
































Our ref: Doc 1712526

13 September 2011

Assista nt Crown Solicitor
Crown Law
GPO Box 5221
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Dear

Department of Environment and Resources - Mining Dams

Please find enclosed a Requirement to Provide Statement to the Commission addressed to
the following:
1. Mr Andrew Brier, General Manager , Strategic Implementation, Coal & CSG Operations,

Regional Service Delivery, Operations and Environmental Regulator, directed to the
regulation by the Department of Environment and Resource Management of Hail Creek
Mine, Dawson Mine, Callide Power Station , Rolleston Coal Mine and Moranbah CSG
Project.

2. Mr Rob Lawrence, Director, Environmental Services (North Region), Regional Service
Delivery , Operations and Environmental Regulator, directed to the regulation by the
Department of Environment and Resource Management of Century Mine

The material from Mr Brier and Mr Lawrence is returnable to the Commiss ion no later than
5 pm, Monday , 26 September 2011.

If you require further information or assistance, please contact on
telephone .

We thank you for your assistance.

Yours sincerely

Executive Director

"DO George Stree t Brisbane
GPO Box1738Brisbane
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone 1300 309 634
Facsimile +61 7 3405 9750
www.f1oodcommlsslon.qld.gov.au
ABN 82696 762534



Ourret: Doc 1712484

13 September 2011

Mr Andrew Brier
General Manager, Strategic Implementation, Coal & CSG Operations,
Regional Service Delivery, Operations and Environmental Regulator
Department of Environment and Resource Management
Level 13, 400 George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4001

REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE STATEMENT TO COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

I, Justice Catherine E Holmes, Commissioner of Inquiry, pursuant to section 5(1)(d) of the
Commissions of Inquiry Act 1950 (Qld), require Mr Andrew Brier of the Department of
Environment and Resource Management to provide a written statement, under oath or
affirmation , to the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry, in which the said Mr Brier
gives an account of the following topics.

With respect to the Hail Creek Mine, Dawson Mine, Callide Power Station, Rolleston Coal
Mine and Moranbah CSG Project:

1. Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM) activities in respect of
each mine's flood preparedness in advance of the 2010/2011 wet season, including
whether any particular activities were undertaken as a response to the forecast of an
above-average rainfall wet season

2. the water management sections of the environmental authority applicable at the mines
during the 2010/2011 wet season, including:
a. any concerns held by him or DERM regarding its terms and the ability of the mine

operator to comply with it
b. any terms that the mine operator has indicated it is unable to comply with, or

breached
c. any terms that had to be amended from the Fitzroy model conditions because the

model terms were unsuitable for this mine site
d. any terms that he or DERM consider do not adequate ly promote environmental

protection and dam safety

400 GeorgeStreet Brisbane
GPO Box1738 Brisbane
Queensland 4001Australia
Telephone1300 309 634
Facsimile +61 734059750
www.noodcommission.qld.gov.au
ABN 82 696 762 534

3. any transitional environmental program (TEP) issued or refused or any emergency
direction (ED) given or considered regarding any of the mines during the period 1
October 2010 to 30 July 2011 related to water management, and for each, the following :
a. information received from the mine operator
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b. any relevant dam safety issues
c. relevant correspondence with the mine operator and other stakeholders
d. whether and, if so how, DERM consulted with stakeholders
e. what considerations DERM took into account in making the decision
f. whether, and if so how, DERM balanced environmental considerations and

economic consequences of mines being non-operational
g. whether, and if so how, DERM took account of downstream effects, including

cumulative effects
h. the terms of the TEP issued or ED given
i. what actions were taken by DERM to advise emergency management personnel,

including local and regional disaster management groups and local residents
downstream of the dam about the TEP and any discharges or effects

j. reasons for the decision given to the mine operator
k. any breaches of the TEP or ED by the mine operator and DERM's response

4. the effects on the environment, drinking water quality and public health downstream of
each of the mine sites (as far as the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park) as a result of
discharges of water under a TEP or ED

