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S el 1. Tama 52 year old mal
2. 1 am employed by E i anagement Queensland Helicopter Rescue
‘% (EMQHR).
3. TI'hold the position of SenipE bpter Captain (pilot) and have worked at the

EMQHR Archerfield b; , on Wirtaway Avenue Archerfield for 11

5. For this purpose I hold a Civil Aviation Safety Authority CASA grade one
Helicopter Instructor rating and I am an approved CASA CAR217 check and
training pilot for EMQ.
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'CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
6. 1 am also an independent Approved Test Officer (ATO) which allows me to

conduct command instrument rating tests and other qualification tests on of

behalf of CASA.

7. T hold an Air transport Pilots Licence (Helicopters) and a commercial pilot
airplane (fixed wing).

8. Thave been a qualified pilg years.

9. I hold a comnt:
meteorolog lcondit'r% eather).

10. The current aircraft avaﬁablgg unit is the Agusta Westland 139 Helicopter.

A hatly

11. It is multi engined IF t rated) aircraft and state of the art for our

Cnergency use.

12. At anytime the Archerfi one operational aircraft for emergency use.

13. When in flight the crew inyself as pilot, an air crew officer (ACO) and

Rescue Crew Officer (RGE)

14. I recall Monday the 10™ 2011,

15. 1 was working day shift ional duty pilot in “Rescue 5007,

nilot, Daren PARSONSs and Air Crew Officer
:Crew Officer (RCO) lilya SELMES Intensive

16. The crew consisted éf
(ACO), Mark TURNER
Care Paramedic (ICP) andiDogt enn RYAN,

17. At approximately 1600

being refuelled when an ame in from the Quéensland Police Service.

18. The call received was Communications Centre (PCC) asking for

{ urgent assistance in thi arca duc to a critical flooding incident

unfolding. The actual ca sreceived by crewman Daren Parsons’,

19. I accepted the task and

20. After flight planning andirecontiguning the:airerafl for winch ops we departed for
Grantham at 1628 hrs, We flew below the cloud base and around the active
weather and arrived overhead Grantham at approximately 1648 his,

21. On arrival at Grantham we were shocked at the scene unfolding before us. There
was water all over the ground as far as the eye could see. This water was brown

and fuil of items and was travelling at a great rate of knots. In amongst all this

ere floating debris, like water tanks, shipping containets, pieces of buildings,
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" CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
cars, trucks, an aeroplane and boats that were being smashed and pushed along

by the raging torrent.

22. What was most shocking to the crew was the amount of people sitting up on
roofiops of houses completely surrounded by the torrent and totally trapped and
cut off from anyone at this point. Many of the remmnants of buildings could be

seen and pieces were breakingi off parts of structures still standing and being

25

7

and a half hour period h

worn at the time by our
the police.
26. This winching operatio

recovered until we were fft

28. Many of the survivors had cuts and abrasions and were all soaking wet, some
with little clothing. The Paramedic stayed on board at this stage as he could
render assistance in the back with getting survivors into the aircraft and assisting
to control people until we could land again. After a few trips the paramedic got

off with the now growing group of survivors at the Helicopfer Landing Site

LS) Farm house to assist the Doctor to treat the patients.
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" CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
29, The winching process went on with groups of people being recovered from roof

fops and others recovered from the water and trees hanging on to items to stay
afloat until we found them and winch recovered.

30. Some survivors on rooftops actually pointed out people stuck in trees or in

isolated spots which then drew our attention to them so we could rescue them..

3L

railway line. At ﬁrstEf

standing on the patch was not sure if it was a man or woman. [

( positioned the aircraft eded to recover the person by winch rescue.
O Parsons carried this female survivor who I
Mrs KEEP and ACO Parsons’ have a brief

ed to the aircraft and told me that Mrs KEEP

32, When landing back at t

[

hild out of her arms in the flood waters.

ition to location gathering more swrvivors’ I was in
Wilson, of the channel 10 news helicopter
ry we were undertaking, At this stage the

gain and daylight was beginning to fade and

our fuel was getting ver

34. Due to the fiantic nat winch operation and the extremely quick

: turharound of each sort ot make a phone call and was out of radio

range.
35.1 asked Alex Wilson e call to our base where | knew we had
another airc - ¢ at approx 1800 hrs to see if they
could activate early and proceed to Grantham to assist us with the winch
operation.

