QUEENSLAND POLICE SERVICE

STATEMENT OF WITNESS
Occurrence #:
Statement no: 1 ' - Date: 20/01/2011
Statement of '

Name of witness: - WARBURTON, Martin Craig

Date of birth: _ Age: . Occupation: Self Employed

Police officer taking statement
Name: ROLPH, Shayne Gerard

Rank: Detective Senior Constable Reg.no.: 14007
Region/Command/Division:: Southern Region Station: Toowoomba CIB
m ,
>:§_ 91 Statement: :
o (@] Martin Craig WARBURTON statess:
= :
C -, :
g & 1. My full name is Martin Craig WARBURTON. I
= o
®© @ currently reside at [N Gatton
4343 with my wife Janelle Elizabeth WARBURTON and
© our son Matthew Liam WARBURTON. My home phone
—3 number is (NN -nd my mobile phone number
< | = is [N |
= ‘
o 2. I am also the owner of _ {which stands
2 for Marty and Janelle) situated at [ IGTNEGIBG

\ _ Grantham. This is the local Petrol Station
and Workshop in the Grantham Township and I have

owned and Jperated this place for the last 18

years.

3. The Petrol Station operated like a small
convenience store and automotive accessories and

we would also do bulk fuel deliveries to 1local

famers and truck companies.

(Wimess’s signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

preparing sfatement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

4,

(Witness’s signature)

The manager who looks after the Petrol Station is
Chris SHORT and he has been working for me for

about the last 3 years.

T actually don't do much with the Petrol Station
asg it 1s all iooked after by Chris SHORT. The only

thing I ac’" 1y do is balance the books and do

for the business and basic day to

day admlnlstratlon

I have llved_lphand around the Grantham area f. .

the last 203yeaﬁeﬂafter I married a local girl and

I know most?ﬁeéble in the area,

Since I have 11ved in Grantham, I can recall
numerous floodlng events in the Grantham Township

and I know exaeely'how the town floods.

The Lockyer Creek starts flowing and the Sandy
Creek comes down through Grantham and depending
on the water level of the Lockyer Creek, the Sanﬂ

Creek gets baqked_qp.

As a resultf the stormwater drain on the west side
the intersection of william Street and Gatton
Helidon Road and goes under the road to Anzac
Avenue) fills up with water from this Creek which
then comes out of a stormwater grate outside the
old National Bank in Grantham which is basically

the start of Anzac Avenue,

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signaturg of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

10,

11.

12,

13.

14.

15,

This water sgtarts flooding the town of Grantham
and the back up of water from sandy Creek then
bursts over the -Foad and really floods the town

causing 1t ts flow through the maln road.

Tt is reallﬁgh djte explain so I have drawn a map

of the Granth ‘Town to show it a little better

and exactly %ﬁé T mean.

I can recall{ efpus flooding events since living

around Grantﬁa rea as far back as 1996.

On the May Dayflong weekend in 1996, the flooding.

in Grantham 'came - up and went down guite a few
times and we were stuck at the Petrol Station for

about 3 days: as'we couldn t get out.

We had quiteaa ;et ef rain during that time and I
think over tﬂe i;dey week from Monday to Thursday
there was about‘lo inches of rainfall. This made
everything wet and the ground and catchments were
full and on;theﬁErlday we had a big dump of rain
which I woui@feeg was about 6 inches during the

day.

On this occasion, water came up into the Petrol
Station about knee deep and it was the first time

I had a flood into the Service Station.

{Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signdture6T pblice officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

16,

17.

18.

19.

- 20.

21.

22,

I took over the Service Station on Anzac Day 2003

.and the previoug owners warned me that when

CGrantham flooded the Petrol Station shop would get

water in it. _ _
They also adv1sed me that 1t was easier to clean
the shop out when the flood water was going down

as you could ' ogt; hose everything out with the

I'm not quiﬁé;$uré of the month, but in the year
of 1999, Gréntham _again flooded and it came uy

into the shopi bout ankle deep which is about 3-4

inches. T can- iremember the weather at this time

but I'm preﬁﬁ??gqre we flooded because of a big

dump of rain;iﬁj%ﬁe_area.

Again in 2001"there was another flood in Grantham
and it wasn t as .bad as previous vyears as the
water Jjust came 1nto the workshop of the Petrol

Station and qo;,phe actual store.

