






























ENQUIRIES TO: 

P 1300 268 624 

FILE REF: 
10/10/1

DOC NO: 
1691433

SMH:EMD 

22 August 2011 

Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry 
Commissioner of Inquiry 
Justice Catherine E Holmes 
GPO Box 1738 
BRISBANE  QLD  4001 

Dear Justice Holmes 

RE: REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

As requested, please find information attached on the membership of each State Emergency 
Service (SES) group in the Western Downs Regional Council area, the equipment and funds 
provided by council to the groups, and the roles and tasks the SES groups generally perform in the 
area.

DIRECTOR ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES 

<Encl/s ???>  



Question 1 

The number of members in each State Emergency Service (SES) unit within the council area is 
detailed in the table below. These figures are provided by Emergency Management Queensland, 
based on 6 monthly updates submitted by the SES Groups and correct as at 30 June 2010 and 
2011 respectively
                   
 SES Group 2009-10 2010 – 11

Chinchilla 15 Active                                  
5 Reserve

19 Active
5 Reserve

Dalby 20 Active                                    
22 Reserve                               

27 Active                                     
22 Reserve       

Jandowae 7 Active   
4 Reserve                                  

8 Active  
4 Reserve

Condamine         10 Active                                    
5 Reserve 

10 Active
5 Reserve

Dulacca               6 Active                                      
5 Reserve

6 Active                          
5 Reserve

Miles                   9 Active                                      
4 Reserve                                   

19 Active
4 Reserve

Tara                  19 Active                                       
6 Reserve                                    

20 Active 
 6 Reserve

Wandoan 9Active                                             
6 Reserve                                     

10 Active
6 Reserve

Question 2 

The equipment council provided the SES units during 2009-10 and 2010-11 is detailed in the table 
below

Financial
Year

Program SES Group Project 
Description

Funding
received $ 

WDRC
$

2009-10 SES Non 
Recurrent

Jandowae Satellite phone 550 550 

2009-10 Volunteer
Support fund 

Dalby Audiovisual
equipment

3254.9 0

2010-11 SES Non 
Recurrent

Dalby Air conditioning 
Head quarters 

3322.63 1118.3

2010-11 SES Non 
Recurrent

Dalby Computer 689.7 698.7 

2010-11 SES Non 
Recurrent

Tara Computer 689.7 698.7 

2010-11 SES Non 
Recurrent

Miles Shed concrete 
seal

6500 0

2010-11 SES Non 
Recurrent

Wandoan Head quarters 
shed

50,000 2,910

2010-11 SES Non 
Recurrent

Condamine Kitchen
Upgrades

7500 0

Question 3 

There are no State Emergency Services positions within Western Downs Regional Council’s 
organisational structure. 



a. Not applicable 
b. Not applicable 

Annually Western Downs Regional Council makes a stipend payment of $3000 to each of the Local 
Controllers.

Question 4 

A description of the roles and tasks which SES groups in the council area generally performed are 
listed in the table below 

Recruitment drives at shopping centres and community events 
Public education/ awareness campaigns and activities to raise the profile of 
the SES at shopping centres and community events 
SES Group training 
Search operations for missing persons 
First Aid 
Traffic Control at emergencies and community events 
Emergency communication 
Assistance with storm damage 
Transportation incidents assistance 

Emergency helicopter fuel resupply 

Assisting with sand bagging 

Assisting in resupplies 

Flood boat operations  

Operational/ daily/ weekly maintenance of equipment 

Liaison with the Western Downs Regional Council Local Disaster 
Management Group 
Support for other SES Groups  

Question 5 

As stated in Question 3, annually Western Downs Regional Council makes a stipend payment of 
$3000 to each of the Local Controllers, which is to assist with any additional costs the Local 
Controller may have incurred as well as supporting the volunteers’ efforts. 

