.goviau

ABN 65 959 415 158




TOOWOOMBA AND OAKEY COMMUNITY CABINET
'MEETING
SUNDAY 13™ MARCH 2011

DEPUTATION TO MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(THE HONOURABLE PAUL LUCUS)
BY BERNARD JOHN EARSMAN
24 STANLEY STREET
OAKEY .

1. RECENT FLOODING OF OAKEY AND THE EFFECTS OF
GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE ON SAME

2. ACTIONS OF TOOWOOMBA REGIONAL COUNCIL
PRIOR TO AND FOLLOWING THE EVENT.

'3, ACTIONS OF THE SES




A. Onthe 11" January 2011, 128 homes and 6 businesses in Oakey were
inundated by flooding from Oakey/Cooby Creek and Doctors Creek, (figures
supplied by Mr, David Totenhofer of the TRC Qakey Service Centre). (Map
attached at annex “AY)

B Duting the previous 6 weeks Oakey Aviation Centre measured-531.4 mm of
rainfall, 304.2 mm in December2010, Oakey Creek ran for this period, but not
at worrying levels. (Rainfall Charts supplied at annex “B”)

C. On 11" January Oakey/Cooby Creek and Doctor’s creck merged north of
Qakey and flowed overland cavsing the flooding, 1believe that this was caused
by: - (1) The QR bridge over Doctor’s Creek east of Jondatyan, (2) The removal
of culverts from the railway line and (3) The bridge over Oakey Creek on the
Watrego Highway Bypass having an insufficient opening to allow flow.

D. DOCTER’S CREEK: For much of it’s length this creek is only a shallow
wide depression with no discernable water course. It is about .5 klm wide
and 1 to 1.5 m deep. In 2010 a new railway bridge was constructed over
Doctor’s Creek (see photos at annex C), The supervisor of the above told
Mr. Brad Apelt that the new bridge would only raise the head by 600mm.

.For much of its length this would be more than 50% increase in depth,
Historically water from Doctot’s Creek ran overland and under the line and
across the Warrego Highway. The removal of these culvetts and natrowing
of the bridge caused ponding up to 12,8 klm north of Oakey.

E. Cooby/Oakey Creek : This is a narrow shallow creck fed by any overflow
From Cooby Dain, Little Gormoran Creek which rises near Goombungee
and the flow from the quife wide flood plain between Meringandan and
Oakey and runs into Gowrie Creek sonth of Oakey, The narrowness of
Connelley Bridge over Oakey Creek on the Warrego Higliway Bypass and
the general hight of the bypass constricted the Flow causing ponding up as
far a Muninangeen, {see enclosed 1, letter from Mr, Inwood whose family
has been on the farm since 1911). On the north western side of Connelley
Bridge water was approximately 147mtrs wide and over fence hight for
80mtr, ‘

The last flood here was 1983. Water did not enter this block, On January 11"
Approximately Lmir of water covered this block and approximately 200mm
entered the house. From midday Friday until power was cut 1 monitored
conditions by computer, ABC radio and TV till 1am each night, The only
gauging station on Oakey Creek is Fairview. This is south of Oakey so was
useless. The only reading available for Cooby Dam was in Monday 10" January
copy of Toowoomba Chronicle which was 81.9% and was Saturday’s reading
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Enquiries have revealed that in the past the caretaker at Cooby would ring the first two
landholders down stream, they in turn would ring on until the message reached Abrahains who
would ring Oakey Police. Mrs Abraham asserts she rang Sgt. Cook of Oakey police, additional
calls were diverted to Toowoomba Police.

AM. hours Monday 10™ January T attempted to ring TRC Oakey Service Centre, When they
did not answer 1 drove to the Works Depot. The Lady there said all she knew was that the
people who lived at Highfields could not get to work.

11" January at 07.56 rang Office- knew nothing,

11" January at 08,25 rang Office- knew nothing

11" January at 10,05 rang 13500 (SES) WAS TOLD THERE WAS NO FLOODING IN
OAKEY AND THAT THERE WOULD BENONE.