Again, I canf£ £éﬁember the weather at this tim(
but I'm pretgyjéor§ we flooded because of another
big dump of féi?;éﬁhthe time.

Since the year 2001, We have not had any flooding
in Grantham due to the drought until the 27 day
of December 2010.

On this day, I was on the internet checking out
the Bureau of Meteorology site for the weather and

creek levels.

{Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Sigpature’ofpolice officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Wiiness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURT ON, Martin Craig

23,

24.

25.

26.

27.

28,

29,

30.

We were having a lot of rain and everything was

just so wet and I hadn’t seen anything 1like 1t

gsince 1996,

‘}Obpm on this day, I left home

At about 3 OOpm“
and. went 1nto_the Petrol Station at Grantham and

parked my u;e up” :on the railway line as I was

worried abouF the:water rising.

d;oponed the shop up but at that

I then went:
stage there% aS;ﬁot even any water running down

the street.

I started lfftlng'everything up from two shelves

off the ground or_below and I got it all as high

as I could. Afterf I did this, I basically Jjust

started waltlng:for the water to come in because I

knew from experlence that the water was coming.

I waited aboutT1 hour and at this stage my mate

Tim PICKERING from Gatton came and gave me a hand

to move every;h;pg;to higher shelves.

We walted and walted and after about 1 hour the

water started comlng into the shop.

The water kept coming into the shop and it stayed
in the shop all night until the water started

going down at sunlight the next morning.

We then stayved there and we were able to clean the

shep out,

(Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Sighature of police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

31.

32,

33.

34.

35,

36.

37.

T have taken photographs and videos of this flood
on the 27™" day of December 2010. They include
photos from within my shop and also looking along

Anzac Avenue west towards Helidon and east towards

Placid Hills: ;gﬂt

T have sincéfé?rﬁided these to Police.

There was nothlng special about this flood and it
was pretty normal for the Grantham area. On that
occasion the water ‘in the shop only came up ta

shin height whlch I would say was probably about 1

foot.

gince the 27thfof'December 2010, we have had

another 3 floods in.Grantham before the 10" day of

January 2011

I think it wéérén the 29" day of December 2010, we
had been hav1ng a lot of rain and as a result all

This caused
i

the water to just run off and not soak into th.

the creeks and catchments were full.

ground. {_j
On this oooasion}the flood water only Jjust came

into the my shop and it hardly affected us.

I also took some photographs and videos of the
floods on this day and have again provided these

to Police,

Vitness’s signature)

(Signature of police ofticer

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
preparing statement)

Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

38.

39.

40.

41,

42 .

43 .

44,

I can then recall I think it was Wednesday the 5%
day of January 2011. This was again like the 29

of December 2010 as the water only just came into

the shop.

T remember I jét home and I received a phone

_SHORT who was at the Petrol

call from Chrls

Station.

Chris told @frfh t the Petrol Station was going

under again, eame into the Petrol Station and

helped Chrilr
up after the flood-waters receded,

etxprepared and also with cleaning

I can recall?pek;ﬁd photographs of this flood and

again I provideéftbese to Police.

At about 5: BOpm on”Frlday the 7" day of Januvary

2011, I was c 051ng up the Petrol Station and the

water started;-flow1ng down the road outside the
shop., I 1mmed1ately thought here we go again but
the water dldn tucome into the shop.

Oon the mornzng of the 8™ day of January 2011, I
contacted Chrls SHORT and told him not to come in

to work as I decided to leave the Petrol Station

closed.

I thought we would get flooded again as there was
more rain coming and I was sick of lifting things

up and putting them back down aft

(Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

45,

46,

47,

48,

49,

50.

At that stage, I was just going to keep the Petrol
Station closed until Monday morning to see what

was happehing:With_the weather.

I can recall that on sunday the 9 day of January
2011; I was monltorlng the Bureau of Meteorology
website all day keeplng an eye on the weather

radar 1mage and the river catchments and rainfall

levels.

I know that when the website shows Sandy Creek
reaching 1. 6mLhI have to get going from home to
Grantham as . I w1ll not get into the town to look

after the shop 1f 1t gets any higher.

I think it Wesfebeut 5:30pm-6:00pm, when I decided
to head into the. shop at Grantham and it was
raining heavyat times and it was just constant

rain.

At about 8:00pm, the flood water started coming
into the shepiand it again lasted all night. On
thls occa51on the water was actually very high in
the shop and it peaked 2 inches higher than the
1996 flood level in the shop.