36. He completed this and the second aircraft (Rescue 510) atvived at approximately

1800 hours.
37.1 spoke with Peter ROW in “Rescue 510” and informed him to follow me to the

farm HLS and land behind me.
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
38. This was facilitated and some winching equipment was exchanged between

aircraft.
39. (Task no A1981) “Rescue 510” then commenced operations and we departed the
scene at approximately 1815 hrs and returned to Archerfield.

sped on roof tops and it was extremely difficult

40. There were still many people it
to have to fly away andy

and aircraft wasipHy

. At the cozitlple'tion of t

43, The whole operation ha extremes for the crew. Elation for the people

e could not save.

44. My crew did an excel der very difficult conditions and should be

extremely proud of their: ts.

45. At base I spoke to oth that were Jocated on site for Night Vision

Goggle (NVG) trainingtosa if we could deploy “Rescue 500” back to

n. At that stage however it was dark and the
weather had deterioratedi{o; rsual flight impossible.
46.1 debriefed my crew an austing all other possibilities of getting an

aircraft deployed back to no avail I left the base with a view of

getting some rest and 1 next day to depart in “Rescue 500 at first

light,

47. The following departed on “Recue 500 with a

new crew of ACO Rod Morgan, RCO David Turnbull and ICP Jason Jones to
track to Gatton to pick up Police and continue to the search for survivors in the
Grantham area and attempt to get the police into Murphy’s Creek where the town
had also been devastated by flood inundation,

48. We departed Archerfield at 0510 hrs in party with Rescue 510 and were forced

by bad weather to land at Gatton until conditions improved.
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' CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight

1tness’s sl

49. We remained on the ground until 0703 hrs when the weather improved some
what and then proceeded to track to Murphy’s Creck and view other flooded
areas along the way.

50. We made our way under low cloud and heavy rain up to the town of Mutphy’s

Creek and saw the extensive damage that was caused by flood waters in relation
1 the creeks and rivers were still flowing very

to roads, building and su

fast and hard by the: ded on the cricket oval at Murphy’s Creek. All

soft and most occasions on landing on both

days of flood operatioﬁﬂé‘,%ﬂi heeliwould sink up to the axels and I generally kept
ht of the aircraft off the ground while people

51. After leaving the polic @}}y’s creek we tracked out on other tasks that

were passed to us via ©

his Mobile phone, Apple I phone to connect
treet address given into the phone and used it

n atrival we found no one in distress.

53. Over the next hour or s ed the area looking for the missing man and

did not locate him. We any properties cut off by flood water and cut

roads and many people f houses and signalied to us that they were

OK.

54. On one property near th
signalled us with a torc
for his brother and fath
they were washed away;
to fly him togh
and the father and brother came out to signal they were OK. He was very relieved
and we returned him to his property and continued our mission.

55. As the morning progressed we were getting low on fuel and needed to refuel and

to change pilofs and crew as we were feeling slightly fatigued at this stage.

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signgre of police officer
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
56,1 had worked the rescue mission the day before and the crew Morgan and

Turnbull were the night shift crew. We had another crew l'elvocate' form
Archerfield by car to Amberley where we arranged to change ovet.
57. As we progressed from the Grantham area we tracked towards Amberley and as

we did this the weather closed.dn and made flying VER (Visual Flying) very
rstorm cells along our flight path with sheet

difficult. There were

lightening and bo £l ig off all around us.
58.1 looked for an area to icopter as we progressed towards Amberley,
but all the high ground ed in cloud and the low ground was awash with

torrents of water, Eve
making a landing in th
have been washed awa
500 meters and cloud 14}

point 1 saw an opening
escended to land on the left hand lane of the

of vehicles I pulied a i
alloon road turnoff. We then had to wait for

westbound lanes just eas
the weather to clear. I spok erley approach and informed them of where

were as we were insid d airspace and they were happy to keep my
lls.

phone call with Amberley approach, | got
get to Amberley airfield. They reported

clearance running based

59. At Approximately 095
airborne again in a last
improved weather at thei

o high way I realised we would have gone

eight and so aborted the takeoff and landed

60. As I became aitborne a;
straight back into cloud

back on the highway. I i

ny mobile phone and said that she had been

\
C and shutdown again.
61. At this stage my wil

trying to ge torm water was pouring into our

house and that the neighbour said were going to flood very soon.