ER.G.O. ACTION TAKEN BY TOOWOOMBA REGIONAL COUNCIL,POLICE,
SES TO ASSIST OAKEY COMMUNITY = NII,

Toowoomba Regional Council Mayor was a long time resident of Jondaryan, was here in the
1983 and was Mayor of the Jondatyan Shire when the Bypass was built, he obviously did not
check the figures, As Mayor of TRC when the new QR Bridge was built, despite spending
$10.4 million on expetts again did not have the figures checked, The past months have seen
dreadful weather conditions over much of the state, The Premier and refevant Mayors have
been on the media constanily telling us what had happened, what they expected to happen and
what they wete doing about the situation, Except for the West Creek/East Creek flood of o™
January we did not hear from the Mayor of TRC. Mayor Taylor did not even correct the media
repotts that the West Creek/ East Creek water went to Grantham, this fallacy was still in the
media 2 weeks after the event.

When questioned by me at a meeting at Oakey Cultural Centre Cr, Paul Antonio (Deputy
Mayor) and Cr. Joe Ramia said that they were, immediately after the incident in Toowoomba
ordered by E-mail to answer no questions or make any statement, when fuxther questioned
about lack of assistance both said, “Well we had to go to Grantham, and we had to look after
our own” [ presume this to mean the poor unfortunate people missing in Toowoomba, This
statemnent was also repeated to me on separate occasions by TRC employees, it also infers to
me that Oakey is not considered part of TRC.(they still sent rates notices),

Page 2 of The Oakey Champion of Wednesday 09:03:11 reports on a meeting at Jondaryan
attended by TRC Deputy Mayor Paul Antonio, who is quoted as telling the meeting, “The
township needs to form its own Disaster Management Committee”, This is proof TRC does not
have a plan and does not intend to have one for the area outside Toowoomba,
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SES.
M, Peter Wolski of Wolski Glass and Security told me that on P.M. hours Monday

10" January, he was worried about the state of Oakey Creek and decided to sandbag the
premiscs, He rang Sgt. Cook of OQakey Police to enquire about SES help and sandbags.
Sgt.Cook rang Mr. Wolski back and told him there were no sandbags or sand and further
added that Mr. Wolski would receive a visit from SES. A female person in SES uniform
visited the premised and berated Mr. Wolski for causing alarm, “there was no flooding and
would be no floading,” she said, This person did not identify herself, but it has been
suggested to me that the ladies name is Chris Woodhouse

Tuesday 11" January Wolski Glass and Security was severely inundated, ( See Enclosure
3).

P.M. hours Tuesday 11" January whlle conversmg with another male resident in Cherry
St. Oakey we were approached by a male person in SES uniform with Team Leader on the
epaulette. He told us that Cooby Dam was cracking and buses were being sent to evacuate
the town.,

This was the only SES uniform I saw during this whole event, We cannot at this stage

identify this person,

IREITERATE, WE WERE ABANDONED BY COUNCIL, POLICE, AND SES,
To say they were incompetent is to say that they did something and were wrong.
THEY DID NOTHING. I fitmly believe Mayor Taylor and CEO Goldthorpe were derelict
in their duty and should be dismissed from office.

In conclusion. With the amount of rain along the Range there was bound to be some
flooding, due diligence in construction of the Bypass and the Railway Line and Bridge and
appropriate action by the above Authorities disruption should have been minimal.

I would like to thank the Minister for receiving this deputation and would especially like
him to pass on to the Premier and his colleagues our appreciation of the monetary
 assistance we have received, and especially a vote of thanks to the Angles of Mercy from
the Toowoomba Recovery Centre who paddled-through the mud and slush and debris to
assist us and who continued to keep in touch. '

Signed at Oakey 12" March 2011

By Bernard Earsman

Page 3




ANNEX A

ENCLOSURES

C.C,

= v 0 0w

1.