I again took photographs and wvideos on this

occasion and I have provided these to Police.

Witness’s signature)

{Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ it pdlice officer
Cominissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

51.

52,

53.

54.

55.

56.

Phe flood water eventually receded out of the shop

at about 8:00am-9:00am -on Monday the 10" day of

January 2011.

I started cleanlng up the sghop but it was
contlnually ralnlng all day and I thought what was

decided to stop cleaning and

the point. ust

wait and s- what the afternoon was going to

bring.

The shop waantfiopen, so at about 10:00am, I

decided to ge ;iaywalk around Grantham and check

out the creeﬁs,

when I did thi I. could see they weren’t over and

there was no{ _er coming up onto the roads but it
was still very"lose The water was lapping the

top of the culvert on the bridge over Sandy Creek

on the Gatton,“elldon Road. You drive over this

bridge as you; nten‘Grantham from Helidon.

At about mlddayicl then went to the Grantham pub

to have some lunch Before I left, I helped the

Publican Lance RICHARDSAN (I think that 1is his

surname) unload hlS stock that he had just gone to

Toowoomba and bought

After this, I went. for another walk' downt to the
main Bridge of Grantham. This time I could see
that there was a lot of debris backing up against

the culverts under the bridge.

(Witness's signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) pfeparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

57.

58.

59,

60.

61.

62,

63.

I then walked to the railway line and could see
water over the road and there was no way you could
drive your car on the road under the railway line
as it was just too deep.

I could tell by the levels there and the flow of
the flood water, that it was about to start coming
up from the dra nf outside the old National Bank so

I started maklng my way back to the shop.

I think I strted walking back to the shop af

around 3:0015in-— :;'-'3,0pm, and it was at this time I

got a phone ¢all from rim pIckerING [N

Tim told me thatwater was lapping the bridge at
the park on’ the :Warrego Highway near Helidon. T
know this parkas _as do all the

locals in the area.

Tim told methatthe water was backing up over
towards the strawberry farm behind this park and
nearly reachgin_g__:gt'he Helidon Pub. l‘

At the t:Lme of that phone call, I was thinking to
myself that 1t was physically impossible as
Helidon was so high up the river bank. I knew that

Tim was lying to me and I knew there was a lot of

water coming my way.

Tim told me to get out of Grantham as there was a
big wall of water coming and that Grantham was

going to go under water big time.

(Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace {Qual.)/ (Signaturt/of polick,
Cotmmissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF; WARBURTON, Martin Craig

70.

71.

72,

73.

74.

75.

I started making my way to the front of the shop
in an attempt to get out and at this stage I was

actually treading water and couldn’t stand on the

ground.

I then tooﬁi"deep ‘breath and duck dived into the
water and through the front door and out of the
shop. As I dld thlS the current of the water
smashed me up 'agalnst the door and I started

floating away_w1th the water.

When this was happenlng, I managed to grab onto a
roof beam of the shop and the water has just flung

me around and Ifmanaged to get both hands onto the

beam and hold on

The water just kept rushing past me and 1 was
holding on for dear life. I then remember seeing a
little air gap'between the water and roof so I
managed to pull myself along this enough to get to

a spot where’ I could get onto the roof.

I managed to get onto the roof of my shop and I
couldn t belleve what I was seeing. The water was
1app1ng the roof and as far as the eye could see

there wag water flowing as fast as it could.

The amount of debris in the water was like a dump
had been washed away. I was seeing shipping

containers, fridges and even cars just floating

past.

(Witness’s signature)

(Tustice of the Peace (Qual.)/ {Sign poliet officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

64.

65,

66.

67 .

68.

69.

After talking to Tim, my wife Janelle rang me and
she told me that Ma Ma Creek was banking up as
well as Flagstone Creek. She also told me that the
Lockyer Creek was about to burst it’s banks and I

knew then thingd§ were serious.

I thenJStarted?rﬁhﬁing back to the shop and when I

got back inté‘? e Petrol Station, I grabbed some

stock to try and get it higher.

At this stage the water was waist deep in the shor

and it was the hlghest I had ever seen it in the

shop before.