5. details of how the new Fitzroy Model Conditions negotiated during 2011, or any other
discussions with DERM, will resolve any issue raised above in 1, 2, 3, or 4

6. an explanation as to whether the new Fitzroy Model Conditions negotiated during 2011
are advantageous or disadvantageous to the mine operator in the management of water
at the mines, the downstream environment and safety issues

7. any briefing (written or oral) given to any Minister or Director-General regarding a TEP or
ED related to water management or non-compliance with an environmental authority at
the mine and the reason for that briefing

8. DERM's opinion as to whether the mine operator should be managing water at the Mine
other than by storing it in dams or ponds, including by using desalination plants,
purification procedures or any other means

9. an explanation of that which is involved in managing water at the Mine other than by
storing it in dams or ponds, including by using desalination plants, purification
procedures or any other means

With respect to the Callide Power Station only:

10. to the knowledge of DERM, the effects on the environment, drinking water quality and
public health downstream of each of the Power Station sites (as far as the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park) as a result of discharges from Ash Dam B between 1 October 2010
and 30 July 2011

11. a description of the concerns surrounding Ash Dam B during the period 1 October 2010
to 30 July 2011, including:
a. water level
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b. dam safety
c. uncontrolled discharge
d. contaminants and hazardous waste in the contents of the dam

With respect to the Moranbah CSG Project only:

12. a description of any concerns regarding the potential for pond overtopping at the site
between 1 October 2010 and 30 July 2011

13. an explanation of how the risks to the environment, drinking water quality and public
health posed by the discharge of water from coal seam gas operations are different to
those risks posed by the discharge of water from coal, gold or copper mining

14. an explanation of how the process of DERM assessing and deciding whether to grant a
TEP is different for coal seam gas projects as compared to mines

15. an explanation of how consideration taken into account by DERM in assessing and
deciding whether to grant TEP or ED is different for coal seam gas projects as compared
to mines

Mr Brier should attach to his statement:
• the water management sections of the environmental authority in force during the

2010/2011 wet season for the mines
• all relevant TEP or ED documentation, including internal working documents,

assessment report, policy documents used, expert reports, notes of any conference,
meeting or teleconference, reasons given to mine operators, notice of decision,
correspondence with the mine operator and other stakeholders

• any new environmental authority issued in response to the 2011 amendments to the
Fitzroy Model Conditions

• any internal reports regarding the Ensham Coal Mine de-watering between 2008 and
2011

In addressing these matters, Mr Brier is to:
• provide all information in his possession and identify the source or sources of that

information;
• make commentary and provide opinions he is qualified to give as to the appropriateness

of particular actions or decisions and the basis of that commentary or opinion.

Mr Brier may also address other topics relevant to the Terms of Reference of the
Commission in the statement, if he wishes.

The statement is to be provided to the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry by 5 pm,
Monday 26 September 2011.
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The statement can be provided by post, email or by arranging delivery to the Commission by
emailing info@floodcommission.gld.gov.au.

Commissioner
Justice C E Holmes
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Our ref: Doc 1712531

13 September 2011

Mr Rob Lawrence
Director, Environmental Services (North Region), Regional Service Delivery, Operations and
Environmental Regulator
Department of Environment and Resource Management
Level 13, 400 George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4001

REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE STATEMENT TO COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

I, Justice Catherine E Holmes , Commissioner of Inquiry, pursuant to section 5(1)(d) of the
Commissions of Inquiry Act 1950 (Qld), require Mr Rob Lawrence of the Department of
Environment and Resource Management to provide a written statement, under oath or
affirmation, to the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry, in which the said Mr Lawrence
gives an account of the following topics.