62.1 contacted our standby crew who had relocated to Amberley and they were
trying to organise a Military fuel tanker to get fuel o us but to no avail. Red tape
seem to be the hold up with the reply that we had to send a request to Canberra

and that it might take 4 hours to get a reply.
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
63. At this stage out of frustration, we organised for EMQ Engineers to use personal

vehicles to bring drums of fuel out to the aircraft which they did.

64. I also informed the EMQ standéy air Crew (Amberley) fo drive to us, as I was
feeling fatigned and that I needed to get home urgently to help my wife evacuate
out of the house with our 2 children. The standby crew arrived during the refuel

& S
work and then home.

66. My house was flooded

and we were safe.

67. These 2 days of flight o ve been the most challenging and difficult for

me in all my 26 years feel very proud of all my crew that I flew
with over the 2 day per
taken on those flights §
gain I make all the rig

Captain on the flights.
68. Points I have addressed i

69. We could have remained
6800 kilogram upgrade 14! 1
70. We needed to have s ormzof moving map display to locate specific
addresses as the police
too and all the streets wer
useless.
71. The winch rescue strop be unsuitable for some survivors due to the
body size and range. |
72. The following day on.t
up while afgﬁﬁiénts Wt
ordination Centre (QCC) in relation to Inter-hospital medical transfers between

Miuiphy Creek, Grantham, and Helidon was held
Queensland Health Clinical Co-

fAdertaken swit

flight crew and QCC coordinators versus we are looking for people who are in

grave and imminent danger,
73. QCC were informed whilst the operation was tasked and at the completion of the

operation, but coordinators were not aware of where exactly the Doctor and ICP
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mcknight
were left and what they were doing overnight on the first night of Grantham

operation.
74. We attempted fo get a military fuel tanker from Amberley to drive to the
Warrego highway to refuel the helicopter after I landed on the road. This proved

to be an impossible task due to the inability for anyone in the military to approve
utical miles from the Amberley Airfield at this

such an operation (we wege:

75. The AW 1 tic in all aspects of this operation and I would

FE A

: ~ﬂfi

izother helicopter that I have flown over the years

had power fo spare and if we had to do the
werful Bell 412 we would not have been able
e frame that we did in the AW 139, The Bell
of the early winch operation in the 5 minute
ilable AW 139 power I was rarely in the 5
s with high humidity and up to 11 people on
and 6 survivors. The power in the AW 139
perafion and was critical to its success.

made the difference in t

76. The second aircraft that 1t from Cairns had no operational geér in it and

this meant when they ar scene they had to rendezvous with us to get

s could commence,
rstem (TCAS) was invaluable in helping us

ations in poor weather as many helicopters

certain items before winghiop
77. The Traffic Collision A;

locate other aircraft dur ig

were flying around and icating with us and no one seemed to know

what they were doing d who they were working for. The tasking

control seemed to be no ween various organisations.

the fitment of a EWGPS-Early warning
ther I often had to fly extremely

78. The aircraft would b

ground prox M
low and this would assist pilots in avoiding terrain i.e. stop them from flying into

the ground.
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: KEMPTON, Mark Mclmight
79, This is a true

of my involvement in this matter.

[ acknowledge by virtue of section 1 [OA(S)(c)(ii) of the"?

(1) This written statement by me dated and
knowledge and belief; and

&) I make this stat
in jt anythi

know is false,

Signature

Signed at .. Archerfield this..17th...day of Febru

¢ol ,g_:_g_dgmghe pages mimbered 1 to 11 is true to the best of my

knowing that, if it : 'lft-’e”"di s evidence, 1 may be liable {o prosecution for stating
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