I then dec1ded to walk out the front of the shop
to have a look When T did this, I saw shipping
containers floatlng past me along Anzac Avenue
towards Plac;q;H;lls. These containers were moving
past so quitkifiﬁQuld say they were doing about
60kph. e

At this stagejffl decided to get back into tki
office and fgreb my personal Dbelongings but I
didn’t have: tlme to do that as the water was

rising so fast

T can remember at this time everything just went

black as if the sun had Jjust disappeared. I

realised that a massive wave of water was hitting

the town and it was like someone had just turned
out the 1lights. The water was just funnelling
really fast,

through into the shop and was fillin

1tness’s signature

(

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signatute 6f pefice olfice:
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness

Page 11 of 19




CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

76.

7.

78.

79.

80,

T started taking photographs and video footage of
what I was seelng and as I was standing there I

fbodles floating past. I stopped

taking'phéﬁ;”raphs_when this happened.

The first 5§§y”ﬁﬁat floated past and all I can

remember seéihgl~Was armg flaying everywhere and

grey hair. I :actually didn‘t see a face and I

can’'t even g‘u" :yqu. any better description than

that as the fTwaS churning the body up that
much. 3
I tried to gr b he body as it floated past but it
was moving téﬁqu;¢k;and I just couldn’t reach it.

About 20-30i séconds later, I saw another body

floating paS' I_ﬁhought this body was a male and

Ehe face but I couldn’t give you

I managed to:.see;

any better déscrlptlon. than that. The face just
looked dlsflgured and I again tried to grab the
body but it was exactly the same as before, the

water was too fast and I just couldn’t reach.

I am convinced that both the bodies I saw floating
past were obviously dead. After the image of ﬁhe
second body, I knew that anyone coming past was
already dead so I decided to get as high as I
could and I got onto the peak of the roof,

{Wiiness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.y (Signafure of folice officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Staiement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

81.

82.

83.

84,

85.

Whilst I was sitting there on the roof, 1t was
still daylight but I’'m not quite sure of what time

it was.

I then saw. a car float past and all I could see
was the whlte roof of the car. There were two
people 81tt1ng on the roof of this car being a
They were both in their early-mid

male and female
cauca51an and - they were velling out,

20's and wer_

“Help, help us' S

The car was floatlng past and whllst I was looklng
at them the_ca'ﬁqust dlsappeared completely under

the water aﬁ&réo dld the two people and I never

saw the car or them again. T didn’t know who these
people were and I had never seen them in the town

of Grantham ever_before.

A couple of: mlnutes after this, I saw another car

float past whlch_from memory was pretty small and

I think it was;wh;te but it may have been sgilver.
I saw a"sindiéﬁmalé’pefSon on this car and he was
very well dressed wearing good slacks and a dress

shirt. Agaln I dldn t know this male and I had

never seen hlm_before.

I would describe this male as Caucasian and
probably in his late 30's. He wes clean shaven
with brown short back and sides hair. He was
kneeling on his hands and knees onto the roof of

the car and I can really remember his big brown

eyes,

{Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.y
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

86.

87.

88,

89.

90.

91.

92.

Thig male was looking at me yelling, “Help, help,

help”.

I didn’'t say anythlng to him as I was in absolute
: '%mber seeing the fear in hig eyes

shock buth

and T could Qfln his voice.

He floated ﬁéé 'hd;his car disappeared in exactly

the same spdt as the previous car with the couple

on the roof I didn’t see him or the car

again and I reve

saw any of them re-surface.

I have been'ﬁp ﬁg about it since that day and I

can think df thing that was there that could

have made those cars disappeared under water. The

only thing ﬁi_ could have been was a log or

something elie: submerged in the flood waters.

@feappeared. under the water was

actually on?}gnzee: Avenue, Just past my shop

towards Placidfﬁfils.
When the seéeﬁ' car disappeared, I scurried to the
back of thei_hoplroof where the workshop shed wall

was and T just sat there as I didn’t want to see

anything more.

whilst I was sitting there I saw that the timber
house near the pub on Anzac Avenue just float

across the road and I managed to video record this

on my phone.

(Witness’s signature)

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/

Conunissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

I watched this house float across the road and
into Derrick SCHULZ paddock and i1t must have got
caught on something because it stopped and I could

hear people ihside the house screaming for help.