As listed in Question 2, funding programs assist council to provide equipment such as vehicles, 
computers, printers, sheds and satellite phones. Other incidentals for cleaning the head quarters 
and basics such as tea/coffee and stationary are purchased through the stores or council accounts. 
Maintenance and repairs of buildings and servicing of fire extinguishers and other fittings are 
organised by council. Vehicles and equipment are serviced and maintained by council workshops. 















































































































































































































































 

21 September 2011 

Attn: Jane Moynihan 
Executive Director 
Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry 
GPO Box 1738 
Brisbane    QLD   4001 

Dear Ms Moynihan, 

Re: Commission’s Interim Report – request for further information 

I refer to you letter of 19 August 2011 requesting additional information relating to the State 
Emergency Service (SES) as part of flood affected local governments in Queensland. 

In response to the questions raised, I now provide the following details for Maranoa Regional 
Council:-

1. The number of members in each State Emergency Service (SES) unit within the 
council area. 

The Maranoa Regional Council SES Unit consists of (6) groups at this time, those 
being Roma, Mitchell, Surat, Wallumbilla, Begonia and Injune.  

The SES membership system is broken down into two (2) classifications – “Active” or 
“Reserve.” “ Active” is defined by  members who are available to attend training on a 
regular basis and are also available for callout.  “Reserve” members are those who 
have joined the SES,  have completed minimal training and may be available for 
activation in a major event.  The number of members for each groups as at 20 
August 2011 (being same for 2009/10 and 2010/11) are:- 

 Roma SES has a total of (37) Active members and (19) Reserve members.   
 Mitchell currently has (17) active members and (2) reserve members.  
 Surat has (10) active members and (8) reserve members.  
 Wallumbilla has (25) active members and (18) reserve members.  
 Begonia has (10) active members and has (4) new recruits as probationary 

members.  

Injune has no active members and (19) reserve members.   

1 

Injune is supported by Council staff in the event of an activation until suitably
qualified SES members can be deployed from the neighbouring SES groups.  In 
major events this support may be supplied from the Banana Shire Council’s, Taroom 
SES Group or Central Highlands Regional Council’s Rolleston Emergency Services 
Unit.

 



 

2. The equipment, if any, that the Council provided the SES units

The Maranoa Regional Council supplies the following assets to the Maranoa 
Regional SES Unit and Groups. 

 a. Roma (this is a joint centre for SES and Rural Fires) 

 Accommodation - two sheds located at 10-12 Whip St, Roma to house 
operations/training centre and vehicles/flood boat/trailers 

 One Toyota Landcruiser 4WD Wagon.  Vehicle owned/maintained by 
Maranoa Regional and is a dedicated SES vehicle. 

 One Isuzu rescue response truck.  Vehicle owned/maintained by 
Maranoa Regional Council and is a dedicated SES vehicle. 

 Two trailers, one for general rescue/traffic control equipment and one 
emergency lighting trailer. 

 Council plant and equipment including operators are available on an 
as needed basis. 

b. Mitchell  

 A new SES accommodation building is currently being built (Mitchell 
Show Ground) with funding received by Maranoa Regional Council 
through the Sustainable Resource Community initiative. SES 
equipment, vehicles, flood boat and trailers are currently stored in the 
existing SES building located at 92 Mary St, Mitchell. 

 Council plant and equipment including operators are available on an 
as needed basis. 

c. Surat  

 Accommodation, one shed located at 89 Burrowes St, Surat to house 
operations/training centre and vehicles/flood boat/trailers 

 One Toyota Landcruiser 4WD Wagon.  Vehicle owned/maintained by 
Maranoa Regional and is a dedicated SES vehicle. 

 Two trailers, one for general rescue/traffic control equipment and one 
storm damage response trailer. 

 Council plant and equipment including operators are available on an 
as needed basis. 

d. Wallumbilla  

 Accommodation, one shed located at Showgrounds, Warrego 
Highway, Wallumbilla to house operations/training centre and 
vehicles/flood boat/trailers. 

 Two Toyota Landcruiser Troop Carriers.  Both vehicles are  owned 
and maintained by Maranoa Regional and are dedicated SES 
vehicles.

 Two trailers, one for general rescue/traffic control equipment and one 
Road Crash Rescue response trailer. 

 Council plant and equipment including operators are available on an 
as needed basis. 

2 

 



 

e. Begonia  

 Accommodation, one shed located at Begonia Community Sports 
Complex, Begonia to house flood boat/trailers/equipment. 