OCAKEY MAP
WEATHER CHARTS
PHOTOS OF QR BRIDGE JONDARYAN EAST

PHOTOS GF DOCTOR’S CREEK

. COPIES OF PHONE ACCOUNT

LETTER FROM MR, INWOOD
SUBMISSION FROM MRS, ABRAHAM

LETTER FROM MR. & MRS HOYBREGTS,
DONNLEY ST. OAKEY

ARTICLE FROM OAKEY CHAMPION

BEFORE/AFTER WOLSKI GLASS & SECRUITY
ARTICLE FROM CHRONICLE RE HUDSONS
LETTER FROM MR, & MRS KRAUSE, COREY ST.

LETTER FROM MR. & MRS WERTH, COREY ST.

MINISTER

AUTHOUR

‘MRS. ABRAHAM

MR, & MRS HOYBREGTS
MR, & MRS WERTH
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Oakey, Queensland
December 2010 Daily Weather Obsorvations

Temps Raln Evap Sun iMax wind gust 9 am 3 pm
Date Day Min Max Dir Spd Thime Temp RH Gld Dir Spd MSLP Temp RH Gld Dir Spd MSLP
°C °C mm rmmhours knvh focat  °C % g™ knvh  hPa  °C % gh knvihh - hPa
i We18.2 248 34 E 351136 20683 7 NE 2010126 22576 7 NE 1310108
2 Th17.7246 84 E 301624 109 88 8 E 2210157 228 71 7 ENE 2410137
3 Frigf1 217 10 ) - ENE 522104 1908 86 & E 1710157 1903 87 8 £ 2010124
4 Sai80216 22 ENE 300835 21.1 72 O ENE 2810008 183 94 & W 161008.0
5 Su1i6.5 248 650 ESE 4114:02 208 83 8 E 1910004 207 87 & E 26 1008.5
8 Mo17.9268 14 ‘ E 5220020 226 77 7 ENE 2210102 236 73 7 E 3510076
7 Tuigg 274 0 E 481621 21.9 77 7 ESE 28 1013.2 262 65 3 ESE 301010.7
8 We 19.3 28.2 0 NE 4110:32 222 86 7 ENE 20°1016.1 266 84 8 ENE 2810135
9 Th17.8 290 0 ‘ENE 3300153 255 84 6 NE 2010162 282 52 7 NE 10128
10 Fr19.4 30.1 0 WSW 6022:01 247 66 7 SSW 910128 294 62 T7TWNW 1910076
11 Sa 16265 34 S 601503 235 85 & NW 2410083 218 63 & S 2010064
12 Su17.8283 236 E 311435 227 80 8 NNE 91007.8 256 73 & ENE 2210053
13 Mo 17.0306 02 E 3721116 244 67 4 ENE 910106 206 35 3 SSE 1310075
14 Tu 17.6 304 0 E 5018:03 256 62 2 E 1710117 2300 47 3 ENE 1310077
15 We 174 315 - 0.2 245 68 6 NNW 910168 286 43 7 § 17 10083
18 Th17.2 =35 SW 581822 231 83 7WNW 2410078 250 67 7 SE 2510037
17 'Fr18.8 304 168 B5W 7P 145 267 62 B N 3310083 240 82 7 SSW 20 1003.8
18 Sa17.6 262 108 WSW 3514146 233 68 W 610072 183 78 & 5 910058
190 su1iB.i 209 134 NNE 314922 162 94 & SW 2210072 163 9 & SE 1610040
20 Mo 156 22.8 41.2 WOW 56 12:59 205 76 2 WSWw 13710034 218 4 sl 59 4005.6
21 Tu 792656 0 E 3310:.05 20.6 45 88E 710108 263 44 1 NE 1310085
22 We 15.4 24.1 0 E 541120 231 63 ¢ E 2810148 200 70 8 E 2410142
23 Th17.8238 3.8 NE 3502:31 203 85 8 NE 2210163 226 87 8 SE 13 10144
24 Fr20.1 264 24 E 461481 236 77 8 ESE 2210182 248 68 6 ESE 30 10144
26 Sa 19.9 24.3 0 E 370015 223 86 & ESE 1710143 233 78 & E 2210108
26 Su19.2235 7.8 ENE 3010:25 207 89 & E 1310086 203 853 & E 20 1003.7
27 Mo 19,1 238 UTH § 4612:02 227 95 8 N 1610008 208 90 & S 17 10005
28 Tu19.1 23.8 320 . E 5710:06 220 77 & ESE 3510108 225 70 & ESE 3310114
29 We 16.6 268 0 ESE 500848 2265 65 1 ESE 3510148 253 58 7 E 22101286
30 Th14.8 20.5 0 ENE 311641 237 63 ENE 910154 288 48 = E 17101286
31 Fri18.7 289 0 £ 4618:.06 24.8 61 E 1710146 286 49 £ 2210124
Stailstics for December 2010
Mean 17.6 264 226 74 6 1910112 239 88 6 © 2010088
Lowest 7.9 20.9 o 16.2 45 1 W 410008 163 356 1 # 910005
Highest 2§ & 35 5% 67.8 S8 72 CORL BN BWSW 37 G2 300 86 8 SW 38 1015 4
Total 304.2:%