With respect to the Century Mine:

1. Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM) activities in respect of
the mine's flood preparedness in advance of the 2010/2011 wet season, including
whether any particular activities were undertaken as a response to the forecast of an
above-average rainfall wet season

2. the water management sections of the environmental authority applicable at the mine
during the 2010/2011wet season, including:
a. any concerns held by him or the Department of Environment and Resource

Management (DERM) regarding its terms and the ability of the mine operator to
comply with it

b. any terms that the mine operator has indicated it is unable to comply with, or
breached

c. any terms that had to be amended from the Fitzroy model conditions because the
model terms were unsuitable for this mine site

d. any terms that he or DERM consider do not adequately promote environmental
protection and dam safety

400 George Street Brisbane
GPOBox 1738Brisbane
Queensland 4001 Australia
Telephone1300 309 634
Facsimile +61 734059750
www.f1oodcommission.qld.gov.au
ABN82 696762 534
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3. any transitional environmental program (TEP) issued or refused or any emergency
direction (ED) given or considered regarding either mine during the period 1 October
2010 to 30 July 2011 reiated to water management, and for each, the following:
a. information received from the mine operator



b. any relevant dam safety issues
c. relevant correspondence with the mine operator and other stakeholders
d. whether and, if so how, DERM consulted with stakeholders
e. what considerations DERM took into account in making the decision
f. whether, and if so how, DERM balanced environmental considerations and

economic consequences of mines being non-operational
g. whether, and if so how, DERM took account of downstream effects, including

cumulative effects
h. the terms of the TEP issued or ED given
i. what actions were taken by DERM to advise emergency management personnel,

including local and regional disaster management groups and local residents
downstream of the dam about the TEP and any discharges or effects

j. reasons for the decision given to the mine operator
k. any breaches of the TEP or ED by the mine operator and DERM's response

4. the effects on the environment, drinking water quality and public health downstream of
each of the mine sites (as far as the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park) as a result of
discharges of water from the mine during the period 1 October 2010 to 30 July 2011

5. any actions taken by DERM in response to any effect of discharges from the mine falling
into 4, above, during the period 1 October 2010 to 30 July 2011

6. any briefing (written or oral) given to any Minister or Director-General regarding a TEP or
ED related to water management or non-compliance with the water management
provisions of the environmental authority at the mine and the reason for that briefing

7. details of any flood preparedness activities planned to precede the 2011/2012 wet
season

8. details of how the new Fitzroy Model Conditions negotiated during 2011, or any other
discussions with DERM, will resolve any issue raised above in 1, 2, 3, or 4

9. an explanation as to whether the new Fitzroy Model Conditions negotiated during 2011
are advantageous or disadvantageous to the mine operator in the management of water
at the mine, the downstream environment and safety issues

10. DERM's opinion as to whether the mine operator should be managing water at the Mine
other than by storing it in dams or ponds, including by using desalination plants,
purification procedures or any other means

11. An explanation of that which is involved in managing water at the Mine other than by
storing it in dams or ponds, including by using desalination plants, purification
procedures or any other means

Mr Lawrence should attach to his statement:
• the water management sections of the environmental authority in force during the

2010/2011 wet season for the mine
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• all relevant TEP or ED documentation, including internal work ing documents,
assessment report, policy documents used, expert reports, notes of any conference,
meeting or teleconference, reasons given to the mine operator, notice of decision ,
correspondence with the mine operator and other stakeholders

• any new environmental authority issued in response to the 2011 amendments to the
Fitzroy ModeJ Condit ions

In address ing these mailers, Mr Lawrence is to:
• provide all information in his possession and identify the source or sources of that

information;
• make commentary and provide opinions he is qualified to give as to the appropriateness

of particular actions or decisions and the basis of that commentary or opinion .

Mr Lawrence may also address other topics relevant to the Terms of Reference of the
Commission in the statement, if he wishes .

The statement is to be provided to the Queensland Floods Commiss ion of Inquiry by 5 pm,
Monday 26 September 2011.

The statement can be provided by post, email or by arranging delivery to the Commiss ion by
emailing info@floodcommission.gld.gov.au.

Commissioner
Justice C E Holmes
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