 Council plant and equipment including operators are available on an 
as needed basis. 

f. Injune (this group is currently inactive due to lack of active members) this 
facility  is a joint centre for QFRS and SES. 

 Accommodation, one shed located at Lot 3, Third Avenue, Injune to 
house operations/training centre and vehicle/flood boat/trailers. 

 Council plant and equipment including operators are available on an 
as needed basis. 

All of the above equipment was available for the 2009/10 and 2010/11 financial 
years.

3. Whether the Council employed any staff in SES positions on a full-time basis 
or any other basis. 

Council does not directly or in-directly employ a person or persons to undertake the 
duties of a SES worker. 

4. A description of the roles or tasks which SES units in the Council area 
generally performed.

The SES within the Maranoa Regional has the following approved functions: 

 Agency Support including communications, welfare, emergency lighting, food 
handling, air observation, re-supply and evacuation. 

 Floodboat operations 
 Incident Management.  Emergency Operation Centre/Emergency 

Coordination Centre trained only 
 Road Crash Rescue (only Wallumbilla, SES primary response) 
 Land Search 
 Storm damage operations including Working at heights, temporary roof 

repairs, chainsaw operations, debris cleanup and sandbagging. 
 Traffic management including incident site, traffic control and road 

closure/diversion 
 

5. The form, amount and purpose of funding, if any, the Council provided to SES 
units.

The Maranoa Regional Council provides an annual operating budget of $53,000.  
This amount has been provided as an annual operating budget for the past 5 years.  
This amount does not include the honorarium.   

3 

 



 

4 

 

The Acting Director Operations has a delegated authority for expenditure to the value 
of $150,000.  In addition to this Council also replaces the unit vehicles as per 
Council’s 10 year plant replacement program.  Council also provides additional funds 
for capital works on an as required basis. 

Should you require any additional information or clarification, please do not hesitate to 
contact my office on 

Yours faithfully, 

Paul Bawden 
Chief Executive Officer 







  
 Wednesday, 24 August 2011 10:10 AM 

 John Clerke 

 Request for Information on SES Membership and Functions for Flood Commission
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Community Services

Phone:
Email: council@

Our Ref:   14415  RJP01892 
Your Ref: Doc 1721553 

11 October 2011 

Floods Commission Inquiry 
400 George Street 
BRISBANE  QLD  4001 

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE:  Provide Information about the State 
Emergency Service

I refer to your letter received 21 September 2011, requiring Council to provide information 
about the State Emergency Services. 

Please fine below the five (5) dot point covering your information you have requested. 

1. The number of members in each State Emergency Service (SES) unit with the 
Council area. 

Group Members as at 30 
June 2010

Member as at 30 
June 2011

Booubyjan 12 15
Glastonbury (Southside) 7 13
Goomeri 28 31
Gympie 47 53
Imbil 17 21
Kilkivan 7 10
Kybong 0 0
Rainbow Beach 13 17
Tin Can Bay 18 19

It is important to note that Kybong has been inactive for a couple of years and is in the 
process of being reactivated.

2. The equipment, if any, that the Council provides the SES units. 

 Vehicles, including fuel, maintenance and running cost of vehicles
Accommodation & training facilities running costs etc elect, water 
Administration costs (phones, faxes, internet) 
Sand for sand bags.
Finance for WH&S
All consumables during activations



 
Community Services

Phone:
Email: council@

Up grades on accommodation Radio Communications to supplement that 
supplied by state.
Supply of computers

3. Whether the Council employed any staff in SES position on a full time basis 
or any other basis; 

 Council does not employ any person of the SES. 

4. A description of the roles or tasks which the SES groups provide in the 
Council area generally performed.   

 Please find attached the SES functions and roles. 

5. The form, amount and purpose of funding, if any, the Council provided to 
SES groups. 

In Council’s Budget, funds allocated by Council for the financial period of 2009/10 were 
$50,200 for operational assistance.  For the financial period of 2010/11, $66,720 were 
funded to the SES for operational assistance.  Council also sets aside in its budget 
$25,000 every financial year as a sinking fund for future vehicle replacements that are 
needed. 

If you require any further information regarding the SES please call the Council’s 
Community Services Directorate – Mr Ron Potter on 

Yours faithfully 

for B.J. SMITH
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Enc
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