IDCIDWA093.201012 Prepae ai 13,24 GMT on Thursday(%MarchEDT e it i Al 19T 145 A
Source of data
Observations were drawn from Oakey Aero {station 041359}

You should read the important iInformation in lhese notes.
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Oakey, GQuesensland

January 20141 Daily Weather Observations

Temps
Date Day Min Max

Rain Evap Sun
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Max wind gust
Dir S§pd Time Tamp RH Cld Dir Sptf MSLP Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP

9 am

3pm

°G *C mm mm hours kih locat  °*C % g™ kwh hPa  °C % ght kavh  hPa
1 8a17.3 276 ] ESE 44008:33 25.0 85 £ 2810135 26170 6 E 2210116
2 Su202310 02 NNE 6616:57 252 69 8 ENE 2010134 301 65 3 ENE 13 1000.1
3 Mo 166 309 88 88W 5216:57 268 75 & ESE 710102 30.2 53 E 1710053
4 Tu19.7 297 04 ESE 331405 249 70 1 ENE 1310082 283 &5 E 1510051
B Ws 0.2 28.8 0 WNW 44 14:11 265 68 1 NNE 1310076 24.3 74 W 1810034
6 Th17.9 232 504 NE 280901 186 97 & NNE 2010047 228 70 2 E 1510035
7 Fri7.3 239 102 E 4613:11 208 84 & ESE 2810064 20188 8 E 2010057
8 S5a184 268 110 E 440742 238 65 1 £ 3010076 26661 & E 910047
9 Sui9.4 264 42 ESE 602339 231 79 & ESE 2610087 219 94 & ESE 17 1004.7
10 Mo 19.1 25.7 G4.0 E 6106:58 220 80 6 £ 3810038 22,8 80 & ESE 26 10040
g&l’} 2y 41 Tui94 258 7R N 460141 204 96 4 N 910072 22291 & E 2810081
12 We 204 284 6.2 ENE 44 08:38 257 69 1 E 3010080 26172 & E 2210079
13 Th1i83281 18 E 4611:54 245 62 4 E 2810118 27.1 63 1 ENE 2210084
14 Fri6.8285 22 E 410845 2319 62 3 E 2810105 265 64 6 E 2210078
16 Sa 15.9 28.9 0 E 331520 240 62 1 E 2210084 .282 47 2 E 1710055
16 Su16.0 28.7 0 SSE 460535 244 69 1 E 221007.0 28.0 47 E 161004.2
17 Mo 16.8 32.7 0 WSW 4115:30 263 64 1WNW 19100581 315560 5 S 1710009
18 Tui97 347 ] 88W 57 16:3¢6 280 63 3WSW 1110048 340 40 S5NNW 910017
19 We 10.8 31.7 10.8 WMWY ¥2 1613 288 70 3 E 1810070 208 53 6 E 1710044
20 Th184 298 164 E 4817:24 246 71 4 ENE 171008.0 284 53 4 ESE 2410064
21 Friv52814 02 ESE 501716 231 63 6 E 2610114 277 34 4 ESE 19100945
22 Sa 4t 284 0 E 431829 239 &5 E 3010121 27244 58 E 2810102
23 Su13.928.1 4} -ESE 330802 23.1 64 SE 2010108 27.8 37 ESE 1510076
24 Mo 14.8 30.5 o ENE 3008:06 242 59 1 ENE 171009.2 201 44 4 ESE 910064
25 Tu17.2 338 o CNE 241846 260 56 1 WSW 1310109 383.7 43 1 W 610082
26 We 20,0 33.1 O E 351326 253 70 £ 1910143 325 39 ENE 201011.8
27 Th18.6 32.0 0 8 3712:65 24962 2 NE 1310161 316 38 1 E 1610116
28 Fr196 300 0 E 4412:16 268 66 0 ENE 1310126 265 66 & FSE 3010124
2% Sa 19.3 28,5 Q E 56200:34 244 57 1 ESE 3310184 261 48 B £ 3010447
30 8u183 289 0 ESE 5008:04 242 67 1 E 3310104 20766 ¥V E 24 N6
31 Mo 17.3 30.2 8] ENE 4108:02 257 62 3 ENE 261017.2 288 52 4 ENE 2210139
Statistics for January 2011
Mean 18,0 29,1 243 67 3 2110100 276 67 6 - 181007.6
Lowest 13.9 23.2 0 186 54 0 ESE 710036 201 37 W 61000¢
Highesl 204 34 ¥ 7.8 YN TR 09 B L oa9i0184 a0 94 H B30 0