I didan’'t know what to do so I rung the Mayor,

Steve JONESi from the Lockyer Valley Regional

Council on hls _mob1le phone. I don’t know his

mobile number off the top of my head but I had it

stored in mx;phqne,for some reason, (

I told hlm to get some help and he started
freaking out_'and ‘he said he was going to call

‘000",

I hung up 1thé phone and I saw numerous News
Helicopters;leing-around so I took my Drizabone
jacket off énd_sﬁarted waving it around in the air
to get their;aﬁtéption.

i
Not long after the Channel 9 News Helicopter
hovered oveﬁ thié house until the rescue chopper
came and wiﬁéhed. the people to safety. I can’t
remember hdﬁfﬁgnyfpeople were winched to safety

but I know it Was a few.

I took some video footage of this chopper doing
the rescue but my view was oObscured by some trees

and the footage wasn’t good,

(Witness’s signatore)

(Fustice of the Peace (Qual.)/ (Signafure of policeOfficer
Comunissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)

QP 0125 Statement of Wiiness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Mariin Craig

99.

100,

101.

102.

103.

104.

T don’'t know what time this was but it was getting
pretty dark and I knew he shouldn’t be in the sky
flying a chopper. After the people from the house

were rescued I didn’'t see another chopper in the

sky that night.

I just'satib@7ﬁﬁ"5ibof thinking I was going to get
saved by thé SES or something so I just lay down

on the roof éﬁdiwaited.

1"  hgd gone flat so every couple of

flick my lighter on so people

could see me::

I was gettiﬁg;ipfetty tired from the previous
nights when;i”ﬁéd'ho sleep at the shop so I then
clipped myself to the roof with come clips I have

on my belt. I remember I was falling asleep but

trying to stay awake at the same time.

T don’t know what”tlme it was but it was dark and
for all I know 1t could have been 2:00pm or 2:00am
in the mornrng but 1t started raining heavy again

and there was 1lghtn1ng go I decided I had to get

of £ the roof

T looked down to the ground and could see the

water wag still waist deep but I needed to get off

the roof. T managed to grab a hold of the

guttering and was going to climb down the drain

pipeibut the guttering gave way and I fell into

the water.

{Witness’s sighature)

e officer

(Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
preparing sfatement)

Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

QP 0125 Staiement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

105.

106.

107,

108.

109,

110.

111,

The next thing I remember was getting dragged into
the house a few doors up by the occupants and I
then had a smoke before being rescued by the swift

water rescue team,

They managed to walk us out to the rallway line
and we nmnagaﬂ to get up to the local Grantham
School where we met up with all the other locals

and we got q;yland-had something to eat.

All of theéphqﬁbgraphs and video footage I havy
taken of the'_._{-'_f__l:e_ods in the previous days and the
major incidehtaebhﬁithe 10" day of January 2011,

have been giyven to Police.

I have managed td:place these in folders according
to the dates . they were taken and to be honest I

have already prov1ded some of these to Channel 7

on Wednesdaﬁ @a¢712“ day of January 2011, I also
did a mediagiaﬁerview with Sally EELS from Channel
7, I don't ﬁaﬁe any footage of this interview bui!
I am aware 1f you contacted Channel 7 you would be

able to obtaln thlS footage.

Since the 10% day of January 2011, I have been
staying at home trying to recover until we were

allowed to get back into Grantham late this week.

Onice we were allowed back into Grantham, I have

just been trying to clean up my shop and help the

locals with incoming donations and other stuff.

. {Wilness’s signature)

pefice officer
preparing statement)

{Justice of the Peace (Qual.)/
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature)

QP 0125 Statement of Witness
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CONTINUED STATEMENT OF: WARBURTON, Martin Craig

112. ©On Thursday the 20" day of January 2011, I
attended the Gatton Police Station and voluntarily

provided this statement to Detective Shayne ROLPH.

M.C.WARBURTON

Justices Act Acknowledgement

Jlls‘t_i".c'_é'S:_fAi‘:fiSSlﬁ
I acknowledge by virtue of section 1 10A(5)(c)(ii) of the J‘ti‘sﬁ:(:e_'s'jAci-'-ISSG that:

(D) This written statement by me dated 20/01!20 11

___(i.épntained in the pages numbered 1 to 19 is true fo the
best of my knowledge and belief; and 2

) I make this statement knowing that, if it were 'gd;rﬁttgd as evidencs, I may be liable to prosecution for stating

in it anything that I know is false.

.oSignature
Signed at Gatton this 20™ day of January 2011
(Witness's signature) (Justice of the Peace (Qual.y/ police officer
Commissioner for Declarations’s signature) preparing statement)
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