Total 2654 d

DCJIDWA093.201101 Prepared at 16:24 GMT onWednesday 2 Mareh 2011

Source of data

Observations were drawn from Oakey Aero {station 041 359).

Y ou should read the Important information in

these notes,

T/03/2011 8:37 PM
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Page 21 redacted for the following reason:
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Let’s put historica
knowledge to use

- LEVEE banks that were up to fywo
melres high were not enotigh when,
Cooby Dam went over the spilheay

-t Fanuary and thundeved vight
ovar the top of theyn ag If fhey were

not there, .

The eouncll fafled to nottiy farms
that were fn the flood path, a
courtesy that was extended fu fhe
past, Not one of conucil’s proudest
maoinents.

Whak will it take for the
Toowoomba Reglonal Counell, non
and women that we voted for, to
come to thelr senses and reallse we
have a major problen hore that
should be addressed to improve
what could be a dangoyons
sttuation waiting to happen?

" Certain couneillors must bo
red-faced now after the 2000 fiasco
where fuading of $27 million for
upgrading Cooby and Cresshrook
Dams was refused and deelaved
ahsurd; the comeifler saving
nelthor of these dams had
overflowed fu 16 years and rigk of
flooding was virtnally i), Counell
rejected out of hand proposals put
up to ratse the Cooby Daurs
splilway. Imaglne how much wafer
we wottld have rofnined for use
uow and in the fabure it that wall
had heen valsed nstead of losiug
all tal waior resouree nfo the
Elv?r systems, How wrong can you

&Y

‘The area of concorn holow the
Coohy is no longor fust favins and
livestock, The township of Oakey
has grown into a 1 sonably sized
country fown with a poputation of
3657 (2001 Censut). Provious 1o the
dam overflowing, (he fown and
distriet was able ¢ nanage the
record high waters on two op thees
ogeasions from both the
Meringandan and Gamoran crecks,
There was some flood] ng hut il was
manageable. And that-s the
operative word. It Cooby had heen

managed properly with operational
shulee gates that would have
atlowed water to he released
gradually hefore it filled up and
overflowed, there would nof have
been the subsequent unconirolied
wall of water combng over fhe
splitway that deciated everyihing
inits path, That was the danger,
Thal caused the gouging, raging
torrents that vipped through favins
andt fhe Lown of Oakey earryg
away hoth rural and town
livelihoods.

IR0 03 -1

‘Ihe other factor fowardy the
Javge avea of flooding was the
inability of the Oakey ereelt Lo flow
and get vl of the water quiekly due
to an amassing of overgrown freeg,
shrabs and debris which had
acemulated, Approximatety flan
needed o be cleared through the
Boeodua area.

There 13 no argimnent with the
deputy mayor, Paul Anfonlo; we
agree the Cooby Dam held water's
haelc ... until it was full to
overflowing with no contrel
meastves in place to cuvtall its wid
unconirelied flow, nature at her
inest dangorous.

The important question is - why
was the slulee funnel not cleared

. when the dam was at efght per cent

capacity? I guess wo will naver
Imow because counctl is not going
totell us,

Itor 43 yeavs T have lived on this
farm, as did my fatier and
grandfather since 3011 and I know
which ¢reeks cause the problem
and have ralsed levies o profect

»

oy farims, T'wil have to raige then

again as ihis flood just velled over
the ones we had In place, -
destroving laying hens, chitelcons,
pullets, damaged sheds, graded.
eggs, ogg packaging, mill shed,

. allots of ingredients, geain, hay,

catfle sheds, nwst fences and loss
of praduction for at least six
months, ’

Now the dam Is fult agatn and
ot wot senson has just begnn, |
There is the vary clear possiblilty
of further heavy rains. Is it pogsible
for the couneit to lrecomoe proactive,
see the possibiity of a threat and

“use move of the water from the
Cooby Tam for town use ko
naintaln g lower lovel? Suvely, this
would aiso cut tho enst of pumplng
water uphiil from the other lwo
dams? .

It's not helpful for councht

" members hranding concerned

cltizens of heing un-Austrealian or
being ui-Queenstand. We ave all

puttlng Logethor hist we have seon a

problem and a possiblo solution
ad, yes, we maybe stating the
ohvious. But how many times do we
have to point something outhefore
we got a response? i
Let's accapt the lessons fogether
but let's do it bottor this thne and
have open diseussion, Let’s pul Lo
good uge some of the historicat
knowledge on hand; put n the
prepavations that witlaltow us to
manage natuve a litte heftor,
-rather than stare fn horvor at the
raging forrends aronnd us,
' ROY INWODD,
Boodua

[ I
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Over forty people attended a seminar at Jondaryan Jast week when Issues surrounding ?

the Decomber and January flood events revealed a need fox better local coordination. ¢
“The most important issues Bruce Artlum ehalvnman  were strandad in the town,
to come out of ¢ e]0_1,1_c_I_ajjr@Q_1 of the Jondaryan District A report will be compiled

liatihe’ Residents’ Association said during the next two months |

olidle  that although the local and will be presented

ABC gave up fo the minute  to Toowooinba Regional v

flood reports, more local, Coungil for future reference. :

immediale information was Coples of the report
badly required. will be available from

Lindsay Bvans, a local the Jondaryan District |

jrrigation farmer, told the Residents’ Association, {

jon gryan experienced
major flood inundation on
three occaslons: the 27th

seminar that the main
railway line in the Doctor’s
Creek area. acted like a
huge dam wall and that
not enough floodways
under the line had been

Decembes, 6th January and  constructed by OR.

the worst flood on the Tith Other speakers included

January, personnel  from DERM
Seploy Constable Dan  Toowoombs, Queensland

Baker from Jondacyan Police
sald the Warrego Ilighway

Police, Queensland Fire and
.Rescue Service, Jondaryan

through the township was Ruwal  Fire  Brigade,
bavricaded for many days Jondaryan Waolshed,
over this period because Centrelink and  local

of floodwaters over the
highway, and to prevent a
build up of stranded traffic
in Dalby and Jondaryan,

A State of Bmiergency was
declaved over the whole area
on 10th January and the
town came uncer control
of the Toowoomba Disaster
Management Group.

residents and farmers.
Several Certificate of
Appreciation awards were
presented to  Bmergency
‘Services personnel  and
to local xesidents who
contributed  -to  flood
management operations and

who looked after the many

truckies and motorists who
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